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International meeting emphasizes diversity & common work

D

ear Friends and Family,
ment, courage, complexity and completeThis past May, I had the
ness. Through many charisms according to
privilege of attending a meetmany traditions in many cultures, we offer
ing of the International Union of Superiors
ourselves for the healing and wholeness of
General in Rome. As president of our Compeople and the earth everywhere. To be a
munity of St. Joseph of Concordia, I am a
part of this is a heady experience, indeed.
member of this international organization,
Our conversations centered around the
which was called into existence as early as
mystery of exercising authority in very
1950 by Pope Pius XII. The Union meets evcomplex communities of women working
ery three years to talk over the worldwide
and living in very complex situations toreality of women religious.
day. Our contemporary world is filled with
A message from
Leaders of women’s congregations came
more ambiguity than certainty.
Sister Marcia Allen
from China, South and North America,
Our members face a multitude of pastoEurope, India, Eastern Europe, Iraq, Africa
ral questions daily with all the perplexity,
president of the
Sisters of St. Joseph
and East Asia. We spoke dozens of landiversity, confusion and compassion one
of Concordia
guages and wore every kind of “habit” one
can imagine. A milieu of grief, hope, anxican imagine.
ety and tiny triumphs are home to all of us.
With all our diversity the 800 of us were united in
We find that our chief work begins to be that of
one way: our complete commitment to God through
accompaniment — companionship. People can only
a total gift of self to the welfare of God’s world — the
make their own decisions, take charge of their own
whole of it.
lives, but we can walk beside them, hold them, someAs active apostolic women religious we work
times carry them while they make their way.
directly for and within the Church structures as well
Most often we realize that we make our way at the
as in the name of the Church in many different venues. same time — stumbling, exploring, anxious — while
We are everywhere. I had the impression that we
finding together one fundamental thing: that purpose
cover the globe with a veil of compassion, commitfor which we exist.
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In our case as Sisters of St. Joseph, that one purpose is that all persons might in some small way come
to understand new or more deeply their union with
God. The concept of God might be foreign to them but
the God presence in the form of healing and wholeness, kindness and generosity, loving and accepting
without bias are not. Creating an environment of
tolerance and welcome is what we are about.
According to our original purpose given to us by
our founder, the French Jesuit Jean-Pierre Medaille,
our model is St. Joseph.
Medaille called Joseph cordial: the cordial Joseph.
A cordial in the 17th-century was a tonic for the heart,
which a physician administered when the heart needed a stimulant, when it needed bracing or animation.
Our charism then, our unique gift to and for the
Church, is to be healing agents. This is the authority
we have and our single obedience. It is a single-hearted pursuit, activated by our encounters with others.
One of our founder’s wise directions to us was to
always be fully and seriously attentive to others. In
this way we open ourselves not only to others but also
to the influence of the Holy Spirit — our true leader
and the authority in all our encounters.
A couple of weeks after the Union meeting in Rome
concluded, Pope Francis gave a homily in which he
called all of us to create a “culture of encounter.” We
are to invest ourselves in the true meeting of persons
in order to create an environment of healing and
wholeness. We do this in our special work of creating
a culture of nonviolence.
It seems to me that both the culture of encounter
and the culture of nonviolence walk hand in hand
wherever we humans create a wholesome world in
which all are welcome without fear of prejudice.
That describes our local work. And in the tradition of active apostolic religious life in the Church
as a whole, that is our global work as well. All of us
are united in that common work of our world-loving
God. All of us together can be counted on to lend all
our intelligence, creativity and dedication to keep on
improving how this work can be done.
It was a great personal consolation to me to realize
that we belong to a vast network who together live
and work that all may be whole and healed. I offer this
hope and consolation to all those who work for that
same purpose.
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New program offers a hand by bringing people together

T

here’s a young woman in Concordia who started out in life with a lot of strikes against her.
As a child, Kathy – not her real name — was
bounced from foster home to foster home.
In her teens she found drugs and alcohol, and those
helped ease some of the pain. By the
time she was a young adult, that had
led to a full-blown addiction and a
record of criminal charges.
But she knew that wasn’t the life
she wanted to live. She was trying to
get clean and sober, get a job and do
the right thing.

Then someone referred her to
Sister Jean
Rosemarynoski Hands Across Our Community, the
newest ministry of the Sisters of
Development
Director
St. Joseph, which helps people in
Concordia who want to move out
of poverty and fulfill their own
dreams. The program pairs participants with “community coaches” or mentors who are willing to help
them set goals and reach them by taking one step at
a time.

Kathy attended all of the 13 classes, except for the
week she gave birth to her second child. In class she

program, she and the others will continue to meet
with their mentors monthly for the next year. Those
meetings will be a time to keep focused on achieving
their personal goals and to share victories and sort
out any obstacles they have encountered. She will
also continue to meet individually with her mentor,
so they can continue to build a relationship of trust
and encouragement.

diligently took notes, asked questions and figured
out how to apply the information to her life.

When it was time to share her personal goals
with the group during the last class, she shared how
overwhelmed she was to realize that people cared
about her. She had gotten a job and her new goal was
to try some classes at the community college so that
she might be able to find better paying work. And,
she told the group, she felt good enough about herself now that she wants to lose weight. For the first
time in her life she had dreams and hope.
During the second phase of the Hands Across

Check out options for monthly giving
M

any of our donors like the convenience
of monthly donations — and we very
much appreciate that kind of regular support!
There are three options available for easy
monthly giving.

1.

One is that we can send you 12 self-addressed remittance envelopes each year
so that you have one for each month. The envelopes have options you can check designating
where you wish your donation to be used.

2.

The second option is through preauthorized payments (automatic bank
withdrawal). We send you a bank form to fill
out authorizing automatic payments. Once that
is processed by our bank, your account will au-

tomatically
send a
donation
to us
on the
date
you
specify on a regular basis.

3.

The third is through an automatic payment you set up with your bank, much
like you’d set up a monthly mortgage payment
or other regular withdrawal.
We’re happy to visit with you about any of
these options.

The other men and women who participated in
Hands Across have stories just as heart-warming
and impressive. And a new group started their 13week session early in July.

This program takes lots of people working together — participants, mentors, those who write the
curriculum, speakers, child care providers, the director (a full-time volunteer!), plus people who provide
and prepare food so participants and mentors can
share a meal together each week of the classes, and
— of course — donors who support the program
because they believe in the difference it can make in
the lives of people like Kathy.
So when Kathy talks about how overwhelmed she
was to realize people cared, she’s including you, our
donors, in that group. Her victory is also your victory. Thank you!

Bequests & memorials
are always special gifts

W

e are always humbled and grateful when
someone names us in his or her will or
requests that memorial donations be made to us. We
consider it a great honor to be remembered in this way.
Our legal name and contact information is:
Nazareth Convent and Academy Corp.
P.O. Box 279
Concordia KS 66901
Phone 785/243-2149
For most lawyers and other professionals working
with people who are drawing up wills, that’s all the
information they need.
If you or your representative have other questions
or need more information, Sister Jean Rosemarynoski
is always available to help.
You can reach her at 785/243-2113, ext. 1225, or
at jrose@csjkansas.org.
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In Portuguese

AT RIGHT: Sister Patricia
Neihouse, left, gets a hug from
CSJ Associate Maria do Carmelo
Gomes de Carvalho at the end of
a presentation honoring her
Thursday, June 27, at St.
Joseph the Worker Church
in Teresina. In the background are other
associates, each holding
a yellow rose for Sister Patricia,
who was one of the original four
Sisters of St. Joseph who went to Teresina
and who has served there for 50 years.

Friends, family and
parishioners pack the
open-air conference room
at the sisters’ Regional House
in Teresina for a dinner as part
of the jubilee celebration.
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and in English

Snapshots of our 50th anniversary 		

TOP LEFT: Sister Pat Eichner, center, who became
the official photographer for the Brazilian visit, poses
with Sister Lúcia Lima, left, and Sister Alexsandra da
Silva during her first full day in Teresina.
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P

    hotographers often say that
snapshots are not really intended to
show others what an event or location
was like; rather, they allow you to
remember what they were like.
And the five Sisters of St. Joseph who traveled
to Teresina to be a part of the celebration of the
50th anniversary of our mission in Brazil will
long remember the powerful 10-day experience.
The members of the American contingent
were Sister Marcia Allen, president of the Sisters
of St. Joseph; Sisters Anna Marie Broxterman
and Therese Blecha, both of Concordia; Sister
Rosemary Farrell of Silver City, N.M.; and Sister
Pat Eichner of Greeley, Neb.
Also traveling with the group were Geraldine
Ella Parker of Salina (Sister Patricia Neihouse’s
sister), Elizabeth Ann Wheeler of Salina and
Karen Doreen Billinger of Glendale, Ariz. (both
nieces of Sister Patricia, who was one of the four
original sisters who went to Teresina in 1963
and who has continued to serve there for half a
century.)

Sisters Therese
Blecha, left, and Anna
Marie Broxterman are
attentive listeners during the Mass on Saturday, June 29, that
closes the yearlong
celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the
Brazil Mission of the
Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia.

celebration in Teresina, Brazil

The group arrived — after a 26-hour trip
involving several flights and extended layovers
— on Friday, June 21. After a weekend of rest
and getting reacquainted with each other, the
important business of celebrations began!
Share with us, then, these “snapshots” of our
rejoicing together:
SNAPSHOT, Tuesday evening, June 25: “We
began our three-day preparation for the 50th
Jubilee Celebration. A youth group from Parque
Mão Santa presented a skit and then a senior
citizens group performed several dances for us.
Afterwards everyone was invited to join in on
the dancing.”

ABOVE: This bright yellow banner was carried forward
in two pieces in the procession to begin the Mass on
June 29, and then joined together in front of the altar,
symbolizing the two halves of the sisters’ community
— in the United States and Brazil. The Portuguese on
the banner reads “50 Years: Sisters of St. Joseph of
Concordia in Brazil, 1963-2013.”

SNAPSHOT, Wednesday evening, June 26:
“We continued our three-day celebration, which
opened with a prayer centered around the Gospel of the Vine and the Branches. We began by
blessing one another with oil and then a small
tree was carried in and we were given a name of

As part of the special evening Mass and celebration
June 27, the Teresina Philharmonic Orchestra and
Chorus performed.

See BRAZIL, page 10.

The Most Rev. Jacinto Furtado de Brito Sobrinho,
archbishop of Teresina, celebrated the closing Mass at St.
Joseph the Worker Church June 29.

Sisters Donna Otter,
right, and Marcia Allen
give the closing blessing
during the June 29 Mass. Sister
Donna — who is called Irmã Francisca
in Brazil — has served there since 1965.

On Tuesday evening, June 25, Brazilian CSJ Associates from Vila Operária
and Parque Mão Santa in Teresina organized an evening of fun and food,
including a troupe of folk dancers to entertain the American visitors.

Photos by Sister Pat Eichner

Donna Reynolds ►

STAFF

Sister Beverly Carlin ►

▼Maggie Zody, director

▼Ciara Malone, director
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Sister Rosemary Foreman ►
▼Sister Missy Ljungdahl

Sister Therese Blecha ►
▼Sister Julie Christensen
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Sister Polly Kukula ►
▼Sister Anna Marie Broxterman

Saints in the Making
discover camp

►

Emily
Martin

►
Hagan
Benne

►
Hannah
Kindel

►
Hannah
Dibbell
Anna
Zey
▼

▲ Kate Brull
Karlee Wahlmeier ►
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Micayla Pachta ►

		

Kasey DeDonder ►
▼Hannah Michaud

▼Sarahbeth Moore
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Katelyn Hutley ►

Jennifer Kirkman ►

▼Kate Schieferecke

▼Paige Simpson

Heather Alden ►
▼Laura Krug

◄

Nichole
Smith

2013

CAMPERS
◄
Avin
Inlow
Harley
Pelfry
▼

M

Knights of Columbus, who
ore than
donated the hamburgers and
30 junior
hot dogs and then handled
high-age
the grilling duties.
girls came to
Most of the counselors
the Nazareth Motherhouse
had previously been campers,
from across Kansas at the
and both of this year’s camp
end of May for the annual
directors — Ciara Malone of
slumber party/spiritual
Lawrence, Kan., and Magretreat known as Discover
gie Zody of Ellis — had been
Camp.
to Discover Camp before as
With the help of 11
counselors.
high school- and collegeThe theme of this year’s
age counselors, two camp
camp was “Saints in the Makdirectors, eight camp staff
ing,” with play, prayer and
members and countless
discussions throughout the
other volunteers, the 32
camp focused on that idea.
girls spent three days and
Campers’ families were
two nights with the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Concordia.
invited to a special Mass
Saturday afternoon in the
The young campers and
Sacred Heart Chapel at the
counselors spread their
Motherhouse, followed by an
sleeping bags throughout
With water balloons come screaming and giggling Friday evening as the Discover Campers — including, at left,
the open space on the fifth
ice cream social hosted by
Sammi Wahlmeier of Greeley, Colo. — try to throw them back and forth without breaking them.
the Sisters of St. Joseph.
floor of the historic MothOne special shared activity Friday evening
The sisters have hosted
erhouse, but shared meals,
was a cookout on the Motherhouse grounds.
Discover Camp for girls entering the sixth-,
prayer and many other activities with the
The meal is made possible by the local
sisters who live here.
seventh- and eighth-grades for more than a

▲ Anna Pachta
Victoria Rucker ►

▲ Sammi Wahlmeier
Anthonella Arthur ►

▲ Trinity Price
Kennedy Chrisco ►

▲ Megan Anguiano
Callie Burr ►

◄
Katie
Zey
Anna
Ivey
▼

◄
Kaetlyn
Newell
Nina
Zielke
▼

ABOVE: Sisters Therese Blecha, right, and Missy Ljungdahl, left, help get
the food ready for the Friday evening cookout on the Motherhouse grounds.
LEFT, TOP: As Motherhouse receptionist Sherri Krause, left, offers advice
on a crafts project to camper Anna Pachta of Belleville, big sister (and camp
counselor) Micayla Pachta leans in for a kiss of encouragement.
LEFT, BOTTOM: Sister Beverly Carlin, right, vocation director for the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Concordia, introduces the 2013 Discover Camp directors,
Ciara Malone, left, and Maggie Zody.

For more, check out our YouTube vi deo
http://www.csjkansas.org/2013-discover-camp/

Katie Stoeber ▲
◄ Abby Elliott

Joy Tompkins ▲
◄ Maddie Blochlinger

Christina Price ▲
◄ Emma Wahlmeier

Catherine Marak ▲
◄ Malari L’Ecuyer

◄
Lenae
Gillis

at

Emma Pope ▲
◄ Marissa Price

