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but what does that message really mean in our world today?

ere’s wishing you a very Happy New
Year!
Happy New Year! This message is
echoed on nearly every communication from early December through mid-January. Happy
New Year.
Yet as I write this January letter on the heels of the
unspeakable tragedy in Newtown, Conn., I am left to
wonder what, really, is the meaning of happy? And, why
do we wish it to those we know and love, co-workers
and business associates? What are we wishing?
Roget’s Thesaurus, lists our word under three categories: glad, opportune and expedient. Quite a range of
interpretation!
We might be wishing others gladness, joy, comfort,
a year of felicity, a year that would shine with benevolence, a world of abundance, of spiritual and material
providence, a time of gratuitous favors bestowed on
them from God and their friends and family.
In addition the intention would include every advantage of health and prosperity and the desire to create
goodness everywhere. Finally, we would urge them to
recognize the moment and act on it with immediate
creativity and sensitivity.
Happy New Year! What a perfectly thorough wish!
Experts in the spiritual life tell us that there are

A message from

Sister Marcia Allen,
president of the
Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia

several steps in our journey
toward wholeness/holiness.
Much of this is accomplished
in the “school of hard knocks;”
however, our lives, in both
good times and bad must be
contemplated into meaning.
That is, we must mull
over events both weighty
and slight, and allow these
“stories” to lead us to the
understanding of who we are.
Knowing that teaches us our
place in creation. From this
“home” we understand what
we are for. This is the fundamental vocation or calling of
every human being: To know
who we are so that we can

know what we are for.
In his book “Second Simplicity,” Bruno Barnhart
suggests that once we acquire this basic wisdom we can
view all things from the inside out — as God does.
In this way we are able to experience both suffering
and joy in the fullest sense of compassion. Violence of
every sort toward any member of creation would be
impossible for we would be seeing the earth, the world
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and ourselves as key factors in God’s community of
extravagant love.
When we understand the whole of creation as the
ecstasy of God’s full beneficent essence, we can do
no more than be as God is in the world. Our vocation
becomes clear. The only reason we are here at all is to
be the visible presence — the hands, feet, eyes, ears,
and tongue — of the invisible God. Through the gift of
God’s presence we can do what it is that God desires for
the whole of creation.
God’s desire for full communion with creation is writ
deep within each creature. Those of us who have the
gift of rationality and self-reflection feel this as an inner
longing, like an inner compass that makes us restless
unless we keep to the path that leads to wholeness/
holiness. Paul in his letter to the Romans says that all of
creation is filled with this longing; in fact, it is groaning
with the longing to be fulfilled. (Romans 8:22)
For those of us who are Christians, Jesus serves as
our role model for how to live this longing.
He, the mentor who became the Christ, fills us with
an intensity of awareness that responds to those around
us. Contemplating our essential vocation – to respond
to God’s desire for our wholeness – we understand the
essential strivings of other creatures, especially those
who share our humanity.
All of this brings me back to my ruminations about
our facile, habitual wish, Happy New Year.
What if we understood the full meaning of the word
happy? What if we wished our world a happy year, a
happy month, week, day?
What if we habitually filled this wish with a desire
for all the joy, all the fulfillment, all the opportunity for
good, all the assistance for dreams coming true, all of
the good will that comes from perfect sensitivity to the
neighbor’s needs — the neighbor without prejudice or
exclusion? What if our wish contained our commitment
of time, energy, material resources to our neighbor’s
welfare?
What if our pondering led to our response to God’s
invitation to be fully human? Being fully human is as
close to fulfilling God’s redemptive desire for our wholeness as we can get on this earth. Then, might we never
see another tragedy like Newtown again. With a simple
wish we would renew the earth and our world.
With every promise that we will take this stance in
our world and on our planet: We Sisters of St. Joseph
wish you a very Happy New Year!
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Charitable Remainder Trusts
Here’s an estate planning tool that may be a ‘win-win’

S

By TiM GoTTschaLk

bined estate is $6 million. They own
$1 million of fully depreciated farm
etting up a special kind of
machinery and wish to sell the equiptrust that will ultimately
ment and retire from active farming.
benefit a charity may be of
If Joe and Mary sell their equipment,
interest to donors today.
they can expect to pay an estimated
Called a Charitable Remainder
$375,000 federal and state income
Trust, or CRT, this provides annual
tax. In addition, the IRS may tax the
payments to individual beneficiaries
remaining $625,000 on the death of
for either life or a term of years.
the last spouse. In light of potential
But it also includes an irrevocable
tax law changes, the estate tax could
remainder interest, which means
TIM GOTTSCHALK
exceed $280,000 for deaths occurring
that after the indivdual’s death or
in year 2013 and beyond.
the set number of years, the balance in the
How would that change with a CRT? If Joe
trust will be donated to a charity.
and Mary transfer their farm equipment to a
That ultimate donation creates tax benCRT, there will be no tax on the farm equipefits, including:
ment as the CRT is a tax-exempt entity.
» Eliminates any ordinary or capital gains
They have their attorney draft the CRT to
tax built into the assets.
» Provides the creator an immediate chari- pay Joe and Mary 5 percent of the value of the
trust each year while one or both of them is
table tax deduction.
» Allows the trustee to invest and diversify living. This will provide them with $50,000 a
year income.
the trust assets in a tax-free environment.
And Joe and Mary will receive an immedi» Allows the creator to control how the
ate income tax charitable deduction. How
trust assets are invested.
much that will be varies; it’s a complex calcu» Removes assets from the estate of the
lation that depends on the type of trust, the
creator, thus eliminates estate tax.
term and current IRS interest rates.
Example: Take the case of Joe and Mary
Joe and Mary can provide for their chilFarmer. Joe is 68 and Mary is 66. Their com-

dren by taking a portion of their CRT yearly
payment and purchasing a second-to-die life
insurance policy. Ultimately their children will
receive a nontaxable life insurance benefit.
CRTs come in two basic forms:
» A Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust
(CRAT), which pays a fixed payment every
year. In the example of Joe and Mary, the payments could be set at $50,000 regardless of
the performance of the assets in the trust.
» A Charitable Remainder Unitrust (CRUT),
which pays a set percentage of the trust assets
as valued each year. The payment will vary
depending on the value of the trust assets.
Who should consider the CRT?
These trusts are ideal for those who are
charitably inclined and who own appreciated
assets. But they are a very complex planning
tool and should be considered and established
only with the assistance of a qualified attorney and tax advisor.
Please consider the use of a Charitable
Remainder Trust for the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia or your favorite charity. It is a
“win-win” situation for all parties.

» Tim Gottschalk, CPA, is with Gottschalk & Company, CPAs, LLC.
He lives in Belleville, Kan., and is a member of the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Concordia Development Advisory Board.

Statements
will soon
be in mail

W

e are grateful to all who
have supported us
financially this past
year. We could not do
what we do without
you! Thank you!
In keeping with IRS
regulations, we will
mail tax statements for
your records to those
who have given a total
of $250 or more since
Jan. 1, 2012.
If you’ve given less
than that but would
like a statement,
please let us know;
we’re happy to provide one. Just contact
Holly Brown at 785243-2113 Ext. 1221
or email hbrown@
csjkansas.org.
Statements will
be mailed by Jan. 25,
2013.

Irish eyes will be smilin' at spring fund-raising dinner

I

f you miss our annual Spaghetti
Dinner this spring, you’ll be
green with envy when your
friends tell you about the great food
and fun they had!
So right now, while you’re thinking about it, mark you calendar with
a shamrock — because this year the
calendar cooperated and we’ll be eating spaghetti on St. Patrick’s Day.
That’s Sunday, March 17, and dinner will be
served from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
For starters, we’ll have all the fun we have
every year:
» The menu will be spaghetti, garlic bread,
salad with dressing, spumoni ice cream and
beverages.
» We’ll have guided tours of our historic
Nazareth Motherhouse.

best prizes we’ve ever offered (with special thanks to the generous donors):
» $700 cash (anonymous donor)
in advance: Adults $8, children (5-12) $4
» Handmade quilt (74-by-86 inches)
at the door: Adults $10, children (5-12) $6
(Children 4 and younger eat free)
hand quilted by Sister Betty Suther
» $200 Amazon gift card (anonymous)
To reserve tickets, call Beth Weddle at 243-2113,
ext. 1223 or email her at eweddle@csjkansas.org
» Portable electric generator (1,000
watts) (donated by Pestinger Distributing
Co.)
» Local musicians will be entertaining
» Three-piece bistro patio set (donated by
throughout the event.
Alice Ruder)
» Our gift shop will be open, stocked with
The drawing will be held at 1:30 p.m.
lots of items handmade by our sisters.
Then we have special St. Paddy’s Day fun
» Last year’s very popular “Grab Bag” has
— a search for leprechauns and the pot o’ gold,
an encore, with carefully wrapped surprises
cookie decorating for kids (of all ages) and
available for $1 and $2.
placemats to color for aspiring (Irish) artists!
» And the equally popular bake sale will
Please join us for what promises to be a
offer all kinds of breads, pies, candy and more.
great afternoon — and don’t forget to wear
Then there’s the drawing, with five of the
green!

Dinner Tickets
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My parents struggled just to put food on
the table.”
Their daughter eventually was able
to attend Rutgers, the State University of
New Jersey, where she majored in Third
World History and Communications.
While in college, she married and
then she and her husband launched their
careers.
She “fell into advertising,” Brodie says.
“I got in at entry-level, and worked hard.
Advertising was a relatively good career
for a woman.”
At 28, she was the youngest vice president — of media planning — with the
New York ad agency Lowe Marschalk.
“In the 1970s and ’80s, we Baby
Boomers were interested in moving up
the ladder and acquiring things.
“We were DINKS — Dual Income, No
Kids.”

“Community Needs Forum” in January
2009, as one of the major concerns
voiced by Concordia residents.
But, as Sister Jean Rosemarynoski
noted earlier this year, attempts to
tackle the issues surrounding poverty
in Concordia have “sputtered” despite
continued concern from people
throughout the community.
So the sisters posted an “urgent
request” on the Catholic Volunteer Network website, looking for someone who
would finish designing the program and
then implement — and who would be
here for long enough to make it work.
Enter Christina Brodie, a retired
advertising and marketing executive
from Florida.
Serving as a full-time unpaid volunteer for the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brodie
arrived in November and immediately
began work on what is now called
“Hands Across the Community.”
Hands Across will begin with 13
weekly “workshops” where the participating families will discuss everything
from goal setting and debt management to meal planning and the value of
continuing education.
Also taking part in those weekly
sessions will be “mentor families” that
make a commitment to advise and
work with one of the families for at
least a year.
After the 13-week workshops,
there will be monthly suppers for the
families and mentors to provide ongoing encouragement and assistance for
at least a year and up to two years.
She hopes to be able to launch the
first Hands Across class starting the
first Thursday in February.
“It’s a long-term proposition,” Brodie said. “The families that are participating and the mentors have to be in it
for the long haul. Building a foundation
for a stronger, healthier life isn’t about
a single workshop or a single issue.”
Anyone interested in making
a donation or volunteering, or in
learning more about Hands Across is
encouraged to contact her at cbrodie@
csjkansas.org or 785/243-4428.

B

ut her priorities changed with
the birth of her son Christopher in 1986.
Still working the long hours required
of an ad executive on the rise, “My guiltridden Italian-Catholic kicked in; I realized I didn’t ever see my son.”
It was also during that time that her
marriage also ended, and she petitioned
for and received an annulment through
the Church.
So, as a single parent, she quit her job
and moved her toddler son and mother
to Florida, with the hope of building a
slower-paced life.
For the first time, she says, she had
both the time and inclination to try to
help out without getting paid for it.
“I volunteered at Chris’ preschool a
little bit,” she recalls. “Then I volunteered
with Meals on Wheels. Little by little, I got
involved — food pantries, soup kitchens;
there were a lot of needs.”
Now a single parent, she returned to
work, this time for McFarland & Drier
Miami, and then a few years later with
Office Depot as the vice president of
advertising at its world headquarters in
Delray Beach, Fla.
In 2006, she returned to New York
and a job with Maxus Global, a part of the
GroupM media agency network. In her

Christina Brodie,
right, and Sister
Marcia Allen,
center, listen
as Sister Dian
Hall makes a
point during the
congregation’s
Assembly at the
Nazareth Motherhouse in November 2012.

position as partner and group planning
director with the massive advertising and
marketing services network, she worked
on major accounts including Korean
Airlines, Chrysler/Jeep/Dodge and NBC
Universal.
She also began attending Manhattan’s
St. Francis of Assisi Church and her commitment to volunteering grew. In time,
she joined the Third Order of St. Francis,
a fraternity of Catholic men and women
often called Secular Franciscans.
fter a handful of years with
Maxus Global, Brodie realized it
was time for another change —
and this one might very well be the most
dramatic so far.
“The timing is about Chris being centered in his life,” the proud mom says. “As
we’ve moved into the 21st century, there
has been a shift in what’s important to all
of us. Today we think about ‘quality of life’
instead of just the job.
“Chris is an example of finding quality of life — he’s a business major, but he
doesn’t want that to define his lifestyle.”
Brodie began changing her own
definition about three years ago. First she
returned to Florida but remained with the
New York City agency by “telecommuting.” Then she developed a plan to pay off
all her debt and divest herself of all but
the most basic belongings.
“It’s not like I had so many investments as a big-time ad exec that I can live
off my savings,” she notes with another
laugh. “I had a small 401(k) that went for
Chris’ college, and I’ll have Social Security

A

and nothing else.”
But, she adds, “I’ve been very blessed
by the opportunities throughout my life –
and this is another one.”

W

hen she was finally ready
— with only the possessions that would fit in her
car — she started searching the Catholic
Volunteer Network for a full-time position
where she could live as part of a religious
community.
At the same time, the Sisters of St.
Joseph had listed an urgent opening
for someone to lead a poverty outreach
program in Concordia. Sisters, local clergy
and numerous community volunteers had
been working on the program for more
than a year, but it was languishing without a dedicated individual to spearhead
the work.
Brodie visited Concordia for the first
time in October.
“I just fell in love the week I was here,”
she says now. “It was a warm and open
feeling; it just felt exactly right.”
By early November, she had returned
— and now lives at Manna House of
Prayer, with seven Sisters of St. Joseph.
As a full-time volunteer, she receives free
room and board as part of the Manna
community and a small monthly stipend.
And she concedes there’s a bit of an
adjustment — but she’s adjusted before,
she notes with another laugh. “Life is a
constant conversion.”
After a pause, Brodie adds, “I don’t
know what God’s plan is for me, but I look
to be here for many years.”
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Celebrating our 2013 Jubilarians
E

ach January, we introduce our Jubilarians
— the remarkable women we celebrate on
the noteworthy anniversaries of the date they were
received as novices into the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia. In 2013, we honor 10 sisters who
BiRTh NaME: Aurelia Marie Bader
RELiGioUs NaME: Sister Mary Barbara
PaRENTs: Leo and Petronella Buecker Bader
hoMEToWN: Born in Rhineland, Mo.; moved to Seward,
Neb., at age 3 and later to the Grand Island area
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN: March 19, 1943
EDUcaTioN:
BA in education, Marymount College, Salina; MS in English, Notre Dame University, South Bend, Ind.; certification in psychology and retreat direction, Notre Dame and
Kansas State University
MissioNs:
1945-62 Taught primary grades in Chicago, Cawker
City, Kan., and Damar, Kan.
1962-68 Opened new school and served as principal
in Oakley, Kan.
1968-75 Principal in Manhattan, Kan.
1975-77 Religious education in Grand Island, Neb.
1977-85 Principal in Beloit, Kan.
1985-2004 Director of religious education for St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Grand Island, Neb.; directed retreats
each summer
2005-present Retired to the Nazareth Motherhouse
sPEciaL REcoGNiTioN
1975 National Catholic Outstanding Educational Award

M

together represent 525 years of love of God and
service to the neighbor.
As these special women prepared to begin their
Jubilee year, we asked each to write a short reflection to answer this questiion:

Sister Barbara Bader

y time in Grand Island was both a challenge and
a great joy. I grew up near Grand Island, so the
cathedral there — St. Mary’s — was always my love.
When I was growing up, we had a young people’s club and on
special events we went to the cathedral.
I had expected to return to Beloit (Kan.) as principal (in
1985), but then Father Robert Foster called from Grand Island
and asked me to go there. I had family in the area, so it was
wonderful to be near them — but it was also a big job, with lots
of responsibilities.
I was always blessed with a great love of people, and there I
got to work with people of all ages.
I used to go into classrooms and tell the children stories,
and we had a wonderful program every year. Then there were
First Communions — those were always such a beautiful big
event!

I also worked with the teachers,
individually and in groups, and
we had lots of laypeople who
helped.
From when I first got
there, we prayed for a new
school — and we finally
got one built. It took all
of us working together.
There were 10 or 12
sisters serving in Grand
Island when I went there,
and I was the last one.
But it had been a very
bountiful time for me.
I found it hard to leave.

Sister Francis Alma Royer
Written by Sister Anne Martin Reinert

A

As you look back on your years as a Sister of
St. Joseph of Concordia, what experience or
event best captures what your religious life
has meant to you (and why)?

t age 16, Gertrude Mary Royer was captivated
by the “mission stories” told by her aunt, Sister
Albertine Savoie. Her aunt was on a home visit, and
Gertrude wanted to come to Concordia immediately to enter
the community. But she was persuaded to delay until that fall,
arriving as a postulant in September 1942.
She had the longing of her heart fulfilled when she not
only became a Sister of St Joseph, but also became a registered nurse. Her jovial and fun-filled spirit captivated many in
her 30-plus years of nursing.
Then she embarked on a new mission as a certified pastoral chaplain, which she described as “a new way of caring for
the sick, and reaching beyond to be with the suffering family
in crisis.” In the new role as pastoral visitor, Sister Francis
Alma said, “Its hard to just ‘be’ instead of ‘to do’, but patients

appreciate having someone who can just be with
them and give time.”
While working in pastoral care at St. Mary
Medical Center in Gary, Ind., she took the opportunity to spend a week living with and working with a team serving the poor in Guatemala.
Sister Francis Alma described the trip as life
changing. In their poverty, the people she
served still expressed joy and contentment and were grateful for what the
volunteers did to make life easier.
Sister Francis Alma moved to Mount
Joseph Senior Village in 2009.
Today, while much memory is lost,
a joyful smile and gracious demeanor
remain.

BiRTh NaME: Gertrude Mary Royer
RELiGioUs NaME: Sister Francis Alma
PaRENTs: Frank and Alma R. Savoie
Royer
hoMEToWN: Dryburg, Mich.
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN:
March 19, 1943
EDUcaTioN:
Diploma in nursing, St. John Hospital
School of Nursing, Salina; certificate
in clinical pastoral care, St. Louis
University
MissioNs:
1948-67 Nurse and floor supervisor,
serving at St. John’s Hospital, Salina,
Seneca (Kan.) Hospital and St. Joseph
Hospital, Belvidere, Ill.
1967-84 Pastoral care at various
hospitals operated by the Sisters of
St. Joseph
1984-91 Pastoral care at St. Mary
Medical Center in Hobert and Gary,
Ind.
1991-2000 Pastoral care in Las
Cruces, N.M.
2000-03 Medaille Center, Salina
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2013 Jubilarians: As you look back on your years as a Sister of St. Joseph of Concordia,

I

Sister Dorothy Hoover

am filled with gratitude to God
for empowering me to serve
the sick much of my life
and later to be a spiritual director and hospice volunteer in my
60 years as a CSJ.
I became a registered nurse
before entering religious life.
Later as a sister, I served as a
nurse. Caring for the
sick brought meaning
and joy.
When the congregation asked me
to become a pharmacist, I spent 11
years studying and practicing pharmacy.
Vatican II opened more opportunities to serve the dear
neighbor; I worked in a county mental health center for two
years simultaneously studying counseling.
BiRTh NaME: Mary Janice
Koelzer
RELiGioUs NaME: Sister Jacinta
PaRENTs: Georgiena and Urban
Koelzer
hoMEToWN: Seneca, Kan.
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN: Aug. 15, 1953
EDUcaTioN:
BSN, Marymount College,
Salina; MSN in medical/
surgical nursing, Marquette
University, Milwaukee,
Wis.; MN in pediatric nursing, University of Florida at
Gainesville
MissioNs:
1959-83 Teaching nursing,
Marymount College
1983-89 Pastoral ministry,
Seven Dolors Parish, Manhattan, Kan.
1988-94 Establishing and
managing Duchesne Clinic ,
Kansas City, Kan.
1994-99 Co-coordinator of
the Nazareth Motherhouse
1999-2005 Medaille Center, Salina
2005-present Motherhouse,
Concordia

I

I'd been attracted to teaching nursing and accepted a position at Avila College in Kansas City, Mo.
After earning a master's degree in nursing, I taught at our
college in Salina, Marymount, until the college closed.
God was with me in my job hunt when I was offered a
teaching position for Creighton University where I served for
nine years. I enjoyed teaching nursing.
I had been drawn to spiritual direction because I was so very
grateful for the role it played in my own life journey to God. After
earning a certificate is spiritual direction, I have been offering
spiritual companionship — a gift from God. I taught spirituality courses for the Salina Diocese and offered workshops and
directed retreats at Manna House of Prayer until major illness
intervened and forced me to relook at my life.
Since that time I've been a spiritual director and hospice
volunteer and am doing religious community service both in
Salina and later in Concordia.
Above all, I am grateful for God's companionship and love
through it all, for the love and support of my CSJ Sisters of Concordia and for my family.

BiRTh NaME: Dorothy Hoover
PaRENTs: Laurence and Josephine Caspar Hoover
hoMEToWN: Junction City, Kan.
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN Aug. 15, 1953
EDUcaTioN:
BSN, Marymount College, Salina; BSPh, Creighton University, Omaha; MA in guidance and counseling, University of
Missouri at Kansas City; MN in medical/surgical nursing,
Kansas University Medical Center in Kansas City; certificate in spiritual diection and directed retreats, Creighton
University
MissioNs:
1955-61 Staff nurse and head nurse at Salina, Seneca
and Manhattan, Kan., hospitals
1966-73 Staff and chief pharmacist, St. John’s Hospital,
Salina
1974-76 Counselor, Mental Health Center, Olathe, Kan.
1976-80 Instructor of nursing, Avila College, Kansas City,
Mo.
1982-89 Assistant professor, Marymount, teaching medical-surgical nursing, pharmacology, psychiatric nursing
1989-98 Asistant professor, Creighton University satellite
campus in Hastings, Neb., teaching psychiatric nursing,
pharmacology
1999-2006 Medaille Center, Salina; spiritual director,
hospice volunteer, teaching spirituality course for Diocese
Dream Workshops and directing retreats at Manna House;
bookkeeper for religious community
2006-present Spiritual director, hospice volunteer and
other community service; living at Hillside Convent and
then at Nazareth Motherhouse

Sister Janice Koelzer

n grade school, I knew I wanted to be a nurse and thought of being
a missionary for adventure. That did not change.
The incident that captures what religious life has meant to me is
when we made the effort to establish Duchesne Clinic in Kansas City, Kan.
We looked at an old school building that hadn't been occupied for 10
years. The fourth-grade classroom that was shown to us was full of old
statues and pews from the church next door. It was there we found the
body of a young man named Kavi, whom we'd seen at the food kitchen
when we did health assessments. He had been homeless and sick.
He, along with St. Philippine Rose Duchesne and others, was my
inspiration to carry on.
The Duchesne Clinic for the homeless and poor people without health
insurance began there. It continued to grow with the help of generous
professional volunteers and donations and, more than 20 years later, it
continues to function.
Later I found out that others had looked at that area and said it was
impossible to start a clinic there, particularly in such a small classroom
with no plumbing and minimal electrical outlets.
But we did the impossible and gradually were allowed more rooms to
renovate and occupy.
Some place I found a quote that really described us:

We the willing, led by the unknowing,
are doing the impossible for the ungrateful.
We have done so much for so long
with so little,
we are now qualified to do
anything with nothing.
In summary, my life has been
about doing the impossible. Our
Blessed Mother was told by an
angel, "Nothing is impossible
with God."
When I was diagnosed with
incurable non-Hodgkins lymphoma cancer, I thought I'd be dead
in a short time. That was 15
years ago. With numerous IV
chemotherapy treatments and a good oncologist and staff, I'm still here.
Only by the grace of God is such a life possible. I am grateful to God,
my family, friends and all who support me along the way of this adventure.

what experience or event best captures what your religious life has meant to you (and why)?

Sister Loretta Clare Flax

A

s I reflect on my life of 60 years as a Sister of
St. Joseph, I am most grateful for having the
experience of a 30-day retreat. It embodied
the living experience of our charism and love for others.
This retreat deepened my spiritual life to know who
I was and what I have known as the call to work and
minister among the elderly and the dying in hospice,
home health and pastoral ministry. The blessing and
abundance I have known from these ministries far
exceed what I have been able to give.
I continue to know the call of being a good listener
and am able to bring comfort to those who are ill and
need an encouraging word.
I love working with my hands and creating some-

BiRTh NaME: Carolyn Ann Juenemann
RELiGioUs NaME: Sister Rose Bernard
PaRENTs: Fred and Rose (Kaus) Juenemann
hoMEToWN: Born in Selden, Kan.; moved to Norton, Kan., at age 6
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN: Aug. 15, 1963
EDUcaTioN:
BA in economics and business administration, Marymount College, Salina;
attended Fort Hays (Kan.) State College; certificate in church music and
liturgy, Saint Joseph’s College, Renselaer, Ind.; certificate in parish administration, Pastoral Life Institute, Kansas City, Mo.
MissioNs:
1965-66 Teacher at St. Joseph and St. Anne’s School, Chicago
1967-73 Business manager and office manager, St. John’s Hospital,
Salina
1973-75 Director of Alumni Relations, Marymount College, Salina
1975-77 Campus minister, Fort Hays State College
1977-79 Office manager and assistant controller, St. Joseph’s Hospital,
Concordia
1979-84 Pastoral associate, parishes of Belleville, Munden and Cuba,
Kan.
1984-85 Junior high liturgy coordinator, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina
1985-89 Pastoral associate and member of diocesan renew team,
Goodland, Kan.; also assisted in the Hoxie and Seguin parishes
1989-90 Religious education coordinator at Fort Riley, Kan., then acting
director of Catholic Charities of Hays, Kan., then office assistant at St.
Isidore’s Church, Manhattan, Kan.
1990-2001 Pastoral administrator, St. Michael’s Parish, Chapman,
Kan.; also appointed as the first non-ordained moderator of the Diocesan
Pastoral Council
2002-07 Director of Catholic education and pastoral associate, Catholic
community, Fort Riley, Kan.
2007-12 Music director and organist and Mt. Calvary Cemetery sexton,
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina
2012-present Assistant office coordinator for Marriage Tribunal and the
Safety and Security Office, Diocese of Salina; also office manager for the
Immaculate Conception Parish, Minneapolis, Kan.

thing beautiful.
My gratitude goes to my parents
and family for my vocation and
their support and to the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Concordia and
all my friends and co-workers
who have helped me with my
spiritual life and ministry.
I love my call to do
these works for
Jesus and I like to
be able to help
others to reach
their call.

BiRTh NaME: Magdalena Flax
RELiGioUs NaME: Sister Loretta Clare
PaRENTs: Paul and Martha Flax
hoMEToWN: Ellis, Kan.
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN: March 19, 1953
EDUcaTioN:
Certificate for nursing aide, Cloud County Community College,
Concordia; certificates for adult care home aide, medication aide
and rehabilitative aide, Barton County Community College, Great
Bend, Kan.
MissioNs:
1954-65 Coordinator of housekeeping in convents, Concordia
1965-67 Housekeeping supervisor for three buildings, Marymount
College, Salina
1967-68 Asistant kitchen supervisor and bakery coordinator, Nazareth Motherhouse, Concordia
1969-70 Housekeeping coordinator, St. Mary Convent, Grand Island,
Neb.
1983-85 Ministry to the elderly, Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,
Hays, Kan.
1985-2009 Nursing and rehabilitative aide, serving variously with
St. John’s Nursing Home, St. Elizabeth Home Health, Medstaff
Home Health and St. John Assisted Living, all in Hays.
2010-present Parish nurse, Immaculate Heart of Mary Church

Sister Carolyn Juenemann

I

cannot isolate one incident or experience that
can capture what my life as a CSJ has meant to me
because each one seemed to be the avenue through
which I became prepared to recognize and to respond to
the next one.
During my upbringing it became evident to me that a
very high priority was to strive to do God’s will.
When I came to the crossroads in my life where I
needed to choose between marriage and a consecrated
religious life, the driving force in my decision was that
of doing the will of God. I wanted to serve God and the
Church, so entering the convent seemed to be the best
option where that would be possible.
I have truly enjoyed and been enriched through the
various ministries (with the exception of the first assignment to teach eighth-grade in Chicago for which I was
totally unprepared!).
Whether I was working in hospital financial management, at Marymount or Fort Hays College working with
young people, in various diocesan ministries and various parish pastoral positions or with the military at Fort
Riley, it has become very clear to me that each of these
situations and experiences prepared me for the next one.

The 11 years I spent in
Chapman as the first
non-ordained parish
administrator in our
diocese seemed to
most fully manifest
to me what being a
consecrated religious
woman meant.
It was where all
my training and
experiences
seemed to fit
together and
became useful
tools in this
special time
with God’s
people.
These 50 years have passed quickly. My gratitude is
great. The theme used for my final profession is still very
appropriate and very true:
“In God’s Will is our peace.”
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2013 Jubilarians: As you look back on your years as a Sister of St. Joseph of Concordia,
BiRTh NaME: Eloise Ann Blecha
RELiGioUs NaME: Sister Mary Therese
PaRENTs: Ernest and Eleanor Blecha
hoMEToWN: Belleville, Kan.
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN: Aug. 15,
1963
EDUcaTioN:
BS in chemistry and biology, Marymount College, Salina; MST in chemistry and biology,
University of North Dakota, Grand Forks; MS in
organic chemistry and PhD in chemical education, Kansas State University, Manhattan
MissioNs:
1965-69 Saints Peter & Paul High School,
Boonville Mo., teaching general science, biology, chemistry and physics
1969-72 Sacred Heart High School, Salina,
teaching biology and chemistry
1976-89 Marymount College, Salina, chemistry
Instructor
1989-93 Saint Joseph’s College, Rensselaer,
Ind., chemistry professor
1993-2008 Sisters of St Joseph of Concordia,
treasurer and director of business affairs
2008-2012 Cloud County Community College,
Concordia, paraprofessional tutoring in different
areas of science
2012-present Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, congregational Leadership Council

BiRTh NaME: Esther Pineda
PaRENTs: Pablo Pineda and Isidora Salaiz
Pineda
hoMEToWN: Bayard, N.M.
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN: June 8,
1973
EDUcaTioN:
BA in education, Western New Mexico University, Silver City; MA in physical education,
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque; MA
religion & religious education, Fordham University, New York
MissioNs:
1974-75: teaching physical education, Fairbury,
Neb.
1976 Campus ministry, St. Francis Newman
Center, Silver City, N.M.
1981 Religious education coordinator, Our
Lady of Fatima Parish, Bayard, N.M.
1982 Congregation’s director of postulants,
in Concordia and El Paso, Texas
1991-99 Regional coordinator & vice president, congregational Leadership Council
1999-2001 Program and services department
of Catholic Charities USA, Alexandria, Va.
2001-06 Lobbyist and advocate with NETWORK, Washington, D.C.
2006-present Coordinator, Justice & Peace
Center, Salina

M

was about, that of being open to
the Holy Spirit in guiding us to
where we can best serve the
needs of others.
Our mission as Sisters of St.
Joseph is that we live and
work that all people may be
united with God and with
one another.
In all of this I have come
to realize that I need to
make an effort each
day to serve the needs of
others in whatever way I can and that is how I will continue to
grow in my awareness of God’s love not only for me but for each
person.
So, what I expected in my youth, that I would have a life of
solitude and peace in God’s love, was turned upside down and I
found God’s love and presence in loving and serving the neighbor.

Irmã Janira Lindoso Diniz

A
BiRTh NaME: Janira Lindoso Diniz
PaRENTs: Benedito da Silva and Maria José de
Sousa Lindoso Diniz
hoMEToWN: Rosario, Maranhão, Brazil
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN: July 31, 1973

s a child and into my youth, I was very timid.
Inside me, I wanted to communicate with
others, sing, dance, and participate in everything, but I just couldn´t make myself do it.
Then our parish priest invited me to help an
adolescent group and offered me a month’s
course about psychology. This helped me serve
better, and it helped me a lot to understand
myself.
I had four boyfriends and the last one was a
Portuguese boy who had been a seminarian. He
spoke about marriage, but then he went to Rio e
Janeiro to participate in a course. While he was
there, I wrote and told him that I wasn´t meant
to marry — and to tell the truth, I don´t know
exactly what was going on within me; I was a
little bit confused!
When I returned home, I began to participate in vocational meetings with the Missionary Sisters of Jesus Crucified.

Sister esther Pineda

here are many experiences and events that capture the
meaning of religious life for me. But the one most dominant is what I call “the adventure of ministry.” I am what
they call a “belated” vocation; I entered at the age of 32. I was a
physical education teacher in a public school and I suspect I would
have retired as a physical ed teacher. But in religious life I have had
the gift of teaching expressed in myriad ways.
For example, I began teaching physical education in Fairbury,
Neb. Then I went into campus ministry where the call to teach and
listen took a different form. Later, I became a religious education
coordinator in a small Spanish-speaking southwest parish, and I’ve
taught Spanish to English-speaking adults. I found myself teaching in an adult faith-formation program through ITV. Eventually I
ended up on our congregational Leadership team.
From there, I went to the national office of Catholic Charities
USA. In that capacity, I worked with adults in programs and services expressed through a national media.
From there I moved to to advocacy/ lobbying, working in
Washington, D.C., with the Catholic social justice organization NETWORK — and NEVER, NEVER would I have imagined doing that!

I was drawn into this ministry of
advocacy by a dear sister friend
whose passion for the work of
justice led me, drew me ... like a
magnet, to be a part of that world.
Ultimately, the call to be with
and for the dear neighbor in
whatever capacity or situation is what best describes
religious life for me.
It is responding to
the need and then wondering, “What in the
world am I doing here?”
Yet deep down at the
same time realizing
that it’s not me but God’s
strength and gifts that see me through, sustain me and bring me
fulfillment.
I am so grateful to be a Sister of St. Joseph of Concordia.

Recognizing
catholic Youth

Dana Bahr

Sister Therese Blecha

y experience and understanding of religious life has
evolved over the past 50 years.
Growing up on a farm, much of my time was spent
outdoors in solitude with nature. I think this was what first
attracted me to the religious life, which I envisioned as a life of
solitude and quiet time to grow in the awareness of God’s love.
After a few years of living the religious life I found that the “life of
solitude and quiet” was many times replaced with much activity.
I chose to be a teacher for high school students and then for
college students and what a support system I had from the sisters with whom I lived and prayed. This was certainly a manifestation of God’s love for me and for others that I had not expected.
I enjoyed working with the young folks not only in helping them
in the learning process but also just being interested in their lives
and helping them at times in their personal needs.
Following my years of teaching I was asked to be the treasurer of the congregation. In carrying out my work as treasurer,
I became aware of all of the different ministries our sisters were
doing and came to a greater realization of what our religious life

T

what best captures what your religious life has meant to you (and why)?

Sister Dorothy marquez

A

s I reflect on what being a Sister of St. Joseph of Concordia
has meant to me over the past 25 years, I think of how
I’ve been able to be a presence to pregnant women
and their little ones, to the Hispanic families and to parishioners
in Salina.
I think of the many young people I have been fortunate to work with through CYO, the Marian House
project and through Sacred Heart Parish in Salina.
I am blessed to be able to minister to the needs of
our sisters here at our Nazareth Motherhouse and
Mount Joseph Senior Village in Concordia now and
to those visitors who come to our home.
Truly the Holy Spirit has touched my ministries.
My deepest desire is to be God’s presence in time
of need, and to be able to be there for my dear neighbors with God as my center.

With time, I met the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, Kan., and it was there that I received the help that
I needed. The sisters helped us understand how we
can become happy and remain happy.
I became a candidate in 1972 and finished my
novitiate in 1973. I went to live with the sisters in
the center of the city in Teresina, and then I was off
to Amarante, where I served in various communities,
helping out with catechesis, community formation, etc.
In 1982 I went to Nova Esperança, Pará, where
I learned to be with people in the rural area, going
back and forth in nine communities. In 1986, I went to
Pimenteiras and then back to Teresina, where I served
in coordinating the rural communites in the archdiocese.
After 1992 I went to Monsenhor Gil, Buenos Aires,
Amarante, Parque Mão Santa and Picos. Since 2012, I
have been in Graça Aranha, Maranhão.
I always am and will always be eternally grateful to
God for life with the sisters and with him.

BiRTh NaME: Dorothy Marquez
PaRENTs: Serapio D. and Nora L. Marquez
hoMEToWN: Tularosa, N.M.
REcEiVED iNTo coNGREGaTioN: May 17, 1988
EDUcaTioN:
Associate’s degree in business administration, Brown
Mackie College, Salina
MissioNs:
1987-88 Hispanic services with Catholic Charities, Salina
(working with the legalization program helping the undocumented to legalize their status; accompanying Spanishspeakers anywhere they needed a translator)
1990-93 Pastoral associate in Hispanic Ministry, Sacred
Heart Cathedral (visited homebound parishioners and
translated for Spanish-speakers; assisted the priest in various sacramental rites by translating the rituals; worked with
Hispanic parishioners in empowering them to take their
leadership roles in the various ministries of the cathedral)
1990-99 Secretary and Hispanic liaison/translator with
Sacred Heart Grade School, Salina; also with Sister Shirley Meier worked with pregnant teens and their families in
whatever way we could
2002 –05 Office cleaning crew and supervisor, National
Guard Armory in Salina.
2005-present Co-coordinator of Sisters Services at the
Nazareth Motherhouse

schooL: Kansas State Uni-

versity, Manhattan, Kan.

cLass: I am a senior with

a biology major and a
Spanish minor.
VoLUNTEER acTiViTiEs: I
teach fifth-grade CCD,
hold a couple hours at
the St. Joseph's adoration
chapel
and serve
as hospitality
minister
and an
Extraordinary
Minister
of Holy Communion at
St. Isidore's Church in
Manhattan. This past
summer I was also
priviledged to teach
Totus Tuus for the
Salina Diocese.
MoTiVaTioN: I had a great

teacher in high school
who encouraged me to
get involved in some
of these ministries,
and I've been enjoying
them ever since. Lately,
the writings of Mother
Teresa have really been
inspiring me to turn
outward and love, and
to be united with Christ.

PaRENTs: John and Ann

Bahr of Wichita

If you know a young
person — male or female —
you’d like to recommend to
be featured in The Messenger’s “Recognizing Catholic
Youth,” please let us know
by contacting:

Sister Beverly Carlin
785/220-7996
srbevc@csjkansas.org

