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Every month, more than 100 requests are posted on the simple
“prayer board” outside the chapel at the Nazareth Motherhouse
— and praying for the people who have made those requests is an
important and powerful ministry.
Read more on pages 8 & 9.
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A lesson from Luke

Being present through prayer

T

“T

he story of Anna, the elderly
their hearts. And these realities
prophetess in the Temple at
deepen in prayer.
here was also a prophetess,
the time Mary and Joseph
There is a special place in our
Anna... She was advanced in
presented the child Jesus, is
Nazareth Motherhouse in Conyears, having lived seven years
a short one, but it is to the point. Anna
cordia, where needs for prayer
was an old woman and she was praying.
with her husband after her mar- are posted. The prayer board
In fact, she had been praying there in the
is a symbol that day after day
riage, and then as a widow until she was eightyTemple for decades!
and week after week, the prayer
four. She never left the temple, but worshiped
In his homily for the Feast of the
goes on. Nothing overlooked;
Presentation of Jesus, Father Jim Hoover,
nothing left out. See pages 8 & 9
night and day with fasting and prayer. And comour Motherhouse chaplain, raised up
for more on the prayer board.
ing forward at that very time, she gave thanks to
A message from
Anna as a mirror of the sisters who
The sisters at the MotherGod and spoke about the child to all who were
live at the Motherhouse. They, too, are
house
and at Mount Joseph
Sister Marcia Allen
awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.”
elderly women who have dedicated the
Senior Village, a residence for
president of the
remainder of their lives to praying. And,
those who need 24-hour care,
					— Luke 2:36-38
Sisters of St. Joseph
sometimes this purposeful stay in prayer
live out a ministry in which
of Concordia
lasts for decades.
prayer for the needs of the
After a life given over to serving others
world are critical.
value of the Jewish people of the time who were sufin an active ministry — a strenuous dedication to the
These
sisters
—
formed
early by an apostolic
fering under Roman domination.
following of Christ — the sisters at the Motherhouse
vocation
entirely
committed
to the wholesome life of
Our congregation’s Constitution calls for personal
live in prayer.
others
—
give
themselves
over
to the work of being
prayer in which we allow the light of the Gospel to
They had been praying before their move to the
present to the world through prayer.
penetrate our lives so we can grow in a “deep perMotherhouse, of course, but now their prayer is
The sisters maintain a watchful presence, awake
sonal involvement with the human realities of today.”
entirely free of the constraints of active ministry. Now
to what’s critical in our world. Nothing is too “secuWhile all Sisters of St. Joseph pray to live in the
their life for others takes a different tack.
lar” to enter their open hearts.
light of the Gospel in order to better understand and
Anna, says the Scripture, was an unbroken presThat’s the thing about Sisters of St. Joseph. Our
participate in human realities of today, those among
ence in the Temple, serving God night and day with
vocation
is to “fall in love with the world!” This world
us who “retire from active ministry,” as we say, actufasting and prayer. At seeing Jesus she began to praise ally just move into a different mode of involvement
is the one that God has created — both planet and
God. Then she spoke of Jesus to those who looked
people — and all of us creatures need healing and
in today’s realities. The joys and hopes, the grief
forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem, a deeply held and anxieties of the people of this age are deep in
wholeness.
This vocation is lived out through contemplation and action. It is expressed in myriad ways, all of
which manifest the presence of God.
For those able to work, our founder said to do “any
of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, Kansas
work of which a woman is capable.” For those who
can no longer be as active as they would like, their
Mailing Label Update
work is continual prayer for the world they love.
Please make the correction on this form and return to:
As one of the sisters said about the prayer board,
The Messenger, P.O. Box 279, Concordia KS 66901
The official quarterly newspaper of the
“It’s our way of staying in touch with the world. It
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia
comes to us in these prayer requests.”
These sisters have always found God in all things
Publisher: Marcia Allen, CSJ, president
Attach old mailing label here
— in the works they did and the people they met
Editor: Sarah Jenkins
and print the corrected information below.
along the way.
sjenkins@csjkansas.org
Now they find God in what comes to them in
prayer
requests. Thus, contemplating the world in
P.O. Box 279, Concordia KS 66901
this
way,
they contemplate God who is continually
785/243-2113, Ext. 1217
creating and healing toward wholeness in the world.
NAME
These so-called retired sisters are still working on
http://www.csjkansas.org
behalf of our world. They continue to participate in
facebook.com/CSJKansas
ADDRESS
the evolving wholeness and holiness of creation —
through their prayer.
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Planned Giving

Making an investment in the future

T

he Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia began our outreach in 1883,
and we have continued to reach
out to people of all ages and walks of life.
Our ministry has expanded through the
years to include diverse
and changing works to
accommodate the needs of
the people, the signs of the
times and the mission of
the church.
Today, canonically
vowed sisters work
alongside agrégée sisters,
sister jean
associates and volunteers
rosemarynoski
to bring our mission of
Development Director
“loving God and neighbor
without distinction” wherever it is needed.
You can help ensure the continuance of
those 130-plus years of caring and dedication by making a gift to the Sisters of St.
Joseph through one of our Planned Giving
programs. Planned Gifts offer the donor an
opportunity to make a significant commitment of funds over a long-term period.
You will also be able to realize the
benefits of your gifts during your lifetime.
Income from Planned Gifts is an investment
in the future of the Sisters of St. Joseph and
in the future of our works and ministries.
Planned Giving income also helps defray
the cost of providing for retired sisters.
The Sisters of St. Joseph — under our
legal name, Nazareth Convent and Academy
Corp. — offer a wide variety of Planned Giv-

For information
on wills, bequests

ing opportunities.
To help determine
the approach
that best
suits your
objectives,
we’ve gathered the
information
you’ll need in
a new booklet
we’re pleased
to provide to
you or your
estate planner
or tax advisers.
(And please note:
Those planners will
need our tax identification number, which
is listed with our legal
name: Nazareth Convent
and Academy Corp. The
Sisters of St. Joseph of
Concordia and NCAC are
one and the same.)
If you’d like a booklet or if
you want to discuss Planned
Giving options, please let me
know.
And thank you in advance
for considering the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Concordia
(Nazareth Convent and Acaddemy Corp.) in your estate
planning!

M

Monthly giving may be an easy option

M

any of our donors like the convenience of monthly donations —
and we very much appreciate that kind
of regular support!
These are three options for easy
monthly giving:

1.

We can send you 12 self-addressed remittance envelopes
each year so that you have one for each

month. The envelopes have options you
can check designating where you wish
your donation to be used.

2.

A second option is through preauthorized payments (automatic
bank withdrawal). We send you a bank
form to fill out authorizing automatic
payments. Once that is processed by
our bank, your account will automati-

any people have requested
information on wills.
Our new “Creating a Legacy” booklet explains that wills can specify that
the remainder of your estate go to the
Sisters of St. Joseph after family and
friends have been taken care of. Or they
may specify the sisters receive a predetermined fixed gift, be it cash, securities, property or other valuables.
If you have already executed your
last will and testament, you can easily
amend it through a simple legal device
known as a “codicil,” which allows you
to make changes at any time without
needing to “rewrite” your entire will.
A few popular ways to make a
charitable bequest are:
 Percentage (giving a set percentage of your estate to the sisters),
 Dollar amount (stating that the
congregation will receive a specified
dollar amount), and
 Residue (giving whatever is left
after all other bequests).
Estate planning professionals will
need our tax identification number,
which is listed under our legal
name: Nazareth Convent and Academy
Corp. It is important to note that NCAC
and the Sisters of St. Joseph are the
same entity.

cally send a donation to us on the date
you specify on a regular basis.

3.

A third is through an automatic
payment you set up with your
bank, much like you’d set up a monthly
mortgage payment or other regular
withdrawal.
Give us a call! We’re happy to visit
with you about any of these.

For information
or if you have
questions:
Sister Jean
Rosemarynoski
785/243-2113, ext. 1225
jrose@csjkansas.org
P.O. Box 279
Concordia KS 66901
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88 years in Silver City, N.M.

Dinner
with the Sisters
A

record crowd turned out for the annual
Spaghetti Dinner Sunday, March 16, at the
Nazareth Motherhouse.
A total of 570 dinners were served during the event, the biggest fundraiser of the year for the
Sisters of St. Joseph. The day’s activities raised $10,400
to support the sisters’ ministries.
About 500 guests were served at last year’s dinner.
With live music, building tours, a bake sale and silent
auction packing the event’s agenda, a big attraction was
the drawing for seven prizes that had all been donated
to benefit the sisters.
Those prizes, and the winners of each, were:
 Donnie Tate, Concordia, signed K-State basketball
 Mary Smith, Larned Kan., signed K-State football
 JoDee Rothfuss, Concordia, Keurig coffee machine
 Rod and Sue Hine, Concordia, Charbroil gas grill
 Darrell Wood, Lewis Kan., $250 cash
 Megan Nulf, Bartlesville Okla., $350 cash
 Irene Brown, Concordia, $500 cash
There were more than a dozen items in the silent
auction, plus about two dozen Easter baskets for sale
and scores of treats available in the bake sale. A grab
bag with items for $1, $2 and $3 was also popular.
One new benefit for guests this year was the new
parking lot and auditorium entrance on the east side of
the Motherhouse. The construction project got under
way last summer, and this was the first public event at
which it was available.
The new east entrance is handicap-accessible and allows guests to come directly to the auditorium without
having to pass through other parts of the building.
Sisters from as far away as Georgia came to Concordia to help with the dinner. Plus, more than 60 volunteers from throughout the area donated their time and
energy.
The sisters’ Development Office (Sister Jean Rosemarynoski, Holly Brown and Amanda Jeardoe) organized the fundraiser and Sister Loretta Jasper coordinated the day’s volunteer work force.
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This undated panorama photograph shows the Sisters of St. Joseph’s property in Silver City, N.M. — with St. Mary’s Chapel at center-left, the Mission-style Joseph House next to it and Marian Hall on the right.

Letting go... and still serving

TOP PHOTO: Sister Loretta Jasper
checks in with three young volunteers
recruited to help serve the annual
Spaghetti Dinner at the Nazareth Motherhouse March 16.
ABOVE, LEFT: The annual event gives
guests a chance to reconnect with
some of their favorite sisters — and
Dr. Greg Hattan took that opportunity,
laughing with Sister Agnes Bernita
Green.
ABOVE, RIGHT: Amid the bustle of the
annual Spaghetti Dinner, Sister Jean
Rosemarynoski, left, and Holly Brown
check their notes for the fundraising
event. Sister Jean is the development
director for the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia, and Holly Brown is the
assistant director.
AT LEFT: Terri Headrick, right, serves
up one of the record 570 dinners
March 16.

S

ILVER CITY, N.M. — An
Anglican congregation that
has been worshipping in St.
Mary’s Chapel for the past
several months has now purchased
the building and its surrounding
property from the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia.
The Anglican Church of the Holy
Trinity announced March 6 that it
bought the 3.7 acres at 1801-1813
Alabama St., which includes St. Mary’s
Spiritual Center and two other buildings. The property had been listed for
sale for several years.
This will be the first permanent
home for Holy Trinity, which was
founded in 2008 and previously met
at the old Presbyterian Church in
downtown Silver City. Since May 2013,
the Holy Trinity congregation has
been holding its Sunday services in
the St. Mary’s Chapel.
And while Holy Trinity is a relatively new church, St. Mary’s is a part of
a Catholic heritage in Silver City that
stretches back more than 130 years.
The Sisters of Mercy had come to
Silver City in 1881 at the invitation of
the local priest to start a school, which
by 1915 had more than 100 students.
But they wanted to withdraw from that
mission and return to Tucson, Ariz.
When seven Sisters of St. Joseph of
Tipton, Ind., and their superior, Sister
Mary Magdalen Thomas, arrived in

mid-1915, the Mercy
Sisters turned over
Our Lady of Lourdes
Academy to them. Sister
Magdalen and her small
band had also opened
and continued to operate St. Joseph’s Hospital
and Sanatorium for
tuberculosis patients.
On Aug. 26, 1915,
they incorporated as the
Sisters of St. Joseph of
Silver City.
According to “Built
to Last, An Architectural History of Silver
City, N.M.,” “Mother
Magdalen operated the
Sister Rosemary Farrell, foreground, and Sister Rita Plante, pictured
sanatorium for three
here singing during a ceremony welcoming CSJ Associates in late 2011,
years while teaching
continue to live and serve in Silver City.
school at the Academy,
until financial hardships
skirts of town” at what is now 1801 N.
determined that the sanatorium be
Alabama St. That fall they opened St.
sold.”
Mary Magdalen’s Academy, a boarding
At the same time, the sisters sold
school for girls.
the old Lourdes Academy building,
Also in 1918, Monsignor William
which had been built in downtown Sil- Wright purchased the neighboring
ver City in 1883, to the Grant County
Rufus Jackson mansion at 1813 N. AlaCharity Hospital Society and it became bama St. and donated it to the Sisters
the new home of the Ladies Hospital.
of St. Joseph to serve as a dormitory
Early in 1918, according to “Built
for the boarding students. The Jackson
to Last,” “The sisters bought the 10home — the largest private residence
room Mission-style adobe home that
in Silver City when it was built in 1910
the late Aubrey F. Lee had constructed — was renamed Marian Hall. The
in 1906 on the northwestern outpurchases of both homes included

large parcels of land stretching to the
west from Alabama Street.
Monsignor Wright then had what is
today called the “Joseph House” built
between the two older homes. The
much-smaller building was designed
in 1918 by architect H.S. Gilbert to
complement the Mission-style Lee
house next door.
Throughout their first 10 years, the
Silver City sisters encountered hardships and difficulties in many forms —
including the 1922 fire that destroyed
their main building, the former Lee
house. On its site, the sisters rebuilt
their convent, school and chapel, but
they faced continual financial challenges and their numbers never grew
beyond a high of 21 sisters in 1923.
By 1925, Sister Magdalen realized
that the only way to save the little
band in Silver City was to affiliate with
some other community of Sisters of
St. Joseph. So she wrote to the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Concordia, which was
by then a well established and much
larger community.
The Concordia sisters were somewhat hesitant about taking on the
small and struggling community of
sisters more than 900 miles to the
southwest, according to a history of
the congregation, “Footprints on the
Frontier.” But the Superior General in
See SILVER CITY, page 15.
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sister dian
hall

sister suanne
johnson
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nuernberg
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melinda
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Shared ‘roots’
lead to a type of
shared education

Lessons from Concordia

A

Novices study history & religious life in rural Kansas

F

or the third year in a row,
Sisters of St. Joseph together in Le
the official “Sisters of St.
Puy, France — applied in the presJoseph Federation Novient was significant, the novices
tiate” made a two-week
agreed — and so was learning
stop in Concordia this winter.
more about early members of the
The four women early in their
Concordia congregation. Those
religious lives from four different
members included Sister Bernard
congregations were here to study
Gosselin.
with the Sisters of St. Joseph of
She was first a Concordia sister
Concordia.
and then was among the small
The four novices are:
group who went from Kansas to
 Sister Colleen Gibson of the
Illinois to found the Sisters of St.
Sisters of St. Joseph of Philadelphia
Joseph of La Grange. In 1912, Sisand originally from New Jersey,
ter Bernard traveled to Southern
 Sister Suanne Johnson of the
California to found a new commuSisters of St. Joseph of Watertown,
nity — the Sisters of St. Joseph of
N.Y., from Brasher Falls, N.Y.,
Orange.
 Sister Karin Nuernberg of
Discovering Sister Bernard’s
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange,
spiritual roots was especially
Sister Anne Davis, foreground, and Sister Karin Nuernberg draw dish-washing duties on their
last evening at Manna House of Prayer, but they even make that seem like fun.
Calif., who was born in Munich,
important to Sister Karin.
Germany, and
“She was our founder, and came
 Sister Melinda Pellerin of the
from the wisdom figures here,” she
Marcia Allen, president of the Sisters of St.
Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield, Mass., who
said. “I wanted to learn more about how she
Joseph of Concordia.
was born and raised there.
Having Sister Marcia with them was one of became who she was.”
The novice director accompanying the
While in Concordia, the novices also had
the gifts of being in Concordia, Sister Colleen
group was Sister Anne Davis, a Sister of St. Joample opportunity to visit with sisters here
said.
seph of Carondelet-Los Angeles Province. This
— including a day at the Neighbor to Neigh“There are very few congregations that
was also her third year coming to Concordia.
bor center in downtown Concordia and a trip
have a president who would commit this
They arrived in Concordia Jan. 14 and
to Belleville to meet Sisters Mary Savoie and
kind of time one-on-one,” she said on the day
stayed at Manna House of Prayer until Jan. 29, before she was due to head home. “I’d heard
Margaret Nacke.
when they returned to the home they share in her name, and that of Sister Bette Moslander
That’s part of the reason the novitiate
Chicago during their eight-month novitiate.
includes visits to Concordia and other congre(who also lives at Manna House of Prayer);
Joining them in their studies were Sister
gations, Davis added: It helps novices see how
they are renowned for their wisdom.”
Dian Hall, a novice with the Sisters of St.
Sisters of St. Joseph put into practice their
“Sister Marcia literally wrote the book,”
Joseph of Concordia who is living at Manna
mission of “loving God and neighbor” no matSister Melinda added, referring to “Love’s DeHouse for a year, and Christina Brodie, a cansign: An Invitation to Reflect on the Maxims of ter who or where they are.
didate to become an agrégée sister who also
the Little Institute,” which is one of the texts
lives at Manna House.
the novices study. “But it was more than that.
The novices’ stay at Manna House of
“Love’s Design: An Invitation to Reflect on the Maxims
It was seeing how the Maxims are lived out by
of the Little Institute” by Sister Marcia Allen is available
Prayer included days of extensive study on
the sisters here.”
from Manna House of Prayer. Call 785/243-4428 or email
the history and mission of the original Sisters
Seeing the 360-year-old Maxims — writretreatcenter@mannahouse.org to order a copy.
of St. Joseph, under the direction of Sister
ten by the Jesuit priest who brought the first
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ABOVE: Sister
Marcia Allen, left,
explains the history of
the Nazareth Motherhouse and its Sacred
Heart Chapel as part
of a tour Jan. 15 for
the novices and their
director.
FAR LEFT: Sister
Melinda Pellerin gets
Play-Doh advice from
one of the children at
Neighbor to Neighbor
during a visit to the
center in downtown
Concordia.
LEFT: Sisters Colleen
Gibson, foreground,
and Suanne Johnson
— along with the
other novices — take
over the kitchen at
Manna House of
Prayer to prepare
dinner on their last
evening in Concordia.

bout a dozen years ago,
the U.S. Federation of
Sisters of St. Joseph — a
cooperative organization of about
20 independent congregations that
share a “genealogy” that began in
LePuy, France, in 1650 — created
the yearlong “novitiate” program,
in which novices from all the congregations live and learn together.
The idea, according to novice director Sister Anne Davis, was to ensure that novices have a foundation
in understanding the congregation’s
history and mission, and to have a
“peer group” of other sisters about
their same age and experience.
The program has evolved into an
eight-month residential program,
which for the third year is being
hosted by the Congregation of St.
Joseph — a community that formed
when seven smaller communities
(including the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Wichita) merged in 2007.
Although there is some variation among congregations, the
basic process for women who
feel called to canonically vowed
religious life is similar. They begin
as postulants for about a year, then
enter a two-year novitiate. At that
point, they use the title “Sister.” The
eight months spent in the Federation novitiate is included in that
two years.
At the end of her time as a novice, there is a “temporary profession” in which the woman professes the vows of chastity, poverty
and obedience. This temporary
profession is generally no less than
three years.
She may then make a lifelong
commitment to live her vows
through a “perpetual profession.”
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Simple design,

W

hat Sister
Norma
Schlick describes as a
“simple homemade bulletin board” is
the center of an important ministry that is deeply meaningful to the Sisters of St. Joseph and family, friends and
complete strangers around the world.
The “prayer board” just outside the Sacred Heart Chapel at the Nazareth Motherhouse has slots for small slips
of paper, each holding a special request for a prayer.
“From our earliest days in Kansas, our sisters engaged
in praying for any and all who asked for our prayers,”
explains Sister Norma, who has coordinated the prayer
ministry for the past decade. “Then in the middle of the
20th century, we began to make a more formal commitment.”
That included — in 1983 — installing the prayer
board, made of folded brown kraft paper, ribbon and tiny
push-pins.
“From time to time, I think about updating the prayer
board to make it more modern,” Sister Norma says, “but
then I feel that, in its simplicity, it really moves people
who see it.”
Today people don’t have to actually see it to know the
power of the sisters’ prayers. Requests today arrive by
email and Facebook messages, as well as notes that accompany donations to the sisters.

		

Some have come from as far away as
Africa, the Middle East and China. But
Sister Norma notes that many still come in
letters to individual sisters. “Or sometimes
when people are visiting the Motherhouse, they
will stop and write a request and put it directly on the
board.”
Together, those requests number 100 or more a month.
Each day as sisters pass the board on their way to the
chapel, they will pause to read through the requests that
have been added. Then they keep those individuals or
families in their hearts as they go to Mass or any of the
other regular prayer services held in the Motherhouse.
At the end of the month, Sister Norma gathers up all
the slips and presents them to the Motherhouse chaplain,
Father Jim Hoover, as an offertory gift at Mass. Each new
month begins with an empty prayer board, ready for the
first new request slips to be added.
And there’s no doubt it will fill up again in the ensuing
days and weeks, as individuals request prayers for a family member just diagnosed with cancer, a student preparing for a big test, a man still unemployed after being laid
off months earlier and a woman struggling with a difficult
pregnancy. One note, here in rural Kansas, asks simply for
“moisture and good crops.”
“It’s an honor and a privilege to take care of these
prayer requests,” Sister Norma says. “It’s such an enriching ministry that touches so many people.”

To request prayers from the Sisters of St. Joseph
Sister Norma Schlick, who has cared for the prayer board at the Nazareth Motherhouse for 10 years, says
it’s “an honor and a privilege” to ensure that all requests are handled carefully and with love. She receives

100 or more requests each month, in conversatons with individual sisters, through phone calls and the mail,
and increasingly through email and social media like Facebook.

 Send an email to prayer@csjkansas.org
 Call Sister Norma at 785/243-2113, ext. 2215
 Send a Facebook message at facebook.com/CSJKansas
 Mail a note to Sister Norma Schlick, PO Box 279, Concordia KS 66901
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Facebook faithful
This actual Facebook message exchange from earlier this year
demonstrates one way prayer requests are sent to the sisters at the
Motherhouse. Dianne Hansen, who lives in Milwaukee, Wisc., is the
niece of the late Sister Jane Guennette, and a longtime friend of the
Sisters of St. Joseph.

Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia, Kansas

Messages ▼

Dianne Hansen 		

January 4

Mom’s surgery to have her
bladder removed is scheduled for Feb. 11th. It is a hard
surgery and at 82, she will be
in God’s hands. We appreciate your prayers so much...
Motherhouse prayers are extra
special!
Sisters of St. Joseph

January 7

We’ll add her to our prayer
board, Dianne, and you and
your family as well -- thanks so
much for letting us know!

Dianne Hansen

February 16

I just wanted you to know that
my Mom’s surgery turned out
well. She has a long road to recovery but we know that being
on your prayer board helped
tremendously! Thank you so
much for putting her name
on there and please continue
to pray for full, cancer-free
recovery.

Sisters of St. Joseph

February 17

We will keep her name up there,
Dianne! Thanks for letting us know.

Dianne Hansen

February 18

THANK YOU SO MUCH!!

