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Coffee’s almost on!
Downtown
center will
open soon

Bringing
neighbors
together

A

year ago, it was a
neglected downtown building,
with seemingly
every inch of its two stories
crammed with the remnants
of the assorted businesses that
had operated there for the past
122 years.
Today, 103 E. Sixth St. is
the center of focused energy as
employees of the Sisters of St.
Joseph work on the last renovation details that are giving the
old brick building new life.
What started as the dream
of three sisters who wanted to
serve the women of Concordia
is finally becoming a reality:
Neighbor to Neighbor is set to
open in just a few weeks.
It’s been a long year for Sisters Pat McLennon, Jean Befort
and Ramona Medina, since the
Sisters of St. Joseph purchased
the building on April 1, 2009.
It has been equally long for
Greg Gallagher, the facilities administrator for the Concordia
congregation and the man who

See NEW CENTER, page 11.

S

ometimes the simplest questions are
the hardest to answer.
Such as, What do Sisters of
St. Joseph of Concordia do?
It isn’t that the answer is
complicated; it’s just that it’s
long. Our original purpose was
to love God and neighbor without distinction, and we accomplished that through any work
“of which we were capable.”
Today we are still living that
mandate, with the work of our
sisters wherever we are, and
whether our neighbors are in

See NEIGHBORHOOD, page 7.
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(From left) Sisters Jean Befort, Pat McLennon and Ramona Medina will see their dream come true
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A special spring blessing
from Sister Marcia Allen

O

ur times...
We can tell
the story of
our times with descriptions of catastrophic
tragedy:
 Stories of violence in homes and in
nations;
 Rural and urban
poverty so abject that
it is unimaginable by
those of us who do not
experience it and indescribable by those of us who do;
 Wars that sweep from country
to country and involve tribes and nation against nation;
 Seemingly unsolvable partisan
conflict among political parties;
 Spiritual destitution and the
struggle for hegemony among religious traditions; and
 Natural disasters that wreak
havoc that will last decades.
Our times... We can tell the story
of our times with descriptions of
hundreds of thousands, possibly millions, (according to Paul Hawken in
his book “Blessed Unrest”) of grassroots efforts to protect the life of the
planet, create methods of making
peace and establish justice for the
world and for earth.
These stories would tell of the inMailing Label Update

domitable hope in the human heart and the determination to make dreams
for the world and the planet come true.
These stories would
tell of immense creativity, intense imagination
and selfless dedication to
what can be done to reconstruct, preserve, and
nurture culture and earth
locally with the firm hope
that what happens locally
will spread globally.
They are stories of the human effort to cooperate in God’s saving and
redeeming acts. They are stories of
resurrection, the power of the risen
Christ, who through the dynamic
presence of the Holy Spirit is moving
through the world in healing, reconciling, consoling and challenging
ways.
This enlivening Advocate creates
life and joy where misery hopes to
dominate. It is the true way of the human heart when it is free to be what
it means to be most human, that is,
when it is giving for the sake of the
other and for the sake of the common
good.
We, the Community of St. Joseph,
offer to you, our friends and family, this blessing for our times. We
encourage you to say it during your
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Blessed are those who live contemplatively;
they will find God in all things.
Blessed are those who are open to conversion;
God’s Spirit will re-create their hearts.
Blessed are those who admit their brokenness;
they will know healing and become its channel.
Blessed are those who own their complicity in the violence of our times;
they will gain insight to live the change they want to see in the world.
Blessed are those who listen with tenderness to the lives of the neighbor;
they will respond in compassion.
Blessed are those who value diversity;
they will be empowered to be co-creative.
Blessed are those who embrace simplicity;
they will live in right relationship with all creation.
Blessed are those who live generously;
they will rejoice in the abundance of God’s gifts.
Blessed are those who practice non-violence toward self and neighbor;
they will know peace.
Blessed are those who speak for the voiceless;
they will be promoters of the common good.
Blessed are those who communicate with integrity;
they will be leaders on the path of transformation.
Blessed are those who are willing to suffer in love and in truth;
they will know the fullness of God’s love.
Sisters of St. Joseph • Manna House of Prayer • Concordia KS 66901
retreatcenter@mannahouse.org • 785-243-4428
private prayer and during family or
communal prayer.
Call us if you would like it printed as a card that can be carried with
you — or handed out to friends and
co-workers. (It also comes in Spanish.)
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Blessing for Our Times

SAVE THE DATE!
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This blessing prayed will return
to you and to all of our world and
earth the peace and prosperity for
which we so fervently hope and pray.

 Sister Marcia Allen is president of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia.

Sunday, July 18, 2-4 pm
A free public lecture by
Dr. Terrence Rynne

author of “Gandhi & Jesus: The Saving Power of Nonviolence”

“Recovering Our Nonviolent
Discipleship”
At the Motherhouse; please join us!

April 2010 								

Upcoming Events
A
 pril 17 — “Spring Spirituality:
Greening Your Spirit,” Manna
House. This day will follow the
format of our busy person’s retreat day with prayer, input, reflective writing and a variety of
spiritual exercises from which
to choose, including optional
spiritual direction. Presenter:
Sister Janet Lander
April 23-25 — “Come
and See Retreat” at the
Motherhouse. Contact:
Sister Beverly Carlin,
srbevc@csjkansas.org or 785220- 7996
A
 pril 29 —Concordia Community Forum, 11:45 am to 1:30
pm, Motherhouse Auditorium.
Next in a series of conversations about the challenges
facing Concordia, and how to
solve them. Open to everyone; RSVP Sister Jean Rosemarynoski 785/243-2149 or
sisterjean@csjkansas.org
M
 ay 5-20 — “Falling In Love
for a Lifetime,” Manna House.
This is a 15-day workshop/
retreat that involves a study of
the history origins, documents
and spiritual heritage of the,
Communities of St. Joseph
tracing their history to the 17th
century foundation in LePuy,
France; it includes a silent retreat that begins May 14 and
ends May 19. Presenters: Sister Barbara Baer (Congregation of St. Joseph) and Bette
Moslander and Marcia Allen
(both Sisters of St. Joseph of
Concordia).
M
 ay 14-19 — “The Eucharistic
Letter Retreat,” Manna House.
This retreat closes the “Falling
in Love for a Lifetime” program
and may be made separately.
Presenters: Sisters Marcia Allen and Bette Moslander
J
 une 6-13 — “Creation as
Revelation: Contemplating
the Universe – Embracing the
Earth,” Manna House. Drawing on the insights of mystics,
scientists and theologians, past
and present, we will ponder
God’s design in creation, to
respond to our human vocation within it. Presenter: Sister
Janet Lander

J
 une 19 — “Summer Spirituality: A mini-vacation with God,”
Manna House. “Come aside…
and rest awhile” (Mark 6:31).
The summer heart needs time
off from the daily routine. Perhaps a week’s vacation is more
than we can afford, but certainly we can gift our hearts by
going on a short “road trip” with
God! Come pray, journal, explore and play, as you journey
with God. Presenters: Sisters
Liberata Pellerin and Janet
Lander.
 June 17-19 — Discover
Camp at the Nazareth
Motherhouse, for girls
entering sixth-, seventh- and
eighth-grades. Contact: Sister
Beverly Carlin 785-220-7996
or srbevc@csjkansas.org
 July 7-11 — Quilting Marathon Retreat. Come to Manna
House for four days of R&R as
you spend time with other quilters, learning from one another
and enjoying the prospect of
completing some long overdue
project. Each morning begins
with a prayer and an invitation
to share faith. The retreat includes field trips to Fabric Essentials in Concordia and Sew
Country in Belleville, great food
and comfortable accommodations. Presenter: Sister Betty
Suther.
 July 31-Aug. 7 — “Lace-Making Retreat,” Manna House. An
opportunity to experience and
integrate the spirituality and the
practice of making bobbin lace
in a contemplative setting. No
previous experience in lace
making is required. Presenters:
Sisters Janet Lander and Ramona Medina.
P
 rivate Retreats: Spend time
at Manna House in silence,
prayer, relaxation and personal
reflection with or without a director. For a day or...? Call
Manna House to make your
personal arrangements.
For information and cost for all
workshops and retreats at Manna
House of Prayer in Concordia,
unless otherwise noted, email
retreatcenter@mannahouse.org
or call 785-243-4428.
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Nonviolence seminar focuses on
‘A second chance for the Church’

D

r. Terrance Rynne will bring the
ideas from his 2008 book, “Gandhi & Jesus: The Saving Power
of Nonviolence,” to this summer’s Theological Institute at
Manna House of
Prayer.
The weeklong
institute — titled
“Recovering our
nonviolent discipleship: A second
chance for the
Church” — begins July 19 at the
retreat center in
Concordia.
Dr. Rynne is
the founder of the
Marquette University Center for Peacemaking.
He has served as a parish priest in the
Archdiocese of Chicago, on the faculty of the
Mundelein Seminary in Illinois and later as a
hospital administrator. He retired as founder
and president of Rynne Marketing Group, a
nationally recognized consulting firm that
has served more that 600 leading hospitals
and health care organizations, to earn a Ph.D.
in theology and pursue his passion for peace.
During the Theological Institute, Rynne
will lead participants through an exploration of the practice of nonviolence by Martin
Luther King Jr. and Mohandas Gandhi in relationship to Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom
of God and the way that Jesus confronted the

“powers that be” of his time.
The early church understood nonviolence to be the hallmark of the “Way” of
Jesus as the first Christians confronted the

If you plan to attend

WHAT: 2010 Theological Institute
WHEN: July 19-24
WHERE: Manna House of Prayer, Concordia
COST: $425 for room, meals & registration; or
$40 one-day attendance plus $8.50 noon meal.

(A limited number of partial scholarships available for lay
participants; contact information below.)

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: July 12
FOR INFORMATION: retreatcenter@mannhouse.
org or 785/243-4428

Roman Empire and built their faith communities.
But from 312 AD, when the Emperor
Constantine converted to Christianity, the
Church became entwined with the Empire,
and blessed violence against other Christians
and war against the Empire’s enemies.
Rynne argues that only recently has the
Catholic Church shifted away from an emphasis on the “just war” toward a renewal of
gospel nonviolence.
Discussion topics for the week include
Gandhi’s satyagraha, or practice and philosophy of nonviolence; a variety of contemporary witnesses to gospel nonviolence; and
nonviolence in an age of terrorism.

Discover ... an EXTRAordinary Experience
For Catholic girls entering 6th, 7th & 8th grades
An opportunity to...
• Deepen our relationship with God
• Learn more about ourselves
• Get acquainted with others
• Play, pray and do ministry

June 17-19, 2010

Download a registration form
at www.csjkansas.org
For more information,
please contact
Sister Beverly Carlin, csj
PO Box 279
Concordia KS 66901
srbevc@csjkansas.org
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Annual dinner
yields $9,000
for new garden
Dr. Donna Beegle of Portland, Ore., brings passion, humor, research and her own life experience to her daylong March 30 workshop at the Nazareth Motherhouse in Concordia.

‘Poverty 101’ combines life story, solutions

W

hen Dr. Donna Beegle
looks like, this is how I see it.’ And
talks about the “war
I try to help you see it through difzone” where people in
ferent eyes.”
poverty live every day, her voice rings
One major part of that, she
with the emotion of her own experibelieves, is focusing on capacity
ence. But she backs up the stories
— having the means available for
from her life, and that of her family,
those in poverty to address issues
with nearly 20 years of education and
in their lives.
research to help those who too often
As an example, she explains
have no voice.
what happens when a poor child
“I know too much to be quiet,”
is discovered to have head lice. To
she said with both force and humor
avoid spreading the problem to
as she began the “Poverty 101” workother children, the school sends
shop March 30 at the Nazareth Moththe child home with instructions
erhouse in Concordia.
on how to eliminate the lice.
More than 120 participants from
“We tell parents to buy $18
throughout north central Kansas took
shampoo and take all the clothpart in the daylong workshop by Beeing and bedding to a laundromat
gle, a nationally known speaker from
where it’s going to cost $7 a load.
Portland, Ore. That evening she spoke Dr. Donna Beegle talks to the capacity crowd in the Motherhouse auditorium March 30. The
And we tell them to keep the child
workshop attracted more than 120 participants from throughout north central Kansas.
on the same subject at the Brown
at home, but these parents don’t
Grand Theatre as part of the Cook
have the kinds of jobs where you
Her parents and grandparents were cotton pickLecture Series, sponsored by the Cloud County
can take a sick day with a child; if they take a day,
ers, working throughout the West as migrant laCommunity College. Her presentations in Concorthey get fired.
borers for most of her childhood. Most of her famdia were sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph
“It’s a situation where those parents do not
ily
members
were
illiterate
and
they
were
often
and the college.
have the capacity to solve the problem.”
homeless.
The workshop was designed for professionals
Beegle readily acknowledges she did not have
et, she said, “My parents taught me evwho work with people in poverty and attracted
the needed capacity, either.
erything they knew. But they couldn’t
representatives from area schools, social service
t 25, she was a high school dropout
teach me about school, they couldn’t
agencies, local churches and other nonprofit orgaand divorced mother of two, with virteach me how to get out of poverty. They didn’t
nizations.
tually no job skills and on the verge of
know that.”
“If you’re working with people in poverty,”
homelessness.
Instead, she grew up hearing blame and feelBeegle told the crowd in the Motherhouse audiWhat she describes as a “fluke” led to her being judged by everyone outside her family.
torium, “odds are you are not in it for the money.
ing accepted into a pilot program to help poor
Just as she had no understanding of the midMost of you providing help to human beings are
single mothers break the cycle of poverty through
dle-class perspective, she now sees that “we as a
criminally underpaid.”
education. At first, though, the appeal of the pronation are uneducated on this subject of poverty.”
Throughout her presentation on the barriers
gram was solely in the subsidized housing that
Beegle’s goal, then, is “not to go into a commufaced by people who grow up in multigenerational
See SPEAKER, page 6.
nity and say, ‘Do this.’ I say, ‘This is what poverty
poverty, Beegle wove stories from her own life:

Y

A

T

he first full day of spring brought a
crowd to support Concordia’s new
Community Garden of Hope, while
also enjoying a full dinner, a diverse silent auction and the company of longtime friends.
The annual Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction March 21 attracted about 375 guests, plus
more than 40 volunteers from throughout the
community, and raised $9,000 — a significant
increase from the $6,000 raised at last year’s
dinner and auction.
Funds from this year’s event will go toward
the new garden, at the northeast corner of the
Motherhouse property. (See story below for more
details.)
The hottest item among the 40-plus in the silent auction was a basketball signed by the players and coaches of the KU Jayhawks; the winning
bid for that March Madness memento was $675.
A similarly signed K-State basketball drew just
$200 as the winning bid, while a Nebraska Cornhuskers ball went for $100.

ABOVE: Even in the
bustle of her duties
as a volunteer, Cheryl Sulkosky takes a
moment to chat with
a friend during the
March 21 event at
the Motherhouse.
LEFT: Vicky Thoman, left, accepts
a plate from Julia
McGinnis as the spaghetti dinner serving
line moves along,
Also helping to serve
dinner are Dolores
Aytes, center, and
Terri Headrick, right.

Community garden almost ready to get growing
R

ight now, it’s just a big rectangle of tilled
earth at the northeast corner of the Nazareth Motherhouse property. But later this spring
organizers hope the 100-by-200-foot plot will be
bustling with activity as Concordia’s first-ever
community garden.
The Sisters of St. Joseph have donated the
space, as well as the expertise of their organic gardener, Steven Mitchell, for the project.
Talk of creating an organic community garden actually began about two years ago, with a
number of sisters and staff members interested in
growing food without chemicals. But it took the
hiring of Mitchell — now at the start of his third
growing season at the Motherhouse — to give the
project the push it needed.
Mitchell has proven successful at using organic practices in the large Motherhouse garden,

which lies just to the south of the historic brick
building. Produce from that space and the nearby
greenhouse feeds the sisters who live at the Motherhouse from very early spring well into the fall.
Interest for the garden project grew in the
community forums that began in 2009. About mid
year, a small group of sisters and community volunteers came together to combine that expertise
with enthusiasm and ideas.
One hurdle was getting water to the large area
well away from the Motherhouse’s other gardens.
That was resolved in January when the sisters

drilled a new well to supply water for the half-acre
garden space. Work on pumps and piping will be
completed before the community garden opens.
Half the cost of the well was underwritten by
Change for Global Change, a funding organization
managed by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Philadelphia. Other funds are being sought and those interested in donating may call Martha Bryant, Development Office, 785/243-2113, ext. 1225.
The next steps are to get the word out to Concordians interested in gardening, and then sign up
the folks who will green up the brown rectangle
when planting begins around mid April.
So far, about 10 of the plots have been spoken
for. If you’re interested in renting a plot — for $13
a season — or need more information, call Sister
Betty Suther or Cecelia Thrash at Manna House of
Prayer, 785/243-4428.
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Speaker challenges
listeners to study
their communities
Beegle studied college graduates who had come from
multigenerational poverty.
came with it.
The one constant she found
“To motivate someone
was a mentor — someone
toward change, the change
who had taken an interest in
has to be convenient and
the individual and served as
I have to see its purpose, I
something as a “translator”
have to see what’s in it for
as that person moved from
me,” she explained. “We can
all be motivated, if we under- the culture of poverty to the
culture of
stand what
the middle
motivation
For
more
about
Dr.
Donna
Beegle
class.
works.”
or
to
order
her
book,
her
website
is:
“We
Part of
www.combarriers.com
have to
the motimove
vation for
away from
her as she
‘what’s
entered
wrong
the proThe next in a series of commuwith you?’
gram was
nity forums to focus on challenges
to ‘what’s
suddenly
facing Concordia and seek solutions
right with
being sur- is set for Thursday, April 29.
rounded by
Everyone interested in the future you,’ ” Beegle said.
people who of Concordia is invited; you do not
have
to
have
attended
a
previous
“We have
believed
session.
to adopt
in her
The “working lunch” is from
and who
11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Moth- the NASA
approach:
mentored
erhouse in Concordia.
RSVPs are needed. Contact Sis- Failure
her. And
ter
Jean
Rosemarynoski at 785/243- cannot be
it meant
2149
or
sisterjean@csjkansas.org.
an option.”
that those
We also
people had
have
to
to tell her
move past the idea that prothe truth.
grams to address poverty are
“There’s a middle-class
just too expensive in an ecomentality of, You gotta work
nomic downturn, she said.
for it!” she said. “But in our
She cited two statistics:
labor market, hard work is
Last year Americans spent
not an indicator of success.
$26 billion on merchandise
Who works harder? The
farm worker or the person in featuring Hannah Montana,
High School Musical and Disan office cubicle?
ney Princess. We spent an“Everyone I ever knew
other $33 billion on supplies
worked hard, and working
hard meant you still couldn’t and toys for our pets.
“Together that $59 billion
pay the utility bills or stop
would provide health care for
from getting evicted.”
all our children for five years,”
In her doctoral research
she said. “It’s not about scarat Portland State University,
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Neighborhood
Continued from page 1.

Continued from page 4.

ABOVE: Workshop participants
got a “sneak peek” of an upcoming PBS documentary titled “Invisible Nation,” which features
Dr. Donna Beegle’s work on poverty and includes interviews with
Beegle and several of her family
members.

Join the forums!

LEFT: April Todd of Marysville,
Kan., asks Dr. Beegle a question
during the afternoon session of
the workshop at the Motherhouse.
She was one of more than 120
registrants from throughout north
central Kansas.

city; it’s about priority.”
Poverty “is not a Republican issue, it’s not a
Democratic issue, it’s not
conservative or liberal, it’s
not Catholic or Mormon or
anything else. It’s a human
issue,” she said. “We have to
stop blaming and judging,
and we have to become educated about the barriers that
exist and simple ways we can
help break through them.

“I think it’s difficult to be
a good citizen without ‘Poverty 101.’ ”
Beegle was invited to
come to Concordia as an outgrowth of community forums
that began in early 2009. Designed to identify challenges
in Concordia and work on
solutions, the forums led to
the creation of a small group
of people looking at the
problems of poverty in the

community. That group identified Beegle for her work
with other towns and cities
facing similar challenges, and
invited her to lead the workshop here.
Today she is president of
Communication Across Barriers, a consulting firm devoted to improving communication and relationships.
Beegle is also founder
and CEO of PovertyBridge, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to changing lives for
people in poverty.
She is the author of “See
Poverty, Be The Difference,”
a resource book for professionals who work with people in poverty, and is a nationally recognized speaker,
discussion leader and trainer
on topics of poverty.

Nancy Welsh of Topeka (front left) receives a blessing from (left to right) Sisters Loretta Jasper, Janet LeDuc and Jean Rosemarynoski
as she is welcomed as the newest CSJ Associate to become a part of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia.

Welcome, renewal, celebration
Sisters join CSJ Associates in Motherhouse ceremony

T

he Sisters of St. Joseph gathered one afternoon in early March to welcome a new CSJ
Associate, while renewing the commitment of
eight other associates to the congregation. Also taking
part in the ceremony were two candidates to become
associates and two others — called “inquirers” — who
have taken the first step in the process.
The simple but solemn ceremony at the Motherhouse ended the annual weekend associate retreat, held
at Manna House of Prayer.
CSJ Associates are Christian men and women from
all walks of life who are committed to Gospel values and
are drawn by the charism, spirituality and mission of
the Sisters of St. Joseph.
Currently, there are associate members in cities
throughout Kansas, as well as Colorado, Missouri, New
Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma.
Joining the congregation as its newest associate was
Nancy Welsh of Topeka.
The two new candidates were Jane Christensen and
Myrna Shelton, both of Concordia.
Each received a copy of the “Maxims of the Little
Institute” and will spend the next seven to 12 months
studying the charism, spirituality, history and mission of
the congregation, praying with the associate community
and preparing to make a commitment to live the mission of a CSJ Associate.

To learn more
For information on the CSJ Associate program, contact:
 Sister Jean Befort at jeanbefort@sbcglobal.net
 Sister Janet Lander at janetmarycsj@yahoo.com
 Go to www.csjkansas.org/about/associates/

The two “inquirers” were Rosalita Flax of Ness City,
Kan., and Jayne Prior of Overland Park, Kan. Over a period of about five months, each woman will attend monthly meetings with a sponsor in order to discern whether
she is being called by God to be a CSJ Associate.
The CSJ Associates renewing their commitments
were:
 Carol Arts, Concordia.
 Amber Charbonneau, Dewey, Okla.
 Rita Collette, Concordia.
 Stephanie Hudson, Kansas City, Mo.
 Susan LeDuc, Ames, Kan.
 Kathy Schaefer, Augusta, Kan.
 Karma Smith-Grindell, Colorado Springs, Colo.
 Jennifer Spangler, Overland Park, Kan.
As associates, they meet with other associates and
sisters, participate in the prayer life of the congregation
and attend retreats, assemblies and celebrations of the
Sisters of St. Joseph.
Sisters Janet Lander and Jean Befort led the ceremony.

Concordia or around the world.
Now a new organizational structure encompasses all these works,
and will help describe how our mission of connecting people through
loving service shows itself in all
those varied projects.
Neighborhood Initiatives Inc. will
be used to identify works of service
sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia, projects initiated and
sustained by the congregation and
works we undertake in partnership
with others.
Examples include:
 Neighbor to Neighbor (see
page 1)
 Concordia Community Garden
of Hope (page 5)
 Concordia Year of Peace
 Volunteer programs throughout
the congregation (pages 8 and 9)
 Our mission in Brazil (page 11)

J

esus
  more?
Is

inviting you to

Come and See Retreat
April 23-24, 2010
Nazareth Motherhouse
Concordia

For information, contact
Sister Beverly Carlin, csj
srbevc@csjkansas.org
785/234-2149

T

A call to volunteers
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hink of it as a vacation

that refreshes the body,
energizes the spirit
& feeds the soul.
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Beauty, community, service — in New Mexico

T

hroughout our 83-year history in Silver City, N.M., the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia have reached out to volunteers for help in our ministries. But now for the first time, the sisters who live and serve there are
making the invitation in a way that benefits everyone involved.
As outlined in a new brochure (with the cover pictured at left), volunteers will:
 Share life in a small, prayerful community,
 Reach out in service to the people of Silver City and Grant County, and
 Discover the adventure and enchantment of Southwestern New Mexico.
Up to three volunteers at a time will live with Sisters Rita Plante and Rosemary
Farrell at St. Mary’s Spirituality Center, for anywhere from two weeks to two years.
And Sister Rita will work with the individual and a wide range of community organizations to find the volunteering opportunity that’s the best fit. Those organizations
include the Single Sock thrift shop, Grant County Food Pantry, El Refugio shelter, the
local senior center and community gardens.
If you’re handy with a hammer, have a green thumb, can run a computer, or just
want to combine sweat equity and spiritual growth, Sister Rita can find a place for you.
As two recent volunteers from Massachusetts put it, “Our stay was ... both physically and spiritually nourishing!”
And, we should mention, it’s free.
There is no charge to volunteers who stay at St. Mary’s, although you are welcome
to make a charitable donation to help cover the costs of your stay and to support our
continuing ministries throughout Grant County.

This is just one of the many volunteer opportunities available for people of all ages
through the Sisters of St. Joseph. While some volunteers get involved because they already know one of the sisters or are familiar with a project, others may connect through
the sisters’ Volunteer Coordinator, Sister Christine Doman. Call her at 915/532-7452 or
send her an email at cdoman56@aol.com.

The sisters are excited about the possibilities for
everyone involved: Rita and Rosie will share their
community life with you, the organizations in Silver
City will receive much needed assistance and you will
experience the gift of giving in a beautiful part of the
country.
“We believe our volunteers find that by giving,
they receive far, far more than they ever expected,”
Sister Rita says. “And for us, they become something
more than volunteers — they become our friends and
family.”
St. Mary’s Spirituality Center is at 1801 N. Alabama St. in Silver City, N.M. The phone number there
is 575/538-3350. Sister Rita may also be reached by
email at rplante@zianet.com

A chance to put college education into action
C

ollege graduation can be an exciting time for
young people ready to move on to the next
phase of your life — unless you’re uncertain about what
that next step will be, or whether it will have the kind of
meaning that’s important to you.
For those new or recent college graduates, volun(With the Sisters of St. Joseph)
 Community organic garden
 Neighbor to Neighbor
 Visiting retired sisters

teering with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia may
provide a much-needed transition, by giving you an opportunity to use your skills in leadership positions, put
classroom education into action, build your résumé and
network with others.
Your commitment would be for six months up to

 A new Poverty Reduction Initiative
 Driving for sisters living at the Motherhouse
 Providing religious education outreach in rural areas

two years, and in that time you would live with a local
community of sisters in Concordia, engage in meaningful and important work and still have time to explore
the wonders of north central Kansas.
Below we’ve listed a few of the volunteer opportunities available now:

(With other local agencies)
 Domestic Violence Association of Central Kansas (DVACK)
 Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) — requires a one-year commitment
 Public schools
 Community Resource Center
 English-Spanish translating

If this sounds like a partnership that could take advantage of your talents and abilities, contact:
Sister Jean Rosemarynoski (sisterjean@csjkansas.org) or Sister Anna Marie Broxterman (annacsj@csjkansas.org) 785/243-2149

Martha Bonine, front, and Sister Julie Christensen measure a window for blinds one
morning in mid-March while the resident’s granddaughter proves a rapt audience.

Taking spring break —
to volunteer for others
T

wo college students and the
director of campus ministry
spent their spring break hauling
garbage, sorting through a basement, installing window blinds and
doing whatever else was needed to
help several Concordia residents.
The women are all from College
of Saint Mary in Omaha, Neb., and
were in Concordia as part of the
Sisters of St. Joseph Spring Break
Alternative. In the program that began in 2003, the sisters’ volunteer
office and vocation director work
with the Concordia Community Resource Center to match the needs of
local residents with the abilities of
the college students who take part.
This year, the students were
Patty Saavedra of Lima, Peru, who
is a senior at the private Catholic
women’s university, and Theresa

Likens of Lincoln, Neb., who is a
sophomore there. Martha Bonine
is Saint Mary’s director of campus
ministry.
Together with Sister Beverly
Carlin, the congregation’s vocation
director who lives in Manhattan,
and Sister Julie Christensen of Concordia, they spent a week in March
doing chores and cleanup for three
local residents, who were referred
to them by the Resource Center.
For two mornings they also
helped out with the Neighbor to
Neighbor program that’ was being
held at the Motherhouse until the
new center downtown opens later
this month.
While taking part in the program, the women stayed at the
Nazareth Motherhouse and shared
meals and prayer with the sisters.
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Cousins dream big & succeed in very different ways

C

ousins Karen Pfeifer and
Alvera Reichert grew up
together in western Kansas. As Karen tells it, “We were two
little girls who played together,
laughed together, competed for good
grades in high school and college
— in a healthy way! — and had BIG
dreams.”
So when the two graduated from
Marymount College — both in 1972
— they began in earnest to make
those dreams come true. That process has led them on very different
paths.
Alvera Reichert worked for the
U.S. Agency for International Development — USAID — from 1989 until
her retirement from the agency in
2000. During those years she served
in Somalia, Bangladesh, Uganda, Senegal and Ukraine.
In 2003, after the U.S. invasion
of Iraq, the USAID asked for her help.

Eternal rest grant
unto them, O God!
Members of the Marymount
family we’ve lost
Ida Schicke Council ’58
May 16, 2008
Sister Francis Joseph Hoover, csj ’59
Dec. 17, 2009
Jeanette Burmaster Puthoff ’67A
Dec. 25, 2009
“Trudy” Wissbaum Schwartz ’64
Jan. 10, 2010
Sister Stanislaus Porter, csj ’50
Feb. 2, 2010
Rose Arnoldy ’74
Feb. 8, 2010
Mary Lou McCollum (Sister Stephen) ’46
Feb. 23, 2010
Sister Joseph Ann Vap, csj ’55A
Feb. 26, 2010
Barbara Wilson Fore ’64
Feb. 28, 2010

Alumni

UPDATE

Karen M. Pfeifer
Feighny, left, and
Alvera Reichert
had a chance to
spend a day together recently in
Washington, D.C.

At first she was
reluctant to sign
on, she told a
reporter for
The Hays (Kan.)
Daily News, but USAID told her the
commitment would only be one year
long. Five years later, she was still in
Baghdad as USAID’s senior contracting officer.
Last year, the National Chief Acquisition Officer Council recognized
her achievement in Iraq as well as

her “great personal sacrifice, courage and dedication” by selecting her
for its 2009 Acquisition Excellence
Award.
Alvera has just completed a
year’s training in Washington, D.C.,
and left Feb. 1 for a 12-month USAID
tour based in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Karen M. Pfeifer Feighny, Ph.D.,
meanwhile, is a psychologist, published academician and entrepreneur. She has been an assistant professor at the University of Kansas,
Lawrence, and at the University of
Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine. While at those universities,
Karen published extensively in refereed journals. These publications
are listed on the National Library of
Medicine web site.
Karen also founded numerous
grant-funded programs for the disenfranchised, including two for battered women and their children —
the Domestic Violence Association
of Central Kansas (DVACK) of Salina
and the Bridge Project (at the Rose
Brooks Center in Kansas City, Mo.).
She founded a consulting agency that
specialized in diversity training pro-

SEE ALUMS, page 11.

It’s almost Marymount class reunion time!
D

ear Marymount Alumni,
After an unusually long, cold winter, spring is
here. However, the over abundance of snow did not
stop Vivian Fusillo, MC’47, from enjoying the winter
weather in Minnesota!
At Christmas, she sent a card of herself making a
snow angel, suggesting “all the people of the world
should (at the same time) make angels in snow, sand
or salt.“

SEVERAL CLASSES are preparing for 2010 class
reunions. The class of ’60 has sent out invitations for
a June 26 reunion. If you are in this class and have not
received a notice of the reunion, you are probably on
the “address unknown” list.
To get on the mailing list, contact:
Marlene Hullerman Hermes
3348 N. Muir Road
Salina KS 67401
Phone: 785-823-6775
(Or you may contact me.)
If you know of classmates who did not receive reunion information, please encourage them to contact
one of us.

Other classes are still in the planning stage, but if your class has not
begun planning a reunion, it is not
too late. I will be happy to help you.
Just contact me.

CHECK OUT THE REVAMPED
Sisters of St. Joseph web site, at
www.csjkansas.org. There is a Marymount link, so if you have something
of interest to share with MC alum,
send it to me or to the sisters’ communication director (sjenkins@csjkansas.org).

THE KANSAS SPORTS HALL OF FAME extension
in Newton wants memorabilia to add to the Marymount College Spartan section. If anyone has basketball jerseys, score books, posters, etc., that you are
willing to donate, please send them to me or contact
me for further information.
May you have a beautiful and grace-filled spring.
Sincerely,
			

Sister Lucille Herman
Marymount Alumni Director

Marymount Alumni Office • P.O. Box 2485 • Salina KS 67402
Email: lcherman@yahoo.com • Phone: 785-823-8803
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Alums meet
to catch up
Continued from page 10.

During a walkthrough in early March, Sister Pat McLennon, at right, explains the renovation of the building exterior to members of the Downtown Concordia Improvement Grant Review Committee and others involved with the new Neighbor to Neighbor center.

New center benefits from volunteers
Continued from page 1.

designed the rebirth of the building on
Sixth Street.
The first floor of the building has
been has been completely redesigned,
with new sheetrock, flooring, bathroom fixtures and plumbing, lighting,
cabinets and doors, appliances, an interior staircase and paint.
Motherhouse employees Gene
Ganstrom, Curtis Mansfield, Brad Snyder, Jim Helton and Renn Allsman have
done most of the interior work.
Outside, the sisters have applied
for a $5,000 grant from the city of
Concordia to help cover the costs of
removing facades added decades after the structure was built in 1888,
replacing all the windows and doors,
building a wheelchair-accessible ramp
at the main entrance and repairing
and rebuilding the concrete pad and
basement stairs at the rear of the
building. The money, part of the 2009

Downtown Concordia Improvement
Grant Program, will go toward nearly
$16,500 paid to local contractors for
that exterior work.
Community volunteers have also
pitched in. Members of the Catholic
Youth Organization of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church devoted a weekend
to cleaning out trash, and a work crew
from First Methodist Church turned out
for a day of interior demolition.
Sisters and other volunteers from
Concordia and Salina have installed
insulation and wallboard and then
painted the entire interior.
When the center opens later this
month, some of those same volunteers
will be recruited for different duties.
The center will provide a wide array of services and classes for women
and for women with young children
and be a resource center to help them
find other services they need, said Sister Pat. But more than that, it will be
a place where women of all ages can
connect with one another.

There will be a schedule of free
classes, in everything from crocheting, cooking and tai chi to interviewing
skills and parenting — with volunteers
offering their expertise as teachers and
leaders. But there will also be opportunities just to chat, have a cup of coffee
and get to know other women in the
community, the sisters say.
“Our focus is providing a place
for women,” Sister Pat said. “If we can
help, we will — with whatever their
needs are. But we also believe that just
by being there, women will help other
women. There’s power just in knowing
you’re not alone.”
To start, the center will be open
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday, and from 1 to
8 p.m. on Thursdays.
The sisters plan a public open
house in mid May, both to thank the
workers and volunteers who have
made the center possible and to introduce more people to Neighbor to
Neighbor.

grams throughout the United
States and is now working on a
rural elders program for when
she returns to Kansas.
Karen is presently a statistician for the U.S. Census Bureau
in Washington, D.C., working as
part of the team preparing the
country for the 2010 Census.
She and Leo Glynn Feighny,
MC ’71, were married in the
Marymount chapel. Leo has
worked primarily in marketing
and advertising, and is also a
statistician with the U.S. Census
Bureau in Washington, D.C. Leo
and Karen have two daughters,
Jill and Erica, and three grandchildren.
So it was in Washington,
D.C., where the two cousins,
along with Karen’s husband
Leo, were able to spend a day
together recently.
As Karen Feighny wrote
in an email, “Our visit with Alvera turned out to be a ‘God
moment’ for me. (Her) story
touched my heart. …
“She has served in Bangladesh, Ghana, Somalia, Uganda,
Baghdad, Iraq, and now, Kabul.
My ‘God moment’ was the realization that she has seen the
side of humanity that many of
us will never see — abject poverty and deprivation. This is
a time when there is certainly
suffering in the United States
with the high unemployment
rate; but, Alvera has witnessed
a different kind of suffering. I
also realized that she has lived
her life ‘on the edge.’ She talked about her daily brushes with
death in Iraq and a harrowing
experience in Somalia. And yet,
there is a peace and joyfulness
about her. Her faith is very
profound, and it sustains her
through her journey.”
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M

ore than four decades of
tropical weather and the
onslaught of termites made
replacing the roof of the Sisters of St.
Joseph Regional House in Teresina,
Piauí, Brazil, a necessity.
But it took a grant from the Donald
D. Lynch Family Foundation for $9,475,
and a little creativity, to do that — and
more.
After workers removed the old corrugated metal roofing sheets, they built
a wood frame that would both provide
a base for the new ceramic tiles and allow for better air circulation throughout the building.
The new ceramic tiles, unlike the

Standing,
from left:
Veraluce Alves Rocha,
Mariana Alves Rocha
and Naira
Regina da
Silva Ribeira.
In front:
Ircélia Alves
Rocha.

Recognizing
Catholic youth

The latest news from our Sisters in Brazil

A cool(er) new roof in Teresina

April 2010 								

Andrea Jo Mattas
GRADE LEVEL: Sophomore

ABOVE: A worker,
at right, puts ceramic tiles on the
Regional House
roof.
LEFT: After all the
work was completed at the end
of January, the
sisters and workers joined together
under the newly
covered volleyball
court for a “feijoada” to celebrate.

Congregation welcomes three candidates

T

hree young women
answered God’s call in
February, becoming the three
newest candidates of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia
in Teresina, Brazil.
They were welcomed into
the congregation in a ceremony Feb. 11, where they joined
Veraluce Alves Rocha, who
came to the Sisters of St. Jo-

seph in February 2009.
The three who are beginning the initial formation program are Iracélia Alves Rocha
and Mariana Alves Rocha, both
from the city of Guaribas in
the southern part of Piauí, and
Naira Regina da Silva Ribeiro
from the Parque Mão Santa
community in Teresina. Veraluce is also from Guaribas.

The welcoming celebration — on Our Lady of
Lourdes feast day — reminded them that God has called
them and that the Sisters of
St. Joseph are happy to receive them.
The four candidates join
about 15 sisters who live and
work in missions in Brazil.

— By Irmã Eleutéria Sousa da Costa

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU: I like being active in my church

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES: (at church) Lector, cantor, altar
server, trumpet player for Christmas masses, youth choir,
CCD, CYO, Nursing Home Church Service Volunteer, Discover Camp counselor for the Sisters of St. Joseph; (at school)

leven employees representing 180 years of
service to the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia were honored in February.
The annual Employee Gratitude Dinner at the
Motherhouse drew of a crowd of
more than 100 employees, their
guests and Sisters of St. Joseph. The
theme for the evening was “You
Light Up My Life.”
The employees honored Feb. 11
were:
 VICKY THOMAN of Scandia,
VICKY
administrative
assistant to the LeadTHOMAN
ership Council, for 30 years of service.
 DARLENE DAVIS of Delphos, nurse aide, 25
years.
 RITA COLLETTE of Concordia, charge nurse,
20 years.
 SUSAN LeDUC of Concordia, administrative services area coordinator at Manna House of
Prayer, 20 years.
 BLANCHE WILSON of Clyde, housekeeper/
dietary aide, 20 years.
 CARLENE EDWARDS of Jamestown, cook,
15 years.
 VIRGINIA JOHNSON of Concordia, nurse
aide, 15 years.
 SHARON BATES of Concordia, nurse aide,
10 years.
 JOY BLISS of Concordia, housekeeper, 10
years.
 HARRIET BROWN of Concordia, nurse aide,
10 years.
 BARBARA KORTMAN of Concordia, nurse
aide, five years.
The Sisters of St. Joseph have about 65 employees at the Motherhouse, Manna House of Prayer
and the Court Street administrative center.
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FFA, FFA chapter secretary, Scholar’s Bowl, forensics, Drama Club, PALS (Partners in Active Learning Support), mentor with the FFA.

SCHOOL: Wilson (Kan.) Junior Senior High School

Employees honored
for service to sisters
E

old roofing, reflect rather than retain
heat, making the mission more comfortable for the sisters who serve there.
But many of the old roofing sheets
were still good, so they were used to
create a roof for the open-air volleyball
court, which can now be used as an
outdoors meeting place.
Regional House is part of a complex
where the sisters have served since
arriving in Teresina in 1963. The complex includes the laundry, library, auditorium, coffee break area, bathrooms,
the covered volleyball court and Center
Guadalupe, which was the original formation house for the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia in Brazil.

The Messenger						

and school and so I like to volunteer to do a lot in them. I
am very active in our FFA chapter in my school. I am very
passionate about the FFA and agriculture. I am motivated
to be active in my church so I can express the talents that
God has given me.
PARENTS: Mike and Mary Mattas of Wilson, Kan.

DARLENE
DAVIS

RITA
COLLETTE

SUSAN LeDUC

BLANCHE
WILSON

CARLENE
EDWARDS

VIRGINIA
JOHNSON

SHARON
BATES

JOY BLISS

HARRIET
BROWN

BARBARA
KORTMAN

www.csjkansas.org
Upgrade gives sisters’ web site
fresh look, lots of new features

T

he Sisters of
St. Joseph
focus our congregational life on a 108year-old brick building in the small central Kansas city of
Concordia.
But there is nothing old-fashioned or
quaint about the web
site that portrays us
to the world. The site
(www.csjkansas.org)
was relaunched in
February with a wide
variety of new features and information.
We have had an online presence for several years, and it was
first updated about a year ago. But
the most recent iteration includes
video from other religious congregations, photo slideshows to
highlight our sisters’ work and indepth answers to questions about
religious life.
Those interested in our sisters’ activities and events may
subscribe to the site’s RSS feature
to receive email alerts when new
content is added.
In the coming months, the
Concordia-based congregation
plans to add other features to the

site, including audio clips and interactive forums.
The web site is updated regularly with news about the sisters
and our work in Concordia and
elsewhere.
The site is maintained by our
Communications Office.
If you have questions about
the site, or suggestions about information that should be added or
how it could be improved, please
contact Sarah Jenkins at sjenkins@
csjkansas.org or 785/243-2113,
ext. 1217.
(You can also check us out on
Facebook — we’ve got a page at
facebook.com/csjkansas.)
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Sister Joseph Ann Vap: May 11, 1931-Feb. 26, 2010

Sister Stanislaus Porter: May 3, 1916-Feb. 2, 2010

Eulogist: Sister Pat McLennon
Vigil: Feb. 28, 2010, at the Nazareth Motherhouse in Concordia

Eulogy written by Sisters Judy Stephens and Mary Jo Thummel
Given by Sister Mary Jo Thummel
Vigil: Feb. 5, 2010, at the Nazareth Motherhouse in Concordia

This is what we are all about:
We plant seeds that one day will grow…
And we water seeds already planted,
Knowing that seeds from the past
Have within them what is needed
For the transformation and new life
That is taking place.
— Archbishop Oscar Romero

S

ome of you may not know that Sister Joseph Ann was an avid gardener. In conversations with her it seemed that gardening was what grounded her and actually served
as a spiritual guide for her throughout her life.
Winifred Sylvia Vap was born May 11, 1931,
to Joseph and Anna Kacirek Vap on a small farm
in western Kansas. She was welcomed into the
family by her two older brothers, Leonard and
Melvin. The family grew and Winnie, as she was
called, had four younger sisters, Ramona, Geraldine, Yvonne and Virginia, and two younger brothers, Leo and Eugene. She is survived by Leo and
Eugene. (Her sister Geraldine Lane died a month
after Sister Joseph Ann, in Topeka.)
About the time Winnie was ready to begin
school the family moved to Atwood, Kan., and lived
across the street from Sacred Heart Church. It was
about that time she planted her first flower garden.
Joseph and Anna Vap, were very loving parents and instilled the beliefs and values of their
catholic faith in their children. Catholic school education was one of their values.
When Winnie was ready for eighth-grade, her
parents sent her and her sister Ramona to Notre
Dame Academy in Omaha, Neb. It was staffed by
the Sisters of Notre Dame. During the five years
she attended school there she developed a devotion to Mary, the Mother of God. She became a
Child of Mary on Dec. 8, 1945. She said that it was
the most solemn ceremony she had ever attended
at that time.
When she was a junior in high school, she
felt a call to religious life but resisted it because
she wanted to be an airline hostess. She said she
wanted to fly all over the world!
After she graduated from high school, she and
her sister Ramona attended Marymount College
in Salina to become nurses. Once again the vocation question surfaced for Winnie. She said that
she talked about it with Sister Mary Leon who

helped her “face the facts that she really had a vocation and she needed to do something about it.”
That year during the annual student retreat she
had a profound experience of God’s presence. She
knew with certainty that God had always been the
ground of her being, loving her unconditionally
and gently luring her to a vocation as a Catholic
Sister. She made a decision to follow her call and
become a Sister of St. Joseph.
Winnie entered the community on Feb. 5,
1951. She was received as a novice and given the
name Sister Joseph Ann on Aug. 15, 1951. She
pronounced first vows on Aug. 15, 1952, and final
vows Aug. 15, 1955.

Homecomings

Sister Joseph Ann received her
diploma from Marymount School of Nursing in
1955, and then took State Boards to become a registered nurse.
During her 46 years of hospital ministry, Sister
Joseph Ann served at St. Joseph Hospital in Concordia, Seneca Hospital, St. Anthony Hospital in Sabetha, Kan., and St. Joseph Hospital in Belvidere, Ill.
Her great love was St. Joseph in Belvidere, where
she served for 37 years as a pediatric nurse, medical and surgical nurse, and in 1992 she became a
certified Patient Relations Representative.
In one of her early reflections about her ministry she wrote; “I may not do great work in the
eyes of the world, but I will be ever mindful of the
suffering Jesus as I minister to the patients.” Years
later she wrote, “Suffering is a part of life’s journey and each of us is a partner in service to others
along that journey.”
As she ministered to patients, families, and the
hospital staff, she said that she practiced attentive
and compassionate listening as she believed listening is an essential element in the healing process.
Recently, she told me that her Maxim is taken from
Maxim 80: “Be aware that holiness consists in
something utterly hidden and known to God alone.
Writing about her years in Belvidere, she reflected: “My nursing background has provided me
with a great compassion for both the physical and
spiritual needs of the people...
“And I planted a lovely garden in the grotto
and cared for it through the years.”
OSF St. Joseph Hospital closed in 1999, and
Sister Joseph Ann and Sister Mary Luke were the
last two Sisters living and working at the hospital.

The people of Belvidere
held ceremony to celebrate
the almost 100 years of
health care service by the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia and to express their
gratitude in spite of the
loss and sorrow they were
all feeling.
The auditorium was filled to capacity, and Sisters Mary Luke and Joseph Ann were invited to
speak. I was touched as Sister Joseph Ann took
Sister Mary Luke by the hand and gently led her
to the microphone. Mary Luke was no longer
able to speak to a large audience, so Sister Joseph
Ann gave a lovely and gracious response for both
of them. She and Mary Luke both knew that it
was time to leave and did so with acceptance and
dignity. At that moment I recognized the quiet
strength of a woman who had the courage and
trust in God’s providence to let go of a familiar
and wonderful place of ministry.
Sister Joseph Ann moved to Medaille Center in
Salina, and she didn’t waste any time getting involved with residents at Kenwood Nursing Home.
She visited and prayed with residents living there
each week. Her sister Ramona Hanson lived in
Salina and so she had time to be with her during
her last years. Joseph Ann and Ramona had been
very close throughout their lives, and during these
last years they were both diagnosed with cancer.
Ramona died in November.
As people have been remembering Sister Joseph Ann these days I have heard over and over
how hospitable and gracious she was to the employees; she always made a point to greet them
and call them by name. How considerate she was
of Sisters who were sick or incapacitated; and how
her lovely smile just made everyone feel so good.
During these last months, living between
life and death, Sister Joseph Ann found hope in
the faithful love of God and the support and love
of her family, friends, and community. She died
peacefully Feb. 26, 2010 at the Motherhouse.
This is what Sister Joseph Ann was all about:
She planted seeds that one day grew…
She watered seeds already planted,
She knew that seeds from the past
Had within them what she needed
And now… the transformation and new life
Has taken place
In the fullness of God’s Great Love.

“The time is here for me to leave this life. I have
done my best in the race, I have run the full distance,
and have kept the faith, and now there is waiting for
me the victory prize…”
— 2 Timothy 4:1-8

D

oris Porter was born May 3, 1916, in
Edmond, Kan. She was one of six children born to Thomas and Alice Porter
— Larry, Jerry, Alice Ault, Doris, Betty Reichert,
and Catherine Byers (all deceased).
Doris entered the Sisters of St. Joseph on May
26, 1942, and was given the name Sister Mary Stanislaus. She made final profession on Aug. 15, 1947.
Sister Stanislaus has a long and distinguished
list of achievements in the field of education. She
graduated from Marymount College in 1950 with
a bachelor’s degree in English and from Marquette
University in 1958 where she earned her master’s
degree in speech with psychology as a minor. She
also attended many other universities for refresher courses throughout the years.
Sister Stanislaus taught school in Jewell and
Saline counties before entrance into the community. Her first mission was to St. Vincent’s parochial
school in Silver City, N.M. There she helped organize this new school.
Following that she taught at schools in Concordia and Cawker City and then served as assistant
director of the Apostolic School for young women
here at Nazareth Convent from 1954 to 1959. From
there she went to Abilene, Kan., where she helped
organize a school in St. Andrew’s parish. Then it
was on to Central Catholic High School in Grand
Island, Neb., where she taught speech and drama.
From 1966 to 1978 she returned to Silver City,
N.M., as principal of St. Mary’s grade and high
school. These were years of great transition; the
school became a day school and no longer provided boarding facilities for students. A kindergarten
was opened and a lay school board was formed.
Programs for youth in the area were developed
under the direction of the EI Paso Youth Department. Search and Antioch retreats were held at St.
Mary’s for high school and college students.
In 1980, Sister Stanislaus returned to Kansas
where she served as administrator of Medaille
Center in Salina until 1984. From there she served
as parish minister in Beloit, Glasco, Cawker City,

Mankato, Esbon and Smith Center for the next 16
years. Then she retired to the Motherhouse, and
in 2004 moved to Mount Joseph.
As this brief resume of Sister Stanislaus’ life
isn’t enough, I will mention that she also received
numerous awards during her life. Probably her
proudest moment was being named “Outstanding
Citizen of Silver City and Grant County” in 1978 for
“holding aloft the light of education for people of
all faiths and circumstances.”
Sister Stanislaus is quoted in the newspaper as
saying, “I was very happy and very surprised at receiving the honor. The real credit

Homecomings

for this honor goes to the parents,
all of the community, all of the
civic clubs, all the businesses, who have seen what
we are doing and are helping. They have shown an
appreciation for our efforts in continuing Christian
education.” The paper notes that Sister Stan (as
she was referred to at St. Mary’s) said all this in a
gentle, persuasive, disarmingly enchanting way,
known by every citizen and business in the community.
I believe we still have a mission and presence
today in Silver City, thanks to “Sister Stan.” She
stayed on and stood her ground at a time in the
1970s when everyone else was leaving the Southwest and it looked like we would close that mission. For a few years she was the only sister living
there at St. Mary’s. Then gradually a few others
returned and a variety of ministries have continued. In June 2006 the mission celebrated its 80th
anniversary and Sister Stanislaus was remembered often by many.
In between the lines of this brief history, we
see a bold and courageous woman, and one who
didn’t hesitate to break out and do what she
needed to do!
She knew no stranger and reached out her
hand in hospitality to all. She truly lived our
charism of bringing the love of God to all among
whom she ministered. She probably came by this
trait naturally from her home training. She is
quoted as having said that once when they were
having a snowstorm, near her home and people
were stranded, her father brought the people to
their house and her mother put them up until they
could be on their way.
She had a truly unique character! She was al-
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ways vivacious and full of
life, with a twinkle in her
eye that folks could not
refuse. She was a whirlwind of activity and quite
hard to keep up with!
The quote I used to
open the eulogy tonight
reminds me of these
qualities. Stan was my teacher in the Apostolic
School and she probably reminded us to conduct
ourselves with the greatest possible decorum because she seemed to always be racing somewhere
to accomplish something. Nothing that she did
was done in small measure.
Sister Stanislaus’ faith matched the strength
and determination of her other undertakings in life.
The importance of prayer to her is evidenced by her
well worn and much used Bible with many passages
underlined and notes written in the margins.
Summed up in her own words, “Love must begin within me as one of God’s unique creations. My
mission is to strive for complete self surrender to
my loving God, so that Jesus may live within me, to
minister, as He will to His People. I unite in prayer
with the Perfect Christian — God’s Mother Mary.”
On the occasion of her 50th Jubilee she wrote
of gratitude for the gifts of her faith, her vocation,
her band members and all her Sisters of St. Joseph.
She said, “Life is a Journey of Faith. There will
always the joys and the pains on our journey. Yet
as I live each day, I learn a little more about the
real meaning of life and the path I have chosen. In
spite of the trials and difficulties, joy has always
come through.”
In her later years, Sister Stanislaus seemed
delicate as a fine doily, still always the lady, yet
more and more quiet and gentle. Bit by bit her life
was more and more surrendered to God until its
completion at her death. She expresses all this in a
message she wanted shared with all of you:
“I wish to thank God for my faith, for grace to be
a Catholic and member of the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia, I ask for prayers. I ask that the Bible
Vigil and Mass be filled with great joy that I have
finished my “Journey of Faith” on planet Earth and
have gone to my resurrected Lord. Alleluia. The
Bible readings I choose because they have been of
great strength in my life.”
Dear Stanislaus you have indeed “done your
best in the race, you have run the full distance, and
have kept the faith…” And we commend you to God
for your victory prize.
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LEFT: With St. Joseph seemingly gazing down on the
service, Sister Mary Jo Thummel leads a special prayer in
honor of the patron on his feast day, March 19.
ABOVE: Sister Marcia Allen accepts the 2009 Volunteer of
the Year Award on behalf of the Sisters of St. Joseph from
the Concordia Area Chamber of Commerce on Jan. 9.
RIGHT TOP: Organic gardener Steven Mitchell talks about
the new community garden during a presentation to sisters
and the public March 4, while Sister Betty Suther waits to
sign people up for the individual plots on the northeast corner of the Motherhouse property. (For more, page 5.)
RIGHT BOTTOM: College of Saint Mary students Patty
Saavedra, left, and Theresa Likens help clean out a homeowner’s garage as part of their volunteer duties during their
weeklong “Spring Break Alternative” in mid March. The
project was coordinated by Sister Beverly Carlin, in the
background. (For more, see page 9.)

