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aclav Havel’s mentor once said
to him: “The real test of a man
is not how well he plays the role he has
invented for himself, but how well he
plays the role destiny assigned him.”
Francis, World Pope and Bishop of
Rome, suddenly finds his destiny profoundly vital and complex. As pope he
has already shown that his immediate concerns focus on the poor of
the world and the life of the Gospel
to which Christians have committed
themselves.
We thank him for his generous
simplicity in accepting this role as
world leader and we pray that his
courage, openness and faith remain
unfailing.

Introducing The Messenger’s new (smaller) look

O

ne inch. Two and a half centimeters. Six picas.
In other words, not much.
But that small reduction in the U.S.
Postal Service size limits for “folded
self-mailers” meant big changes for The
Messenger.
Our goal with this quarterly newsletter has always been to stay in touch

with our friends and supporters — in
an interesting, informative and, yes,
cost-efficient way.
After looking at lots of other options
— changing to a magazine format with
glossy paper, going to a larger format
more like a traditional newspaper or
even staying with essentially the same
format on newsprint and paying signifi-

cantly higher postage — we’re pleased
to introduce you to the slightly smaller
new look (and frugal price tag) printed
by Valley Offset Printers Inc. in Valley
Center, Kan.
Let us know what you think. We hope
you like it as much as we do.

— Sarah Jenkins, editor
sjenkins@csjkansas.org
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and a singing bird will come!

— Chinese Proverb

aster! “We are Easter people,” said St.
Augustine of Hippo (354-430 CE), “and
our song is Alleluia!”
Easter people are those who live
resurrection, who witness to the Christ transformed
after three days in the tomb.
The challenge of Christians is not just to live
hope but to be hope. This is the test of resurrection.
If Christ be resurrected, then we who profess to be
Christians must live out the Christ promise day to
day. What does this mean?
The real question is probably, what is hope?
This Chinese proverb offers one of the best answers: “Keep a green branch in your heart and the
singing bird will come.”
I think of that indication of hope often, especially
now that spring is coming. Outside my window I can
see the branches of a maple tree, its buds thickening each day. A newcomer to the tree is a bright blue
bird. That bird sings its heart out as it sits precariously at the end of a branch swinging back and forth
in a stiff wind.
Hope. But not the optimism that one feels as
one begins a new project or plans a birthday party
or embarks on counseling sessions with a troubled
person or charts the education trajectory of a child.
Hope. But not the idealism with which one

launches the fulfillment of a dream with goals and
objectives, or begins a marriage or enters into vows
in a religious community.
No, hope must be something else.
In the Letter to the Romans, St. Paul offers a word
about hope (8:24-25): “... In hope we were saved.
But hope is not hope if its object is seen; how is it
possible for one to hope for what she/he sees? And
hoping for what we cannot see means awaiting it
with patient endurance.”
It seems to me that this is a word for people who
have some concept of disillusionment, or an experience of despair, or life in a world of light that suddenly turns to darkness.
Living in the United States, I am becoming conscious of our preoccupation with death. Death in
war; death in mass shootings; death in executions
for capital crimes; death through family abuse; death
of the spirit through inhuman treatment of immigrants, through labor and sex trafficking, through
addictions and consumerism; toxification of the
environment, degradation of the earth itself.
Not one of these issues has a straightforward
solution. As often as not, the solution to one problem only deepens the issues surrounding another
problem. There seems to be no way out. Galvanizing
millions of people to solve local problems and per-
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haps to make a dent
in global challenges
A message from
seems an impossible
Sister Marcia Allen,
task.
president of the
And yet, ChrisSisters of St. Joseph
tians are exhorted to
of Concordia
hope.
To recreate the
world, to make all
things new — that’s the job of the Spirit, the job of
the Spirit working through each of us individually
and all of us together. This is the source of hope.
Hope, like the Spirit, is not a thing; rather, it is a process. Hope is a movement; it is life in motion.
Rather than the new and increasingly popular
devotion, Santa Muerte, which is inspired by a
fascination with death, we Christians hold up the
icon of the resurrected Christ. Life, not death, is our
commitment; life in the local arena with an eye to its
contribution to the global arena.
Life at home — where one’s feet hit the streets,
where one testifies to life in the small ways that
bring comfort, healing, consolation — is the hand
outstretched; the kindness given; the contribution
of food, clothing, shelter; the work of service that
defies ignorance or violence by simple generosity, a
kind word spoken.
Our simple gifts are moisture in a dry season,
light in a dark time.
We’re not promised that we will always quench
our own thirst or have the light we need to make our
way safely, but we are promised that what we do for
others will enable them to enjoy refreshment and
light for their journey.
As Christians we are committed to the everyday practice of saving others. Being a blessing by
refusing toxic thoughts and actions, practicing acts
of gratitude and living abundance: these practices
toward others are everyday salvations and spread
hope like healing balm around us.
This, and all the while listening to the singing
bird in our own heart, is the mystery of the presence
of the risen Christ through the power of the Holy
Spirit. This is the gift of the Christian to the life of the
World!
We Sisters of St. Joseph wish all of you, our
friends, a blessed Easter Season!
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Lessons in generosity

lecciones en generosidad

S

ay the word “generosity” and most
people think in terms of money.
But 20 young people from two
Catholic colleges — Holy Cross in Worchester, Mass., and St. Edward’s in Austin, Texas
— spent their spring break
among the poorest of the
poor in El Paso learning the
real meaning of the word.
“The women we met (at a
homeless shelter) need love
and smiles to brighten their
lives,” said one of the students. “We were able to make
them smile.”
Sister Jean
Rosemarynoski
Through the annual
“Spring Break Alternative”
sponsored by the Sisters of
St. Joseph of Concordia, the students spent
the week learning lessons like that while also
seeing first-hand many of the challenges on the
U.S./Mexico border.
They visited Annunciation House, a shelter
for immigrants waiting for their paperwork or
medical care, attended an immigration hearing and spoke with agents at the Border Patrol
Facility and staff at a Migrant Workers Center
there.
They also pitched in with the spring cleaning at Villa Marie, a shelter for homeless
women.
“They are, as many young people are,
charged with a deep desire to help,” said Sister
Julie Christensen, who accompanied the group.
“They are looking for a place to belong, and
they want to help others have that as well.”
Sister Julie, who lives in Concordia and
heads the congregation’s Youth and Young
Adult Ministry, accompanied the students in El
Paso, while Sister Christine Doman welcomed

IRA rollover deadline
for gifts extended
to December 2013

C

the group to
our Grandview
Convent in El
Paso, where
they stayed for
the week.
Many of the
young people
are majoring in
global studies,
which concentrates on the
differences in
cultures.
Each day they had a
chance to process and
reflect on what they saw
and experienced. Dinner
conversations included
topics such as faith,
culture, the needs of the
times and the meaning
of commitment.
The Grandview house
offers the students “a
place to eat, reflect and
share the blessings and
the challenges, and a
place to go out from well
rested anticipating the
encounters of the day,”
Sister Julie said.
And several students
shared the same sentiment: “Sister Julie and
Sister Christine welcomed us and made us feel at home.”
Such hospitality is another kind of generosity.
It takes that kind of generosity — as well as
the generous support of our donors — to make

ongress has extended the
Individual Retirement Account
rollover provision through December
2013. The IRA rollover provision allows individuals ages 70½ and older
to give direct gifts of up to $100,000
to qualified public charities from

ABOVE: St. Edward’s University staff adviser Margaret Gerry
prepares dessert after supper for
the women who live at El Paso’s
Villa Marie.
AT LEFT: Juan Alejandro “Alex”
Quezada, a student at St. Edward’s University in Austin, Texas,
paints patio furniture at the Villa
Marie shelter.

programs like Spring
Break Alternative possible.
That’s why I wanted
to share the story of
their week in El Paso.
Another bonus
was that the students
learned more about
who sisters are today.
One student even remarked:
“This is the most
contact I’ve had with sisters since I was kicked
out of Catholic school,” she wrote in her evaluation of the experience. “You are wonderful
women and amazing to learn from.”

their IRAs without tax penalty.
The Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia qualifies as a receiving organization, and we have had several donors
use this program. If you would like
more information, please contact us.
Thank you!

For information or if you have questions:
Sister Jean Rosemarynoski
Development Director
785/243-2113, ext. 1225
jrose@csjkansas.org
P.O. Box 279 Concordia KS 66901
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Illinois author
to read April 26

A

Children clamor for books

F

rom Old Saint Nick reading
“Santa’s Little Helper” to a wildlife
specialist reading “Duck! Rabbit!”
and a mechanic reading “Hot Rod Hamster,” the “Leaders” seem to have enjoyed
the special storytelling series at Neighbor
to Neighbor as much as the preschoolers in
the audience.
A $7,000 grant from the Kansas Health
Foundation made “Reading with Leaders” possible, with additional support for
Neighbor to Neighbor coming from generous donors.
The series began in September and
continues through May 3, with a total of 13

storytelling sessions for children ages 3, 4
and 5. About 40 children — with a high of
47 — have attended each session so far.
At the end of each storytime, each child
receives a personalized copy of the book
that was read that day.
The “storytellers” have been people
from throughout the community — firefighters, physicians, retired teachers and
other volunteers.
All the sessions are at Neighbor to
Neighbor, the center at 103 E. Sixth St.,
Concordia.
The final two sessions are April 26 (see
box at right) and May 3.

uthor Terry Needham will
be on hand Friday, April 26,
to read his book “Kitty Claus” in a special “Reading with Leaders.”
Needham, who
lives in Romeoville, Ill., will
be in the area as
part of his book
tour for “When
I Was a Child,”
his historical
memoir about life in western Kansas
in the 1920s and ’30s and the years his
mother and two uncles spent at St. Joseph’s Home, the orphanage run by the
Sisters of St. Joseph in Abilene, Kan.
“Kitty Claus” was illustrated by
Lizzy Dodig, Needham’s 15-year-old
granddaughter.
“Reading with Leaders” is for children 3, 4 and 5 years old, and is free.
To register your child, call Sister Pat
McLennon at 785/262-4215.

Salina women honor sister for Lifetime Achievement

A

Sister of St. Joseph was one of two women
honored earlier this month with the Salina
Women of Achievement’s Lifetime Achievement Award.
The late Sister Evangeline Thomas and photographer Terry Hoyt Evans were honored at a recognition
banquet April 11 at the Salina Country Club. Sisters
Marcia Allen and Bette Moslander accepted the award
on Sister Evangeline’s behalf.
Sister Evangeline, born Mary, moved from Carbondale, Pa., to Concordia to attend high school at Nazareth Academy, where she began to feel drawn to both
the sisterhood and college. She received the habit of
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia and the name of
Sister Mary Evangeline on March 20, 1922.
She began her career teaching in parochial schools,
and spent her summers and one full year at Marymount College earning a degree in English. After graduation, Sister Evangeline continued her education at
Catholic University of America where she completed
her master’s and doctorate degrees in history.
In 1936, she joined the faculty of Marymount College, eventually becoming head of the history department, a position she held for 32 years. She also served
as dean of students for seven years.

She helped found the Salina Youth
Symphony and began the Marymount
College Artists Series. In the process,
she frequently exposed the then-hidden racism in Salina hotels and health
care facilities that refused lodging and
care to people of color.
Sister
She served as a member of the
Evangeline
Board
of Directors of the Kansas
Thomas
Historical Society and then became the
organization’s first woman president, was a member of the Executive Board and vice
president of the American Catholic Historical Society,
served as president of the Kansas History Teachers
Association and became a recognized author.
In 1968, she became the Director of College
Relations and Special Projects, a post to which she
devoted tireless energy for eight years. When Marymount became co-educational, Sister Evangeline set
about developing an athletic department.
In 1976, at the age of 73, Evangeline completed
her full-time duties at Marymount and began updating her book on the eraly history of the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Concordia, “Footprints on the Frontier,”
traveled to Brazil, served on the Federation Commit-

tee of Historians and directed a major national project
for the Leadership Conference of Women Religious.
In 1983, she published “Women Religious History Sources: A Guide To Repositories In The United
States,” winning recognition and acclaim from religious and secular universities across the country.
Sister Evangeline continued working and advocating until her death in December 1990.
Terry Evans has been widely acclaimed for her images of the Midwest throughout her 41-year career as
a photographer. A gradute of the University of Kansas
who lived in Salina for 26 years, the Chicago artist
captures the strong relationship between people
living on the North American prairies and the landscapes they inhabit.
Terry has exhibited widely including one-person
shows at the Chicago Art Institute, the Smithsonian
National Museum of Natural History and The Field
Museum of Natural History.
Her work is in major museum collections including
the Chicago Art Institute, Museum of Modern Art, N.Y.,
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Smithsonian
American Art Museum, Whitney Museum of American Art, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Museum of Contemporary Photography, and many other collections.

Sisters bring Irish spirit to spring event

W

event, according to Sister Jean
ith a leprechaun
Rosemarynoski, development
flitting from
director for the congregation.
table to table
This year a new feature
and sisters, staff
was a small silent auction of
and volunteers decked out in
several special donated items.
every shade of green possible,
But the big attraction was
the Nazareth Motherhouse
the drawing of five prizes
fundraising dinner March 17
definitely captured the St. Patthat had been donated to the
Sisters of St. Joseph for the
rick’s Day spirit — even if the
event.
menu was spaghetti and garlic
Other popular features of
bread, followed by spumoni
ice cream.
the fundraiser were the bake
sale of items homemade by
Lois Lervold, who works
Sisters of St. Joseph, a “cookie
in the Sisters of St. Joseph
decorating” station and the
Neighborhood Initiatives
Twins Ayla, left, and Misty Collins of Concordia show off their cookie decorating skills at a new activity added to this year’s annual Motherhouse Spaghetti
“grab bag” of wrapped mysoffice, played the role of the
leprechaun-waiter. But all the Dinner March 17. In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, kids (of all ages) had a chance tery gifts available for $1 or
to decorate shamrock cookies with green frosting and colored sprinkles.
$2 each.
sisters, agrégée candidates,
TOP PHOTO: Admist the crowd in the Motherhouse Auditorium for the March
Many guests also took part
CSJ Associates, numerous
17 event, leprechaun Lois Lervold makes sure everyone has water while Sister in the free guided tours of the
other volunteers and MothVirginia Pearl, standing at right, chats with one of the diners.
erhouse staff joined in the
Motherhouse — including
for the first time the newly
wearin’ of the green.
renovated living area on the fourth floor now known as
All told, 500 dinners were served during the event,
the Nazareth Center. See story on Page 6.
which raised $10,753 — both records for the annual

And the winners are...

Winners in the prize drawing, and the item each
person won, were:
►Virginia Flax of WaKeeny, Kan., a 1,000-watt
portable generator
►Frank and Patricia O’Brien of Kinsley, Kan., a
three-piece bistro set
►Brad Snyder of Concordia, a quilt handmade
by Sister Betty Suther
►Betty Salzman of Salina, a $200 Amazon gift
card
►Allen Cross of Wichita, $700 cash
The winning bidders in the silent auction, along with
the items they bought, were:
►Marilyn Douglass of Concordia, a collection of
Peanuts figurines
►Carol Arts of Concordia, three-piece luggage set
►Michelle Metro of Concordia, a seasonal
picture and a picnic basket backpack
►Jane Wahlmeier of Concordia, a “Stock Pot”
kitchen basket
►Brandy Cyre of Concordia, a Rachel Ray
kitchen basket
►Isaac Morris of Concordia, a homemade
chocolate amaretto cake
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From Concordia, Kan.,
to Teresina, Brazil,

hat began nearly two and a half years ago as a
journey of innovative thinking and deep congregational reflection, followed by the master
craftsmanship of lay employees, has led to a
new program called “Journey at Nazareth,”
housed in the beautifully renovated fourth floor of the
Nazareth Motherhouse in Concordia.
The physical part of the new program is what is now
called Nazareth Center, occupying the east end of the Motherhouse’s fourth floor. While there are updated features
— including air conditioning throughout and a new kitchen
and laundry facilities — the work focused on preserving
the original architecture and beauty of the 1902 structure.
That included redesigning the space around what is
called the Rose Window, a 15-foot diameter stained-glass
masterpiece that had long been obscured.
It also included bringing in other special features that
hold historic meaning for the Sisters of St. Joseph — a
stone statue of St. Joseph that had graced the lobby of the
sisters’ hospital in Concordia, a chandelier from the dining
room at Marymount College and stained-glass windows
from the sacristy of the original St. John’s Hospital in Salina.
“These were pieces that weren’t being appreciated any
more,” said Motherhouse administrator Greg Gallagher.
“We wanted to bring them home.”
And it’s a home they will share with lay women who
join the Journey at Nazareth, living among the Sisters of
St. Joseph for a month up to a year, explained Sister Anna
Marie Broxterman.
“We were aware of the beautiful and secure environment for living that is ours at Nazareth Motherhouse and
we wanted to find ways to share it,” she said. “It is a prayerful, supportive community where a woman can work on
personal goals — spiritual growth, journaling, art, group

discussions, or
just having time for
herself.”
The program’s name
reflects all of that, Sister Anna
Marie added:
“Journey as a noun means an act of traveling from one
place to another; as a verb, it means that process. So the
time spent at Nazareth offers the opportunity for a spiritual and perhaps psychological transformation.”

LEFT, TOP: Maintenance workers Keith Sells, on ladder, and Curtis Mansfield
install a stained-glass window in the newly created small chapel on the east end of
the Motherhouse’s fourth floor. Other lay employees responsible for the renovation
project were Gene Ganstrom, Renn Allsman, Brad Snyder and Jim Helton, with
assistance from Bob Kearn and Zach Balthazor.

LEFT, BOTTOM: The renovated kitchen in the Nazareth Center features a dining
island and all new appliances and an adjacent laundry room.

More about taking the Journey

 Open to women of all faiths and ages
 Program fee of $1,500 per month covers use of Motherhouse facilities,
events and activities, weekly spiritual seminar and meals
 Facilities include cable TV, wireless internet access, chapel (with Mass
five days a week), library, private bedrooms and onsite indoor heated pool
To learn more, contact Sister Anna Marie Broxterman
785/243-2149 annacsj@csjkansas.org

AT RIGHT: The sunlit living room provides a comfortable place to gather for casual
conversation, small group meetings or peaceful solitude.

our sisters are still
answering the call

W

hen Pope John XXIII asked religious communities throughout the United States
to go to Central and South America to
establish missions, the Sisters of St. Joseph
answered the call.
Four women left Concordia in February 1963 and by
that June had established the first “house” in Teresina,
The four original pioneers to Brazil pose with their indispensible International Scout at the
Nazareth Motherhouse in Concordia in February 1963. They are, from left, Sister Rose Dominic
in the state of Piauí, Brazil. The “Casa das Irmãs de Saõ
(Patricia) Vaughan, Sister Jonella (Patricia) Neihouse, Sister Mary St. David (Nora Ellen) Stenger
José” was dedicated June 30, 1963.
and Sister Margaret Therese Boucher.
There have been five popes since then, but one of
those four women — Sister Pat Neihouse — remains in
Sister Pat Neihouse, inset, continues to live and serve in Teresina, Brazil. Both Patricia Vaughan
Teresina, where she has served among the poorest of the and Nora Stenger left the Sisters of St. Joseph, and today they still live in Brazil — Patricia in the
city of Fortaleza and Nora in Teresina. Both are expected to attend the 50th anniversary celebrapoor since arriving 50 years ago.
tion. Sister Margaret Therese, who was known in Brazil as Margarida, died in Concordia in 2005.
Over the years Sister Pat — or Irmã Patricia as she is
more often called — has been joined by other American
sisters. Sister Donna Otter, who went to Teresina in 1965, is still serving there.
17 sisters, two postulants and two aspirants. And while their base conJust as significantly, Sisters Pat and Donna have been joined by Braziltinues to be Teresina, still in the St. Joseph the Worker Parish, they have
ian-born women who felt called to religious life.
houses in three other locations as well and have served in countless other
In February 1966, eight young women came to the community as aspitowns and villages in the Brazilian states of Piauí, Pará and Maranhão.
rants. A year later all eight became postulants and in early 1968 became
In 1977, after 14 years serving the dear neighbor in Teresina, Sister
novices.
Margarida returned to Concordia — and you could hear both humility and
Meanwhile, the little band of sisters expanded their work in social service,
pride when she said, “The mission in Brazil was like my child.”
religious education and health care in Teresina’s St. Joseph the Worker Parish.
The sisters today echo that same humility and pride as we celebrate the
As the fledgling community grew, so did its need for financial support
50th birthday of that “child” —
from the United States — despite the fact that the Sisters of St. Joseph were
 conceived from a call made by Pope John XXIII,
essentially penniless in the mid-1960s.
 born from the determination of Mother Helena Robben and a reliIn the fall of 1966, Sister Christella Buser — then Mission Coordinator for gious community that saw themselves as contemplatives in action,
the congregation — organized a massive two-day “Benefit Bazaar” that drew
 nurtured by the pioneering and fearless women who went to Terefriends, family and supporters to the Motherhouse. They played bingo and
sina and immediately reached out to the people they met
all sorts of games of chance, had pony rides, ate hamburgers and sno-cones,
 and nourished and sustained by a half-century of support, love and
purchased hundreds of “fancywork” items handcrafted by the sisters and bid prayers radiating from the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, Kan.
on antiques scavenged from throughout the Motherhouse. The two-day tally
was $21,686 — which would be more than $154,000 today.
In mid-June sisters from Concordia will travel to Teresina to join in the 50th anniversary celebration
The first Brazilian-born novices professed temporary vows in February
of our mission there. Be sure to check www.csjkansas.org for photos and news from that event.
1969, and the little community has continued to grow. Today it numbers
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