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hen the students at
St. Teresa’s Academy were asked
what they wanted
in a new chapel at their Catholic high
school in Kansas City, they had an idea
that could be tough to translate into
construction materials.
The 563 girls said the new worship space — which would be part
of the fourth building on the school’s
campus — should have “a feminine
feel.”
The architectural firm of Gould
Evans — including architect Tony
Rohr, the father of a St. Teresa’s student — kept that in mind as research
began. And ultimately the firm found
its inspiration in bobbin lace patterns
that date to the mid-1600s and a con-

temporary lacemaker who lives
in Concordia.
The result is a stunningly
unique exterior on the recently
dedicated Chapel of St. Joseph,
which makes up part of St.
Teresa’s new Windmoor Center.
The story of the exterior
design, though, has to be woven
into the history of the Sisters of
St. Joseph and the school itself.
ABOVE: The lace-cloaked Chapel of St. Joseph brings together
When the Sisters of St. Joseph a 17th-century heritage and 21st century architecture.
were founded in 1650 in LePuy,
AT LEFT: The lace “skin” creates dappled light throughout the
new chapel, to give the worship space the kind of “feminine
France, they were among the
feel” the students at the all-girls high school wanted.
first Catholic communities to
accept ordinary women and to
istries — especially by making lace,
live among the people they served.
a common trade in that region of
Those early Sisters were not wealthy
or educated, and they had to work to
See CHAPEL, page 14.
support themselves and their min-

Sisters elect Leadership Council for next four years

S

ister Marcia Allen has
been selected to lead
the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia for another four
years, along with five of the six
members of the Leadership

Council she has served with
since they were elected together
in 2008.
Sister Marcia was elected
president in early February as
the congregation’s Senate came

to an end. The Senate — the
Concordia congregation’s highest deliberative body — convenes every four years.
Sister Marcia will serve with
a vice president and five council

members. Five of those six are
completing their first terms on
the council and were re-elected
for another four years.

See COUNCIL, page 4.
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Reflecting on four years

How do we measure up to our ideals?

Every week . . . they will consult for a half hour on the
state of their Congregation and the works of zeal ordinarily done.

D

From the First Rules (Règlements) by Jean-Pierre Médaille, SJ

ear Friends,
As the current term of our Leadership
Council comes to an end, we are taking
a longer look at all our “works of zeal
ordinarily done,” meaning everything each sister does
wherever she lives and serves.
The question of whether we’ve done enough —
whether we’ve given enough — can be answered by
looking at another section of those First Rules, written
in 1650 by our founder, Father Medaille: We are called
to give everything — a total gift of self as individuals
and as community.
Have we succeeded? Think about the answer to that
question as you read through the timeline on pages 8
and 9.
For us, the answer comes by looking at five areas
where we have focused our prayer, activities and
resources during these last four years.
The first was “ministry and visibility.” Through the
help of our communications director in cooperation
with our sisters, we have been able to tell you many of
our stories. That has allowed us to broaden our reach
into the needs of the world, and form new partnerships.
Our second focus was “membership revitalization,”
which we mistakenly assumed would be a deeper
prayer life and more intentional relationship with God

of daily life. It has led to
and all others. But what
wider understanding of
happened was a complete
the Earth’s role in our life
surprise!
and sustenance and our
Seven women made
A message from
obligation to be ecologically
vowed commitments, with
gentle in all our undertaktwo more scheduled to
ings. Finally, we are explorprofess their vows in June,
plus there are another five
ing various means through
president of the
which the community as a
candidates in the process.
Sisters of St. Joseph
whole can be a mediator of
Consider this: From
of Concordia
peace and harmony.
1982 until 2007 we had six
Our fifth and last focus,
new members in the con“finding the best use of our
gregation. Then, in the last
properties,” resulted in the
four years, we have added
14 new voices to every assembly — more than one-10th sale of some, the purchase of another and the exploration of how the Motherhouse can be a work of service
of the active members in any of our assemblies.
This new component in our membership has created for the world. We were challenged to turn loose of sentimental attitudes and focus on how ownership must
amazing vitality, new ideas, a need for new structures,
serve our mission and purpose.
many questions and good discussions. Above all, it has
As we look at the timeline and consider these five
stimulated conversations about commitment and the
points, we ask ourselves, How do we measure up to our
meaning of the vows and how they call us to live in the
ideals? And, How is our world more alive because of our
21st century.
Our third focus was “financial responsibility.” Exami- presence?
The next four years are in God’s hands. But we move
nation of resources led to the resolution to designate
into them with a sense of abundance: What we received
more for charities and new initiatives. The generosity
as a gift, we must give as a gift.
we receive from others we want to pass on to those
What we know of the future is that we will be faithwith greater need.
ful to the maxim given to us by Father Medaille: “Tend
Our fourth focus was the development of a “culsolely and lovingly to resemble the dear Savior Jesus
ture of nonviolence.” This has been the center of each
perfectly and in all things. Let him live in you and you
individual’s examination of conscience and has led to
much more awareness of the small and subtle violences live utterly in him.”

Sister Marcia Allen,
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More events,
projects
coming up

L

ots going on in our office these
days!

 A friend of the Sisters of
St. Joseph is gathering a committee
to plan a fundraiser for us in
the Chicago area.

LEFT: Sister Marcia Allen, left, greets guests,
including Lorene and
Bob Steimel, at the annual Motherhouse Spaghetti Dinner Sunday,
March 25.

If you’re interested in being on
the committee or
attending, please
let us know.

 We just
received a grant
from the Kansas
Health Foundation and the Kansas
State Research and Extension office
for the Concordia Community Garden of Hope.
Among other things, the money
will be used to add raised beds for
those with limited mobility and
teach junior high students sustainable gardening techniques.

 We’re designing a new
program that will allow women to
live with us in the Motherhouse for a
period of time, joining the sisters for
meals, prayers and other activities —
but to make that possible, our fourth
floor is undergoing a face lift.
The work includes adding air
conditioning to make it more comfortable for our guests, plus adding a
small chapel next to the magnificent
“Rose Window.”
Donations are welcome to help
with this project. Limited naming
opportunities are available as well
for donors wishing to underwrite
much of the cost of specified areas.
If you have questions or need information
on any of these projects or events,
you can reach me at:
Sister Jean Rosemarynoski
Development Director
785/243-2113, ext. 1225
jrose@csjkansas.org
P.O. Box 279, Concordia KS 66901

BELOW: Sister Lucy
Schneider was one of
five volunteers who
provided musical entertainment throughout the
afternoon.

Food, friends, fundraising!
Annual Sunday dinner fills Motherhouse

T

hanks to all
who made
the Motherhouse
Spaghetti Dinner such a
success! We know that
even those who could
not be here Sunday,
March 25, were with us
in spirit. Thanks to the
many volunteers and sisters who pitched in, we
served more than 430
meals and raised $9,585.
While we love the
annual event because it
gives all of us a chance
to welcome so many guests and renew
so many friendships, we know that those
attending also like the chance of winning
some of the great prizes made possible by
generous donors.
This year there were a total of nine
prizes. Here’s the list, along with the
winner and the person who donated the
prize (except when that person asked to
remain anonymous):
 $500 cash — Deb Blackwood of

Clyde, Kan. (anonymous donation)
 Apple iPad — Megan Nulf of
Bartelsville, Okla. (donated by Vince and
Laurita Berland)
 Kenmore Gas Grill — Keith Sells
of Belleville, Kan. (donated by Pestinger
Distributing)
 Quilt — Margaret Denneler of
Colby , Kan. (handmade and donated by
Sister Betty Suther)
 Stuffed Dinosaur Pair — Elijah
Tremblay of Emporia, Kan. (handmade

and donated by Sister Loretta Clare Flax)
 $250 Rod’s Gift Card — Kenneth
Hammerbacher of Belleville, Kan. (anonymous donation)
 $100 Target
Gift Card —
Leanna Rexford
of Ponca City,
Okla. (anonymous
donation)
 $100
Lowe’s Gift Card
— Mary Ann
Save the Date
Palmquist of
for 2013!
Concordia (anonyDon’t you love it when
mous donation)
the calendar cooper $100
ates? The date for next
Applebee’s Gift
year’s Motherhouse
Spaghetti Dinner falls on
Card — Maxine
St. Patrick’s Day, which
Boling of Clyde,
gives us lots of opporKan. (anonymous
tunities to plan special
donation)
fun events for guests of
all ages.
Musicians
who performed
during the dinner
were Jane and Amanda Wahlmeier, Sarah
Harvey, Gina Sanders and Sister Lucy
Schneider.
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Our Sisters in
Brazil

New Coordination Team
begins service in Brazil

T

he four women who make up
the Coordination Team for the
Brazil Mission of the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Concordia took up their
roles earlier this year.
Sister Maria Augusta Mendes Bispo
is serving as regional coordinator,
while Sister Joana Maria das Graças de
Sousa is vice coordinator, Sister Luciene Maria de Carvalho is treasurer and

Sister Patricia Neihouse is councilor.
They will serve until January 2015.
There are 16 sisters serving in Brazil, in missions in Graça Aranha, Parque
Mão Santa (Teresina), Picos and the
Vila Operária (Teresina).
The Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia have had a mission in Teresina, in
the northeastern state of Piauí, since
February 1963.

AT LEFT: During a ceremony in Teresina, Piauí, Brazil in January, Sister Maria Augusta Mendes Bispo, right, signs the
document confirming her as regional coordinator, as the rest of the Mission Coordination Team waits their turn. They
are, from left, Sisters Patricia Neihouse, Joana Maria das Graças de Sousa and Luciene Maria de Carvalho.

Council
Continued from page 1.

Their new term will begin July 1.
For Sister Marcia, a native of Plainville, Kan., the 2012-16 term will actually
be her fourth stint as president. She was
first elected in 1987 and then re-elected
in 1991. Under the congregation’s Constitution, there is a limit of two consecutive
terms as president. But she was elected
again in 2008.
Sister Marcia was received into the
congregation in 1959. She earned her
bachelor’s degree from Marymount College and a master’s degree from Kansas
State University. Later she earned a
doctorate in applied ministry from the
Graduate Theological Foundation in
Mishawaka, Ind.
The other council members re-elected
were:
 Sister Jean Rosemarynoski, who was
elected vice president. She is currently
the congregation’s Development Director
and has served the last four years on the
council.
A native of Wichita, Sister Jean was
received into the congregation in 1994.
She received a bachelor’s degree from
Washburn University and master’s
degrees from Kansas State University and
St. Mary’s University of Minnesota. Prior
to her election to the council four years
ago, Sister Jean served as communications

April 2012 								

sister MARCIA
ALLEN

sister JEAN
ROSEMARYNOSKI

sister ANNA MARIE
BROXTERMAN

director for the congregation. Previously,
she was a special education teacher,
director of a planning grant for the Cloud
County Resource Council and was a staff
member at Manna House of Prayer in
Concordia.
 Sister Anna Marie Broxterman, of Baileyville, Kan. She has been a Sister of St.
Joseph since 1959 and earned a bachelor’s degree from Marymount College
and a master’s degree from Regis University in Denver. The longtime vocation
director for the congregation until her
election to the council four years ago,
Sister Anna Marie earlier served as a hospital nurse, as a staff member at Manna
House and as a campus minister.
 Sister Judy Stephens, who is originally
from Oakley, Kan. She was received into
the congregation in 1961 and earned a
bachelor’s degree from Marymount College and a master’s from the University
of Detroit. She served in the Hispanic
ministry for the Catholic Charities of
Salina before her election to the coun-

sister JUDY
STEPHENS

sister BETH
STOVER

cil in 2008. Previously, she had done
similar work in Silver City, N.M., and
Palomas, Mexico, and was on the staff of
Manna House.

 Sister Beth Stover, of Beloit, Kan., who
has served since 2008 as vice president.
She was received into the congregation
in 1960. She received a bachelor’s degree
from Marymount College and a master’s
from St. Louis University.
Before being elected to the council in
2008, Sister Beth was program director
for the North Central-Flint Hills Area
Agency on Aging. Before that she had
served as director of laboratory services
in hospitals, as administrator of the
Nazareth Motherhouse in Concordia and
as executive director of Catholic Charities
of Salina.

 Sister Mary Jo Thummel, a native of
Plainville, Kan. A Sister of St. Joseph since
1959, Sister Mary Jo received a bachelor’s degree from Marymount College
and a master’s from Creighton University
in Omaha. Before her election to the

sister MARY JO
THUMMEL

sister THERESE
BLECHA

council in 2008, she was the pastoral
associate for St. Francis Xavier Parish in
Junction City, Kan. Previously, she had
served as an elementary school teacher,
parish minister and retreat director.

The new member of the council is
Sister Therese Blecha. Originally from rural
Republic County, Kan., she has been a Sister of St. Joseph since 1963. She earned a
bachelor’s degree from Marymount College, master’s degrees from the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks and
Kansas State University, and a doctorate
in chemical education from Kansas State.
She is currently the administration
accountant for the Sisters of St. Joseph
and also teaches and tutors part time at
Cloud County Community College. She
has also taught chemistry and science
at other colleges and served as general
treasurer for the congregation from 1994
to 2008.
Sister Regina Ann Brummel, who has
served on the council since 2008, did not
seek re-election.

Welcome
to Kansas!

Novices spend two weeks
studying and visiting
with Concordia sisters

T

he differences between Mary
Preenika Dabrera and Monique
Like Siswoyo are striking.
Preenika was born in Sri Lanka, the
island nation off the southeast tip of India.
The youngest of three
children, she remained
there until she was 18,
when she emigrated to
the United States. She
arrived in New York
City and, after learning English, attended
college and worked in
a variety of customer
service jobs. Now a
soft-spoken 30-yearold, she is thoughtful as she answers questions about her life.
Monique was born and raised on the
island of Java in Indonesia. One of five
children, she left her home country in
2003 to study in the Netherlands for a
year. Then she came to the United States,
landing in Los Angeles, where she worked
as a sushi chef, a retail sales woman and
as a beautician at Macy’s. Outgoing and
chatty, she laughs easily when English
trips her up.
But there are also notable similarities. Did we mention that they are Sister
Preenika and Sister Monique?
Together they make up the 2011-12
“class” of novices in the Sisters of St.
Joseph. And in January they came to Concordia after life journeys that have taken
them literally thousands of miles from
where they began.

Sisters Mary Preenika Dabrera, left, and Monique Like Siswoyo pause in one of the two Heritage Rooms at the Nazareth Motherhouse during a tour in January.

Their two-week stay with the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Concordia was part of their
education as novices to understand that
the Sisters of St. Joseph extend beyond
just their individual congregations.

other sisters about their same age and
that is the new home of the federation
experience. (See related story on page 15.)
novitiate program.
For Preenika and Monique, that means
When the Federation was deciding on
they have each other to share this journey a new location, Preenika had to wait to
in religious life.
see where she would be going next. “I was
Preenika (pronounced
dying to go to California,” she admits with
PREE-ni-ka) recalls meeting
a self-conscious laugh, “but I ended up
he Sisters of St. Joseph of Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentbeing in Chicago.”
(She is not at all self-conscious about
Brentwood (N.Y.) helped wood, N.Y., for the first time
about
four
years
ago.
explaining
the head scarf she now wears,
me to listen to the Holy
“They helped me to listen
laughing at the suggestion that it might
Spirit and discern God’s call in my life.” to the Holy Spirit and discern
have cultural significance to her. “It’s just
fashion,” she explains lightly. She had cut
— Sister Mary Preenika Dabrera God’s call in my life,” she says,
explaining what led her to
her hair very short and the scarf kept her
enter the congregation as a
head warm in the Midwest winter.)
postulant in September 2009.
Upon arriving in Chicago, Preenika
About a dozen years ago, the U.S.
For the next year and half, Preenika lived
met fellow novice Monique, who first saw
Federation of Sisters of St. Joseph — a
with seven sisters in St. Patrick Convent
a Sister of St. Joseph of Orange, Calif., in a
cooperative organization of more than a
in Long Island City, N.Y. By then she felt
hospital lobby wearing a business suit. “I
dozen independent congregations that
she knew God’s call for her: “I am certain
was surprised,” Monique recalls. “I never
share a “genealogy”
saw a sister wearing regular
that began in LePuy,
clothes.”
France, in 1650 —
In fact, at her home in Java,
see God’s people from many Monique
created the yearlong
rarely saw sisters
different backgrounds and
“novitiate” program,
at all. There Catholic women
in which novices from
challenge myself for opening religious live monastic lives in
all the congregations
convents — and in habits — and
my heart to create spaces for them.”
live and learn together.
do not reach out to the “neigh— Sister Monique Like Siswoyo bor” with apostolic works like
The idea, according to
Sister Anne Davis —
Sisters of St. Joseph do.
one of two federation
And a life of reaching out
novice directors and
to serve God and the people
herself a Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet
that this is how I want to spend the rest of appealed to her; in July 2010, Monique
who lives in Los Angeles — is to ensure
my life,” she said. She became a novice in
entered the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange
that novices have a foundation in underthe Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood in
as a postulant. In August 2011, she, too,
standing the congregation’s history and
May 2011, and last August she moved to
See NOVICES, page 15.
mission, and to have a “peer group” of
Chicago to the house near Midway Airport

“T

“I
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Vatican II 50 years later: Few imagined Pope John’s vision

On Oct. 11, 1962, the first day of the Second Vatican Council, Pope John XXIII
delivered the opening address in St. Peter’s Basilica. “In the present order of things,
Divine Providence is leading us to a new order of human relations,” he said.
By SISTER CATHERINE MICHAUD, CSJ, Ph.D.

T

his should be a year of celebration for
Roman Catholics as we mark the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Vatican Council II, an event that is remarkable even more
in hindsight for how much it accomplished. Historians
view this 21st ecumenical council as the most important event in Christianity since the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century.
Many of us recall the exuberance as well as the nervous anticipation that filled the air as the Council began,
and perhaps even more when its documents, promulgated by Pope Paul VI after the Council, called us to serious assessment of our lives according to the demands of
the modern world.
We Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, as vowed
religious members of the Church, were required to
“modernize” our structures and practices in the light
of our congregation’s founding charism; we were also
expected to share with others the message of the Council as it was being revealed to us.
Before the Council began, members of the Church
were polled about their hopes for the achievements
of Vatican II. Those hopes reflected the longing for a
“springtime” in the Church, as well as the wisdom of
Pope John XXIII in calling for a Council when he did.
Author John O’Malley said those hopes included:
 an affirmation of the dignity of the laity;
 a long-overdue modification of the predomiinantly clerical, institutional, hierarchical model
of Church;
 efforts to heal the divisions among Christians
and the Church’s relations with non-Christian
religions;
 an end to the Church’s stance of cultural isolation;
 embracing a new freedom of expression and
action within the Church;

Vatican II was the 21st
‘Council of the Church’

 a more broadly exercised pastoral authority,
especially a strengthening of the role of the
bishops as a body and the importance of the
local churches in relation to the Pope and Curia;
 renovating the Church’s teaching on “religious
liberty” with strengthened support for the principle of “freedom of conscience;”
 better grounding of theology and biblical studies on historical principles;
 liturgies and styles of piety in keeping with
openness, freedom of conscience and social
responsibility;
 promoting a more positive appreciation of “the
world” in “the new era.”
Few could imagine then what Pope John XXIII envisioned on Oct. 11, 1962, as the providential plan for the
Church’s future, but the 16 Council documents record
the fruits of the Holy Spirit’s work among the participants to move the Church into a “new order of human
relations.”
Over the past 50 years the Church’s task has been
to faithfully and courageously embrace and enact the
Council’s inspired commission. This job is not yet finished. Indeed, “reception” of the work of a council can
take as long as 100 years.
A few examples of the “new order” as expressed in
the Vatican II documents include these:

THE CHURCH AS SACRAMENT

There is a new understanding of the Church as,
first, a mystery or sacrament that makes Christ present in his Body, the People of God. The Council explains,
“The Church is, in Christ, like a sacrament, a sign or
instrument of intimate union with God, and the unity of
the whole human race” (from the “Dogmatic Constitution on the Church”). This meant that the Church can no
longer be defined predominantly as the hierarchy of the
ordained members — the pope, cardinals, bishops and
priests.

In the first centuries of Christianity,
local synods or councils had become a
feature of church governance. Then, in
325 AD, Emperor Constantine called for

the bishops of the Oikumene — the whole
inhabited world — to meet at Nicea in
what today is in northwestern Turkey.
That would become the first ecu-

Indeed, the hierarchy is in service to the People of
God. “Bishops, therefore, with their helpers, the priests
and deacons, have taken up the service of the community ...” Hence, all authority in the Church is to be exercised as “service” in accord with the teachings of Jesus.

‘THE PEOPLE OF GOD’

Vatican II, often called “the Council of the Laity,”
defines the Church fundamentally as “the People of
God” who are “ordained” by their baptisms to share in
Christ’s mission as “priest, prophet and king.”
The lay members of the People of God “are called
there by God that by exercising their proper function
and led by the spirit of the Gospel they may work for the
sanctification of the world ... (T)hey may make Christ
known to others, especially by the testimony of a life
resplendent in faith, hope and charity,” according to the
“Dogmatic Constitution on the Church.”
The Church shall not withdraw itself from the world;
rather, it must engage the world in order to transform it
into the kingdom of justice and love.

RENEWAL IN RELIGIOUS LIFE

The vowed religious members of the People of
God must return “to the original spirit of their institutes” and, like the laity, adapt “to the changed conditions of our time.”
In the “Decree on the Appropriate Renewal of
Religious Life,” or “Perfectae Caritatis,” the Council
explained that “this renewal, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit and the guidance of the Church,” shall be
advanced according to five fundamental principles:
 The highest rule of religious life remains the
Gospel and the following of Christ;
 Each religious institute shall have its own
particular characteristics and work as set forth
by its founder and as maintained in its traditions;
 All religious institutes shall share in the

menical, or general, council. The first eight
councils were convened by the reigning
Roman Emperor and took place in the
East. After the Great Schism of 1054

when the Eastern and Western churches
split, the Pope — the Bishop of Rome —
convened councils and they were held in
the West.

Sister Catherine R. Michaud, CSJ, taught Systematic Theology and
Spirituality from 1994 through 2011 at St. Catherine University in St.
Paul, Minn., where she also served as director of the certificate programs in Pastoral and Catechetical Ministry and as director of the
master of arts program in Theology for seven years. She received the
licentiate in Sacred Theology from Regis College (Toronto) in 1993, followed by her Ph.D. in Systematic Theology from the Toronto School of
Theology of the University of Toronto. Her dissertation, “Pneumatology
of Vatican Council II: Forward Steps and Open Questions,” has been the
basis for her subsequent scholarly works and teaching in ecclesiology
and pneumatology.

“Church’s undertakings and aims in matters
biblical, liturgical, dogmatic, pastoral, ecumenical, missionary and social;”
 In order to be effective, religious institutes shall
provide “their members an adequate knowledge
of the social conditions of the times they live in
and of the needs of the Church;” and
 Since “the purpose of the religious life is to
help the members follow Christ and be united to
God through the profession of the evangelical
counsels (the vows of voluntary poverty, celibacy and obedience),” they shall be constantly
mindful of their need to be “animated by a
renewal of spirit” that must “take precedence
over even the active ministry.”

LITURGICAL RENEWAL

In the “Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy,”
the Council called for the use of the language spoken
by the people instead of Latin in the sacramental life
of the Church and sensitivity to the unique cultures of
the Catholic people in order “to impart an ever increasing vigor to the Christian life of the faithful; to adapt
more suitably to the needs of our own times ... to foster
whatever can promote union among all who believe
in Christ; to strengthen whatever can help to call the
whole of mankind into the household of the Church.”

A CHRISTIAN ‘BODY OF CHRIST’

The Council defined the Church, at once both
local and universal, as the whole Body of Christ: CathoAn ecumenical council issues pastoral
pronouncements or determines matters of
doctrine or discipline. Roman Catholics
and Eastern Orthodox Christians claim the

lics, Orthodox, Anglicans or Episcopalians, Protestants
and Oriental Christians alike.
In the “Decree of Ecumenism” and the “Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church,” the Council modified the
pre-Vatican II concept that the Catholic Church alone
is the one, true Church, and that the other Christian
churches, though somehow related to the Church, were
not real members of it.
The Council was not saying that all churches are
equal, but it was acknowledging that all Christians are
members of the One Body by their faith in Christ and
their baptisms.

RESPECT FOR BROADER ‘TRUTH’

Two documents — the “Declaration on the
Relationship of the Church to Non-Christian Religions”
and the “Declaration on Religious Freedom” — teach
that religious truth can be found outside the Christian
faith, and truth must be respected wherever it is discovered.
The Council’s teaching replaces a too narrow understanding of revelation, a too confining understanding of
the availability of divine grace and a seriously constricting notion of God’s universal redeeming purpose.
Theologians have pointed out that it also contradicts the pre-Vatican II formula, “Error has no right,”
replacing it with the conviction that “human dignity has
rights.”

‘UNIVERSAL CALL TO HOLINESS’

The Council repeatedly calls the whole People

dogmatic decrees of ecumenical councils
as authoritative and as representing the
mind of the whole church. There have
been a total of 21 such councils. They are:

 Nicea I (325 AD)
 Constantinople I (381)
 Ephesus (431)
 Chalcedon (451)
 Constantinople II (553)

 Constantinople III (680)
 Nicea II (787)
 Constantinople IV
(869-70)
 Lateran I (1123)
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of God to holiness, to follow the Spirit who “guides
the Church in the way of truth ... (bestowing) upon
her varied … charismatic gifts …” (from the “Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church”), making of the Church a
holy people united in Christ. The Council’s “universal
call to holiness” is a major ingredient for the “new order
of human relations” for which Pope John XXIII worked
and prayed.

Today we find ourselves
living out the challenges

V

atican Council II gracefully, if not perfectly,
opened the Church to the Spirit of new life
after four centuries of “stability” and resistance to “worldly” influences. It explicitly
undertook to explore and to demonstrate through its
proceedings the nature and being of the Church.
By doing that, it completed the task of Vatican Council I (Dec. 8, 1869, to Oct. 20, 1870), which was interrupted by the Franco-Prussian War, and it equipped the
Church to deal more realistically with the challenges of
the modern world.
For those who participated in the Council, it was
a unique and compelling experience, a genuine step
forward in the Church’s relations with other Christians
and other religions, in the Church’s relationship to the
modern world and in the relationship of the laity to the
whole People of God and to the Gospel. As full members of the priesthood of the faithful, the laity share
intimately in the mission of Christ to bring about the
Kingdom of God — on earth. Catholic Christians must
be engaged in human history where the Kingdom of God
is already at hand, working for justice and truth now
until the Reign of God is established.
The Council awakened the Church to a conscious
self-identity as a communion of equals with an adult
embrace of its mission, and to a self-identity as a “world
Church” reaching out to the many brothers and sisters
of Christ Jesus.
Living out the challenges of Vatican Council II, that
extraordinary historical event, is possible only with the
continued creativity, wisdom and power of the Holy
Spirit who makes us “Church.”

 Lateran II (1139)
 Lateran III (1179)
 Lateran IV (1215)
 Lyons I (1245)
 Lyons II (1274)

 Vienne (1311-12)
 Constance (1414-18)
 Basel - Ferrara Florence (1431-45)
 Lateran V (1512-17)

 Trent (1545-63) considered the first modern
council
 Vatican I (1869-70)
 Vatican II (1962-65)

