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a long story of

Y

ou can hear the pain in Dian
Hall’s
When Juana, now 34, was in her 20s, she and Dian
period in
voice when she talks about a
decided they wanted to
“formalize” the family
the mid 1990s.
feeling they
had
had for years, so Dian adopted
The newest Sister of St.
Joseph of Concor- her.
dia was born and raised in Cedartown, Ga., as a MethodJuana is now a married mother of three sons, and
ist. By the early ’90s, she had converted to Catholicism
lives in Cartersville.
and then spent a year as a volunteer in the Vincentian
In 2005, Dian returned    to Cartersville and went to
Service Corps. That led to her entry into the Daughters of work as a special education teacher at the public high
Charity of Emmitsburg, Md., where she spent two years
school while also taking on the duties of music director
as a postulant.
for St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church.
“That wasn’t the community for me,” she recalls. “But
She reconnected with Sisters Jodi and Helen in
I still felt called to religious life.”
Atlanta — and she called Sister Anna Marie, to learn
And so it was in 1994, when Dian was
living and working in Cartersville, Ga., that
she met Sister Diane Brin, a Sister of St.
Joseph of Concordia who lived in nearby
  
think I finally confronted what
Rome, Ga. Through Sister Diane, she met
Sisters Jodi Creten and Helen Mick, who
I’d been running from; I think I
live and serve in Atlanta, and then Sister
finally understood what I had been
Anna Marie Broxterman, who at the time
was the vocation director for the Sisters of
afraid of — and it was time to commit,
St. Joseph of Concordia.
For the next two or three years, she
to finally, fully commit.”
					— Sister Dian Hall
said, “I did this little dance with Anna
Marie — I felt called, and I’d come, and
then I’d back out. I did that over and over.”
The core of her struggle, she says now,
was fear. And the pain created by that fear
remains vivid.
more about a new form of membership the Concordia
“I felt like I’d let God down,” she says, simply. “I’d
sisters were in the process of approving.
made a commitment to God when I entered the DaughIn addition to the traditional “canonically vowed” sisters of Charity, and then I broke it when I left. I was so
ters — meaning those who enter as postulants and then
afraid of making another commitment; what if I was
become novices before ultimately professing the three
wrong again?”
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience — the ConcorSo she stepped away from the “dance,” as she calls it,
dia congregation in 2006 began accepting candidates to
and moved on with her life. As she explains, “I just said,
become “agrégée sisters.”
‘Let’s see what happens.’”
The term agrégée — pronounced ah-gre-ZHEY —
What happened first was a horrific traffic accident in
comes from the French for “attached to” or “aggregated
2000 that required weeks of hospitalization and several
with.”
surgeries. “It took about a year and a half for me to really
It is a form of membership in the religious congrerecover from that,” Dian says.
gation that dates back to its founding in 17th-century
Then she was hired as music director at Saint MeinFrance, when Sisters of St. Joseph were either canonically
ard Seminary in Indiana. She loved the work among the
vowed “principal sisters” or so-called agrégée or “counBenedictine monks of Saint Meinard, she says, but she
try sisters.” The people with whom they served considwas lonely and homesick for Georgia.
ered both groups Sisters of St. Joseph.
She also missed her family. Dian, an only child whose
In today’s revitalized form, there are eight women
parents are both deceased, had stepped in to help raise
who have professed their vows as agrégée sisters in the
one of her students nearly 20 years ago when the girl’s
Concordia congregation and another four who are in
parents were killed.
varying stages of the process of deciding if this form of

“I

religious life fits them and their spiritual needs.
“The big deals for me were autonomy and independence,” Dian says. “I kept resisting the call I felt because
I was afraid of losing my autonomy and independence.”
Those were less of an issue with the agrégée form
of membership, she said. These sisters remain financially independent from the congregation and generally
remain where they are living and working when they
enter.
So in November 2009, Dian entered the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Concordia as an agrégée candidate, and for
the past two and a half years she has worked, studied
and prayed with her mentors, Sisters Jodi
and Helen.
But then, Dian says, “I think I finally
confronted what I’d been running from;
I think I finally understood what I had
been afraid of — and it was time to commit, to finally, fully commit.”
At that point, she began talking with
Sisters Jodi and Helen, and then Sister Bette Moslander — considered the
“author” of the agrégée program — and
with Sister Marcia Allen, president of the
congregation. Would it ever be possible,
Dian asked hypothetically, for an agrégée
candidate to shift to canonically vowed
membership?
“I knew I was called, all those years ago,” Dian, now
59, explains. “I want to be a complete part of the community, with no reservations.”
And so on June 8, as the sisters’ Assembly ended, the
community welcomed Sister Dian Hall as a novice.
Since then she has visited other Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia in El Paso, Texas, and Silver City, N.M.,
and spent time on retreat in Concordia. She returns to
Georgia later this month and will eventually spend a
“canonical year” preparing to profess her vows.
“I think what is happening within me is what’s happening within religious life,” she says one morning in
early July at the Nazareth Motherhouse
“I still feel a part of the agrégées, and now I’m a part
of the canonically vowed sisters, too — I feel like the
line is blurred. It means that we’re evolving, and it’s an
exciting time for religious life.
“There are so many women thirsting for God,
thirsting for their own spirituality and a community to
belong to,” she adds. “Like me, they may be afraid — but
they don’t have to be. We can be here for them.”

LEFT: During
a weekend in
mid-June, five
parishes in
Teresina, Brazil,
hosted a display
about the history and works
of the Sisters
of St. Joseph
of Concordia
as the mission
began its 50th
anniversary
celebration.
BELOW:
Sisters Joana
Maria das Graças de Sousa,
left, and Fortunata Gomes de
Oliveira set up
display boards
at one of the
parishes.

Brazil mission demonstrates ‘50 years of fidelity’
Continued from Page 1

yearlong celebration of our 50th anniversary there.
The culmination will be June 29,
2013, when the Brazilian sisters host
a celebration to mark the date the first
four Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia
actually arrived in Teresina.
Those four were Sister Margarida
Boucher, who would lead the group; Sister St. David Stenger, a nurse; and Sisters
Rose Dominic Vaughan and Jonella (now
Pat) Neihouse, both teachers.
Fifty years later, Sister Pat Neihouse is
still serving in the Brazilian mission.
Within two years they were joined by
two more sisters: Rose Marie Dwyer, who
would serve there for almost 40 years,
and Donna Francisca Otter, who today
remains a vibrant part of the mission.
They were all responding to a call
made by Pope John XXIII in August 1961
for American congregations of men and

The state of Piauí is in the
northeast area of Brazil.

women religious to reach out beyond
our borders to serve the “dear neighbor”
around the world.
For a short time, the Sisters of St.
Joseph were guests of the Precious Blood
Sisters, who had been in Brazil for a
number of years. Then in late June 1963,
the first sisters from Concordia travelled
to the city of Teresina, the capital of the
Brazilian state of Piauí.
And while remaining relatively small
in number, the sisters’ mission in Brazil
was large in spirit.
In January 1967, the “Irmãs de São

José” accepted their first group
of postulants. Two of those
women — Sister Maria Nair de
Sousa Lima and Sister Maria
das Dores Sales — eventually professed their vows and
remain a part of the growing
community.
Today there are nearly 20
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia in Brazil, serving in two
houses in Teresina as well as
in the communities of Graça
Aranha, Picos and Guaribas.
In a letter to the Brazilian
sisters, the Leadership Council
of the congregation congratulated all of them on “50 years of
fidelity to this mysterious call
to mission.”
Noting Bishop Freking’s
description, the letter continues, “Auspicious, audacious, difficult and
foolish – yes! But a seed planted, tended

and waited upon soon grows. … The seed
responds to the gardeners.”
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‘Marymounters:’ We need you
to make our reunion special
or by calling 785/ 243-2113, ext. 1221.
(You can also check the same web
page to see who’s registered so far.)
Included in the festivities will be
Mass celebrated by Bishop Edward J.
Weisenberger of the Salina Diocese at 4
p.m. Saturday in the Marymount Chapel.
That will be followed by a banquet and
dance at the Ramada. Dr. Samuel Zeakes
will be the keynote speaker, and Jan Say-

Coming Events

 July 28-August 4 — “Making Lace, Making Peace: The Healing

Contemplative Practice of Making Bobbin Lace” at Manna House of
Prayer, 323 E. Fifth St., Concordia. This retreat is designed to give individuals an experience of the practice of making bobbin lace in a contemplative
setting. No previous experience in lacemaking is required. Registration is
$200, plus materials; room and meals $290. (Lace pillows and bobbins are
available to buy or rent for those who need them.)

 Wednesday, August 1 — Community Needs Forum “working

lunch” at the Nazareth Motherhouse, from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. The next in a
continuing series of community meetings to look at challenges In Concordia
and Cloud County and to bring people together to find solutions. You do not
have to have attended earlier meetings to join the process now. Lunch is
provided free, but those planning to attend are asked to RSVP to Sister Jean
Rosemarynoski at 785/234-2113, ext. 1225 or sisterjean@csjkansas.org.

 August 1-3 — Camp Be-YOU-t-full, at the
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Nazareth Motherhouse, Concordia. A new
camp designed specifically for Catholic girls
entering ninth through 12th grades. These
three days focus on ‘becoming fully who we
are, and not just like everybody else,” along with
playing games, crafts, swimming and meeting other
girls from around the state and elsewhere. The cost is
$75 and there are $25 scholarships available. Deadline to
register is July 20. For information, contact Sister Beverly
Carlin at 785/220-7996 or srbevc@csjkansas.org.

August 3-5 — 2012 Marymount Reunion, in Salina. For story above.
 Tuesday, August 7 — Concordia’s National Night Out. Neighbor-

hoods around the city host evening block parties to get to know the neighbors. This annual event is held across the United States, in Canada and on
military bases worldwide. To find out how you can take part in this year’s
activities, contact Beth Weddle at 785/243-2113, ext. 1223, or eweddle@
csjkansas.org.

 Sunday, August 12 — CSJ Associates Open House, at the Naza-

reth Motherhouse. Learn more about the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia
and our CSJ Associates Program through this informational meeting that begins at 2 p.m. For Information contact Sister Janet Lander at 785/243-4428
or Sister Jean Befort at 785/275-1640.

 Thursday, August 23 — Kansas Optimizing Health Program

(KOHP) at Neighbor to Neighbor, 103 E. Sixth St., Concordia. This six-week
program for those living with chronic health issues will meet Thursdays
beginning Aug. 23 for two hours each session. Time will be determined at a
later date. For Information contact Sister Jean Befort at 785/275-1640.

 Sunday, September 9 — Internet Book Study of “Doing the Truth

in Love” by Father Michael Himes; offered via Skype with Sister Beverly
Carlin and the Vocation Ministry Team, for youth through college age and
older. Skype conversations will take place the second Sunday in September,
October and November starting at 3 p.m. For information contact Sister Bev
at 785/220-7996 or srbev@csjkansas.org.

 Monday, September 10 — Internet Book Study of “What’s Your

Decision” by J. Michael Sparough, S.J, Jim Manney, and Tim Hipsking, S.J.;
offered via Skype by Sister Beverly Carlin and the Vocation Ministry Team,
for youth through college age and older. Skype conversations will take
place the second and forth Mondays in September, October and November
starting at 5:30 p.m. For information contact Sister Bev at 785/220-7996 or
srbev@csjkansas.org.

 September 14-16 — String Quilts, at Manna House. We will be us-

ing Gwen Marston’s innovative techniques for fast, foundation-free string
quilts. Everyone will bring strips and scraps of material, then we’ll put them
all in a pile in the middle of the room and go at it! We ought to come up with
some unique designs! Sister Betty Suther, an experienced quilter, is your
hostess. Registration $45; room and meals $100.

 Sunday, September 16 — Informational meetings about CSJ Associates, at St. Joseph Parish, 100 N. Main St., Damar, Kan., from 10:30
a.m. to noon, and at St. Joseph Parish, 210 W. 13th St., Hays, Kan., from
1:30 to 3 p.m. Learn more about the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia
and our CSJ Associates Program. Coffee and cookies will be served. For
Information contact Sister Rosabel Flax at 785/798-0327 or rosabelflax@
csjkansas.org.

 Saturday, September 22 — “A 21st-Century Call to Religious

Life: Agrégée Information Day” at the Nazareth Motherhouse. Join the
Sisters of St. Joseph from 10:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. to learn more about the
agrégée form of membership and meet the sisters. For information contact
Sister Rosabel Flax at 785/798-0327 or rosabelflax@csjkansas.org.

 Sunday, September 30 — Informational meeting about CSJ As-

sociates, at Sacred Heart Parish, 510 S. School St., Ness City, Kan. Learn
more about the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia and our CSJ Associates Program, from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Coffee and cookies will be served. For
Information contact Sister Rosabel Flax at rosabelflax@csjkansas.org or
785/798-0327.
		  Fall 2012 through Spring 2013 —
“Reading with Leaders” at Neighbor to Neighbor, 103 E. Sixth St., Concordia. Beginning in
September, we’ll offer 12 sessions of
storytelling for children ages 3-5, with a
special guest reader and a free book for your
child to take home. For information and to register
your child (and registration is required), call Sister Pat
McLennon at 785/262-4215.
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T

he arrangements have been
made, the speakers are confirmed, the food is ordered, and
now all we need is the company — and
that means all you “Marymounters” out
there.
The Marymount Reunion is set for Aug.
3-5 at the Ramada Conference Center in
Salina. You can still make reservations
online at www.csjkansas.org/marymount/

lor will give a special
tribute to the late Sister
Lucille Herman, who
served as our alumni
director.
On Saturday afternoon, the Donnie Marrs
family will give tours
of the Administration
Eileen Thibault
Building and show
off the changes under
way. We think you will enjoy reminiscing
about the “good ol’ days” as well as seeing what the future holds for the beloved
building on the hill.
We also hope you will enjoy looking at the memorabilia that has been

July 2012

assembled and will be on display at the
Ramada. There are some wonderful
things that are sure to take you back a
few years.
Then on Sunday we’ll gather for a
memorial service to reflect and perhaps
say goodbye to some old friends who
have passed on as we do a balloon launch
in their memories.
Yes, we think it will be a special
weekend. Marymount College may be
gone but it is never forgotten — so come
remember and celebrate with us.
Everything is set for your homecoming — now all we need is you!
— Eileen Thibault
& the Marymount Planning Committee

 Saturday, October 6 — “Autumn Spirituality: Harvesting Memories, Gleaning Wisdom” at Manna House. As our fields and orchards ripen
and turn beautiful in anticipation of harvest, our spiritual lives also mature.
Many people having planted seeds of experience for years don’t spend
adequate time sifting their memories and gathering their bushels of wisdom.
This day of prayer, reflection and creativity serves as a bushel basket for
your soul. Join presenters Sister Janet Lander and Sister Ann Ashwood from
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Registration: $45 (includes lunch).
 October 12-14 — Come and See Discernment Retreat, in Greeley,

Neb. If you are a women considering religious life and would like to see
more of what it’s like to be a Sister of St. Joseph of Concordia, we invite you
to join us for this weekend retreat. We will begin with an evening meal on
Friday and end with the Sunday noon meal. For information contact Sister
Beverly Carlin at 785/220-7996 or srbev@csjkansas.org.

 October 12-14 — Quilting Retreat, at Manna House. No details yet —
except that it’s
sure to be fun. Registration: $45; room & meals: $100.

 October 29-30 — “Nun Run.” This is an

opportunity for young women to explore both
monastic and apostolic religious communiities. It’s a great chance to be with other
women who are discerning the vocation of
religious life and to get a glimpse of how each
religious community lives out their particular charism.
For information contact Sister Beverly Carlin at 785/2207996 or srbev@csjkansas.org.
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 Sunday, November 4 — Annual Memorial Mass, starting at 10:30

a.m. in the Sacred Heart Chapel at the Nazareth Motherhouse, and followed
by dinner with the sisters. In this special Mass, we remember and honor all
those who have died within the past year. If you’d like to have us remember
someone who has died since July 1, 2011, or if you plan to attend, please
contact Sister Jean Rosemarynoski at 785/243-2113, ext. 1217, or jrose@
csjkansas.org.

 November 16-18 — “It’s in the Bag” Quilting Retreat, at Manna
House. Guest teacher Janice Carroll will demonstrate how to make a great
multipurpose tote. The tote is made of double faced pre-quilted fabric and
just keeps growing as you unfold the three sets of handles. This may be
used for you quilting projects as they grow; carrying your quilting supplies;
or use as a laundry bag for students away from home. Registration: $45;
room & meals: $100.
You can now register online for Manna House of Prayer programs,
by going to mannahouse.org.
Or, for details, call 785/243-4428
or email retreatcenter@mannahouse.org.

July 2012								

The Messenger					

Page 13

Sister Carmel Garcia: Jan. 15, 1939-June 12, 2012
VIGIL: June 14, 2012, Nazareth Motherhouse, Concordia
EULOGIST: Sister Esther Pineda

“T

his is what Yahweh asks of you...” Those are
the words Sister Carmel Garcia would listen
for during her life.
In her life review, she wrote, “Life is a journey and
takes me to God’s will.” This is what she listened for —
to do God’s will. “It wasn’t always easy,” she continues,
“some days are beautiful and clear, others are stormy,
cloudy or cold. And yet, I know my life, participating in
God’s glory, has led me to look for and appreciate the
treasures He has given me.”
Reveca Lucrecia Onesima Garcia was born in Aragon,
N.M. on Jan. 15, 1939, to Virginia Castillo and Ernest Garcia. Her sister Lucinda was born a little more than two
years later and Rupert, her brother, followed Lucinda.
When she began high school, her parents sent her to
Silver City, N.M., to attend St. Mary’s Academy, staffed by
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia. Her experiences there
“were happy ones,” she recalled. “I enjoyed studying and
I worked for my room and board. ... The warm relationships among the Sisters of St. Joseph to one another and
to the students attracted me immediately, and I wanted
to join them.
“Those four years, at St. Mary’s, helped me adjust
from a totally Hispanic small village in Aragon to the richness of Mexican and American culture in Silver City.”
On Aug. 27, 1956, Becky (as she was called then) traveled to Concordia to join the Sisters of St. Joseph.
“I learned to adjust to the Kansas heat from the New
Mexico mountain air,” she wrote. “The greatest challenge
during my postulant and novitiate years was adjusting to
a Midwestern culture, food and language. That was the
price I experienced as I became bicultural.”
She received the habit on March 18, 1957, and made
final profession on March 19, 1961.
Upon completing the novitiate, she went to Marymount College in Salina. Then in August 1959, she was
sent to teach first-grade in Chicago. Those were years
of learning to live in a big city, to live in community and
to teach first- and second-graders. Carmel made final
profession during her second year there.
The next six years she was happily stationed in Gladstone, Mich. She called those years “a fruitful challenge
and a blessing,” and she became aware of her professional competence in teaching.
She began a master’s program in education at Kansas
State University in Manhattan. While attending night
classes, she began teaching in Junction City. Having
several students from Fort Riley made her realize that
she needed to provide a more individualized program for
the students. Many had traveled the world and were very

bright, so she began to provide individualized instruction
for each student.
In 1971 she went to Abilene. Together with Sisters
Marcia Allen, Betty Suther and Mary Jo Thummel, they
designed an open school curriculum for the St. Andrew’s
Grade School. In that curriculum, children work at their
own pace.
“Professionally,” she said, “I hit a climax; spiritually, I
experienced a reawakening and entered a new search for
God.”
Then, she said, “God asked me to leave everything —
go find myself — to re-gather the gifts that were mine
because of my heritage, those gifts that led me to this
Midwestern congregation, and to share them among my
own people.
“I heard God’s call to go beyond the comfortable, to go
forth as a Sister of St. Joseph —to what only I could give!”
That call took her to the Mexican American Cultural Center in San Antonio, Texas.

Homecomings
In 1978, Carmel began working in the Catholic Youth
Department of the Diocese of El Paso, Texas. Her administrative skills came in handy as she coordinated the Search
Program and the Antioch weekends.
From El Paso, she ventured to Mexico.
“The next four years were among the richest and in
the poorest situation of my entire life,” she wrote. “In
Palomas, Chihuahua, Mexico, Sister Judy Stephens and I
shared two rooms — and those rooms held everything
we had. Palomas is a desert in every sense of the word. It
has been the deserts of my life that have made me appreciate all that we, Sisters of St. Joseph, have and all that we
can share with others.”
From 1981 to 1983, Sister Carmel went to Nuevo
Casas Grandes, Chichuahua, where she was instrumental
in introducing the Cursillo Movement.
She experienced some difficulty with the priest with
whom she worked. At one point, during a reflection
about the situation, she opened the Scriptures in search
for guidance. The pages fell open to the words, “It is time
for you to return to the mountains.” After consulting with
her regional coordinator, she took the Scriptures literally,
packed her car, drove to Silver City and began working
at the St. Francis Newman Center as Hispanic Pastoral
Minister. She was able to preach, yes, preach at the Spanish Mass every other weekend. Because of her experience with the Cursillo Movement in Mexico, Carmel was

offered that position for
southern New Mexico.
Carmel also became
aware of the alcohol
problems that exist in
southwest New Mexico. She
participated in an intensive
therapy program for adult
children of alcoholics, and in 1988 she resigned from
the Hispanic Ministry and began a master’s program in
counseling at Western New Mexico University, in Silver
City. She did her internship at El Refugio, an agency that
provided services to families affected by domestic violence. She was offered a job as a counselor there.
Before long, El Refugio became a shelter for domestic
violence education and services, and the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Concordia leased Marian Hall to the organization for 11 years.
Eventually, Carmel became the director. Under her
leadership, the organization began searching for funding
to build a new facility. To honor all the work she did, the
board named the new facility Casa Carmel.
In 2001, she returned to Concordia as the congregation’s development director. Through the development
program, we Sisters of St. Joseph began asking the people
to whom and with whom we ministered to partner with
us and support us financially. Each year, the number of
donors and contributions grew.
In October 2009, breast cancer returned for a second
time. After surgery and follow-up treatment, she went
back to work in development. But, when the cancer
returned a third time, she realized she needed to do
something different.
She asked to be able to work part time for a few
months and then take a year sabbatical. She had inherited her mother’s handkerchief collection and she wanted
to make each of her siblings a quilt with those hankies.
She ends her life review: “As I glance at the maps that
have been imprinted by my journey, I rejoice with the
wonderful people, family, friends and modes of relationships that have made God visible to me. I have experienced many dark moments and long periods of time when
I couldn’t find God. In this last year, as I have widened my
lens to look back, dark moments became the most life-giving experiences. What I needed in order to see them was
slower pace, time to reflect and wisdom to give language
to the darkness. Throughout my life, I’ve had wonderful
mentors who have guided me toward the light.”
That light came on Tuesday evening, June 12.
“My greatest mentor of all,” she adds, “is Jesus who
says, ‘This is what Yahweh asks of you, only this; to act
justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with your God.’ ”
And Carmel, that is what you have done.
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Sister Donata Bissett: Oct. 4, 1915-June 13, 2012

Sister Bernard Marie Schruben: July 3, 1921-June 22, 2012

VIGIL: June 15, 2012, Nazareth Motherhouse, Concordia
EULOGIST: Sister Marilyn Stahl

VIGIL: June 27, 2012, Nazareth Motherhouse, Concordia
EULOGIST: Sister Lucy Schneider

S

ister Donata Bissett began her life
review by noting
that she was named Catherine Louise after her two grandmothers, but that she
was always called Louise. She was born in Plainville,
Kan., on Oct. 4, 1915, the same day as two of her good
friends, Doris Gilbert and Sister Agnes Bernita Green.
Her parents were Clara and Edward Bissett, and
Louise was the eldest of six children — Bill, Grace, Bob,
Marce and Herm. (Sister Marilyn Stahl is the daughter of
Grace Bissett.)
Louise attended Sacred Heart Grade School and
Plainville High School, graduating in 1932. She stayed
home for a year after high school and worked and passed
the exams to receive a Kansas teacher’s certificate.
She planned to teach in a country school, but the
pastor and a Sister of St. Joseph of Concordia convinced
her that she had a vocation. The only sisters she knew
were those serving in Plainville, and she loved them and
was happy to ask Mother Mary Rose Waller to accept
her into the community. (Uncle Herm told me that her
parents weren’t as happy as Louise about her decision.
They needed her at home, both to help with the younger
children and to provide some income.)
She entered the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia the
same day as Sister Generosa Walker, Aug. 15, 1933.
Louise was supposed to receive her habit and a new
name on March 19, 1934, but she fell from the thirdfloor porch at the Motherhouse and injured her back. So
instead she received the habit and her name, Donata, on
Aug. 15, 1934, the same day as Sister Agnes Bernita and
all the August band.
After the year of novitiate, Donata attended Marymount College and received her bachelor’s degree in
Home Economics in 1939.
After college, Donata worked for three years at the
original St. Joseph Hospital in Concordia and then went
to Kansas State University in Manhattan and earned her
master’s degree in Foods and Nutrition. She remained
at St. Joseph Hospital, old and new, for 26 years, a very
happy period in her life. Many of our sisters, especially
Sister Gerry Kokenge and Sister Ann Joseph Vap, told
me frequently how they loved their training and work
with “Mother Donata.”
As children, our family had the same joy of visiting her and being treated with love and kindness and
receiving treats from the cow that produced chocolate
milk and Neapolitan ice cream servings.

The new hospital opened in 1951, but it was not
quite finished and Donata writes about trying to prepare 80 individual diets on a small four-burner apartment stove.
In 1965 Donata was transferred to St. Joseph Hospital in Belvidere where she stayed for three years. She
wrote that this was the first time she had ever lived and
worked outside Concordia and she was very lonesome
for the hospital and Motherhouse. She returned to Concordia in 1968 and worked at St. Ann’s Home for one
year and then returned to St. Joseph Hospital. She also
taught nutrition at Cloud County Community College for
three semesters and continued to visit St. Ann’s weekly
and the hospitals in Sabetha and Seneca once a month.
She remained at St. Joseph for another 25 years.
Donata was asked to retire from St. Joseph Hospital
in 1988 at the age of 73. So she decided to take a correspondence course to become a dietary manager so she
could serve at six hospitals and nursing homes as their
registered dietitian. She helped with problems with

Homecomings
menus, special diets, and provided in-service training
for the staff.
In 1991 Donata attended the Sarah Sabbatical at
Manna House of Prayer, and in November she moved
back to Plainville — with help from Sister Ann Glatter,
who put all Donata’s possessions in her pick-up and
hauled them to Plainville for her. Her mother was in the
nursing home there and she could visit her every day.
However, this was not a healthy time for Donata and she
was often in the Hays and Plainville hospitals.
So in 1995, she was asked to move to St. Mary’s Convent, but she was almost too weak to move. Her youngest brother, Herm and his wife, Tobe, went to Plainville
during Memorial Day weekend and took her back to
Concordia with all her possession in their van.
Donata dearly loved St. Mary’s Convent. She had
lived there previously when it was the home for the
nursing students. Her room was close to the chapel and
she could take the elevator to the dining room and to
answer the phone, dry dishes and crochet and embroider.
When St. Mary’s closed in 1997, Donata moved to
the Motherhouse. At that point Donata wrote her life
review and never wrote of her life again except to add a
hand-written conclusion: “I do feel much better. God has

been more than good to me. I bless Him.”
If I may add my own impressions of my aunt’s life, I
want to say what I think you already know — that she
lived a life of faithfulness to the Gospels and her religious life. She loved to visit our family and visit with the
sisters. She loved to attend the yearly dietitian’s conferences throughout the country and to make retreats and
help with community celebrations and fundraisers.
Her brother, Herm and his family treated her to
dozens of fun vacations during which they attended
musicals and plays and sports events. They took her to
Branson and Eureka Springs, Ark., and she visited me in
Washington and New York several times. She never said
no to a trip.
Throughout her long life, she was devoted to the
Catholic Church and to the congregation. Her entire life
was her community, her family and her faith. It never
entered her mind to question a pronouncement of the
Church. Likewise, she was happy with the community’s
every decision, every election, every assignment she
was ever given. (As I listened to her talk, I was always
wishing I belonged to her congregation — and her family, for that matter.)
She never made a fuss about anything; she did her
best and didn’t dwell on not being able to do the job,
teach the class or take on extra duties.
I think all of us found it inspiring and affirming to
always hear her positive and up-lifting conversation.
She never made an unkind remark in her life, as far as I
can tell. She had a marvelous memory of family relationships and loved to receive letters, phone calls and birthday and holiday cards. She spent happy hours reading
the Plainville Times, the Concordia Blade-Empire, the
Salina Journal and the Salina Diocese Register. I never
heard her comment on national, state or local news, but
I think she enjoyed being informed with what was going
on in the world.
Throughout Donata’s lifetime of joy, faithfulness and
dedication to her vows, she lived the beautiful words of
I Corinthians, “love is patient, love is kind, love bears all
things.” Her life was not easy, but she never complained
and I think we have all been inspired by her graciousness and kindness and cheerfulness.
Many in the Concordia area know that for the last
two or three years, Donata wanted to return to the
Motherhouse to live out her life. She wanted to be with
the sisters who entered the convent with her and where
she had entered the community more than 75 years ago.
That desire energized her and encouraged her determination to take care of herself and live as independently
as she could to return home. She has now accomplished
her final wish.

“M

orning has broken!” Oh, yes, it surely
has for our dear Sister Bernard Marie
Schruben — that gracious woman
whose life review closed with the ardent longing. “I very
frequently think of what it will be like in heaven where I
will see God.” Now she knows.
Written in the late 1980s, these words merely make
explicit what was implicit throughout her beautiful life.
In a very real way, Bernard Marie’s whole existence was
a “Morning Offering,” the prayer taught her during religious vacation school. “The prayer,” she wrote, “greatly
fascinated me then and still does today.”
Who was this person with such a morning, hopeful
vision? She was Margaret Teresa Schruben, oldest child
of Leonard and Edna McKenna Schruben, born near
Hoxie, Kan., on July 3, 1921. Not a Fourth of July firecracker, she was a person who zealously lived out the
fire of her Baptism (a Baptism, by the way, to which she
rode with her parents in a horse-drawn buggy).
And where did she do this living? First near Hoxie,
then near Stockton. Was she soaking in God’s light during those years? “I had a happy childhood shared with
two brothers and one sister — Leo, John and Katherine.
We ran in the hills, climbed trees and waded in the
creek. Unknowingly, I saw God’s wonderful creation
throughout the four seasons.”
Seasons? Yes, she had her seasons — literally and
figuratively, spiritually and physically, in ministry and in
retirement.
Growing up with a country-school education, Margaret was “shocked when I learned that not everyone
was a Catholic in the little country school.” Speaking of
the Catholicism of the day, she expresses directly and
indirectly a certain fear of ridicule, a fear of the confession experience; in high school, she feared performing
a piano solo: later, in the convent this fear carried over;
she feared not being on time and, in general, as she
wrote, “I was always afraid of doing something wrong.”
Did Bernard Marie move on from these “seasons of
fear”? It would certainly seem so. Her seasons of trust,
deep spirituality and “waiting in joyful hope for the
coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ,” reveal this growth.
And what of the seasons of her ministry? Having
worked at home and as a telephone operator before
entering, she was “promoted,” after entering the convent, to breakfast duty with Sister Ursula Peterson. This
duty included scrubbing the kitchen floor on hands and
knees. Some promotion!
(Speaking of Sister Ursula, we “mature” sisters

recall her quandary as to prayers and recreation. She
very sensibly asked, “We always have to ask to make up
prayers. When do we make up recreation?”)
Season of ministry continued: First, Silver City,
N.M. Bernard Marie’s artistic, poetic nature spills out
continually in her written life review as it did in life as
a whole. Having just completed retreat before going to
Silver City, she writes, “One of the conferences of the
retreat had been ‘The Flight to Egypt.’ This kept coming to mind as the wheels of the train rolled down the
tracks.” In speaking of her eight years with the Mexican
children of St. Vincent de Paul Elementary School, she
reflects her own character when she simply said, “They
were very polite.”
Seasons of happiness in ministry? All of them, it
would seem. But of her nine years in Ellis County —
Pfeifer, Schoenchen and Antonino — she writes, “These
were my happiest years.”
Junction City was Bernard Marie’s last teaching
mission. Was it time for a change of season? She wrote:

Homecomings
“I came to the realization that I wasn’t teaching as well
as in the former years, so, after 43 years of teaching
— mostly in the first grade — I decided to change to
something else. With the help of my coordinator, Sister
Marilyn Wall, I came to the Motherhouse in July 1988. I
am very happy here.”
Her service to others then took many forms, but
perhaps the most unusual one was learning and teaching Braille — this after reading about Louis Braille. Her
motives for learning Braille? To keep her mind sharp
and, more importantly, to help people without sight or
with low vision. The mother of one of the Motherhouse
employees was one such person. Others were sisters
living at the Motherhouse — notably Sister Mary Esther
Otter.
Learning sessions began and followed a regular
schedule. From now treasured pin-pricked cards prepared by Sister Bernard Marie, Mary Esther advanced to
the use of courses from the Xavier Society for the Blind
and state-sponsored organizations. Talk about helping others learn a new language, Sister Bernard Marie
surely did that — a compassionate and unique work of
mercy for sure.
No doubt most of us think of her as the person in
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charge of the “good dishes and
linens” and having everything
ready for jubilee celebrations.
Well, on the eve of her own
Golden Jubilee celebration,
with all at ready, the usually
capable but quiet Sister Bernard Marie called attention to
herself — in a big, but painful way.
Wielding a mop in the air as a member of the Bat
Brigade on fourth floor, she fell and broke her hip. Her
life patterns changed considerably after that.
The second half of Sister Bernard Marie’s retirement
years found her — in 2006 — moving to Mount Joseph
Senior Village. This was two years after the initial group
went there to live.
In her 2006 commitment to mission and ministry she wrote, “Daily I will pray that the Holy Spirit
will bless the residents and workers at Mount Joseph
with love and patience.” Not only that year, but all the
remaining years until her death there — June 22, 2012
— her prayer was answered.
Her winning smile, her participation in chapel
services, rosary, monthly birthday parties — all these
testify to her gentle, cooperative community spirit.
But her contemplative spirit also led her to be something of a recluse; she chose to turn down invitations to
the Motherhouse or elsewhere. She had God where she
was; that was all she needed.
So how shall we label the Mount Joseph season in
Bernard Marie’s life? Surely a season of gratitude. But
that could also describe every season of her life.
She began her life review with these words:
“In the beginning, I wish to thank God for inviting
me to become a sister, and for the grace of perseverance. I thank my parents for the gift of life and for their
religious example. I thank the community for the many
spiritual opportunities given to me.
“My final thanks will be celebrating and sharing
happiness with all the saints in heaven, rejoicing in the
presence of the Triune God.”
Congratulations, dear Sister, you’ve made it! Preceding you were your parents, your sister Katherine and
your band members Sisters Alois, Marina, Amabilis
and Mary Reiter; to follow you are your bothers Leo
and John and the last member of your band, Sister
Edwardine Flavin. All of us whom you leave behind
await our joining you in that final glorious chapter of
the beautiful book that will tell “The Rest of the Story.”
Until we meet again, I love you, my friend, my sister.
Christ’s peace!
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ABOVE: Madonna Schoen, human resources director for the Dominican Sisters
of Springfield, Ill., was one of about a dozen
participants from across the country in the
first-ever “Lay Employee Institute: At Home
in the Religious Life Culture” workshop offered at Manna House of Prayer in late April.
The weeklong workshop was designed to
introduce lay employees to the history and
culture of religious life while addressing the
special challenges and benefits of working
with Catholic congregations.
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ABOVE: Sister Christella Buser, in the middle of the front row, poses
with some of those attending L’Arche Heartland’s 25th anniversary
dinner May 1 in Leawood, Kan. Sister Christella lived and worked
in L’Arche Winnipeg (in Manitoba, Canada) in the late 1970s and
early 1980s, and was then asked to establish a home in the Kansas
City area. On April 1, 1987, the first resident arrived at the home she
founded in Overland Park, Kan. Today there are three L’Arche Heartland
homes for developmentally disabled adults, and the organization is in
the process of adding a fourth. Pictured are: BACK ROW, from left:
Father Kevin Cullen, Suzy Graves, Sister Lucy Walter and Janet Richardson. FRONT ROW, from left: Lisa Wagner Corollo, Sister Christella
and Dr. George Harris.

AT LEFT: Three playmates at the Neighbor to Neighbor center in downtown Concordia model “Little Dresses for Africa.” Using donated fabrics, thread and other notions, the women who visit the center made 100 of these simple but
beautiful dresses to be given to little girls in the West African nation of Burkina Faso. They were delivered by a Methodist missionary from Concordia in mid-July.

