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Building on
a rock solid
foundation

Alumni
UPDATE

Tyrees
Allen

T

Class of ’78

here are times in life when unpredictable, wonderful things happen. It’s as if
the sky opens up and drops a gift into
your lap.
In the fall of 1973 such a thing happened to
me. It was just a few months after graduating from
Salina Central High School and I wondered what
in the world I was going to do. College seemed like
the thing to do, but I hadn’t a clue about where I
should go or indeed if I even wanted to.
My friends had been making post-high school
plans, but I wasn’t thinking much past the next
Community Theatre show.
Then one day I got a call at my mother’s house.
The person on the phone said, “Tyrees, Dr. Dennis
Denning has heard you’re in Salina and not in
school, and he would very much like to speak with
you about coming to Marymount.”
I was certainly aware of Marymount College and its theater program — I had seen some
productions and had been very impressed — but
going to school there never crossed my mind. So
the meeting with Dr. Denning changed my life and
set me on a new journey.
How do I put into words what my time at Marymount meant and still means to me?
I have had the great privilege and honor of
being in two hit Tony Award-winning plays. I’ve
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Cast members from the
Marymount
Theatre production of “A
Funny Thing
Happened on
the Way to
the Forum,”
from summer
1977. From
left, Tyrees
Allen, Robert
Brake, David
Stump and
Roy DeWitt.

to explain what those women meant to me.
played “Othello” at The Old Globe. I was in the
In 2000 I was doing the musical “Aida” at the
American Premier of David Hare’s “Stuff Happens”
and I’ve worked in some of this nation’s most pres- Palace Theatre on Broadway, and it was the hottest
ticket in town.
tigious theaters. I’ve had two television series and
One night the cast was told there would be a
have guest starred in more than 30 TV programs.
mandatory meeting the next day, and everyone
But I don’t say this to brag. Instead, I say it
wondered what it was about. We were sold out for
because none of those things would have been
a year and a half, so we knew we weren’t in danger
possible without the rock solid foundation Maryof closing; what could be the problem?
mount gave me.
We soon found out: One of the producers
First there was that excellent theater experiopened the meeting by
ence Dr. Denning made
saying, “We need to talk
possible for us, with
You can see Tyrees Allen in “A Life in the Theatre,” scheduled
about the importance of
wonderfully talented
to be presented at Salina Community Theatre in July. As
being on time; this comteachers and performsoon as dates and times are confirmed, they will be posted at
salinatheatre.com.
ers — teachers like Buzz
pany is getting sloppy
about it.”
Herman and Kate LindThen he added,
sey and actors like Mary
“There’s only one actor in this company who has
Murfitt and Kim Grimaldi, and many more. Then
never been late for rehearsal or performance and
we were doubly blessed by the incredible minds
and dedication of the beloved Sisters of St. Joseph
that is Tyrees!”
— Sister Antionette Readey, whose laughter I
I couldn’t help myself — I burst out, “That’s
can still hear; Sister Francis Ellen Riordan, whose
because we didn’t allow that late stuff at Marymount!”
knowledge seemed endless; Sister Mary Mark
Whitehair, who made every class a challenge; SisI suppose that says it all. I’ve had some wonderter Julia Stegman, who perhaps had the sweetest
ful experiences and opportunities, but none match
the joy and excitement I felt on the Marymount
spirit I have ever encountered; and Sister Lucille
Herman, who was the embodiment of the school. I
stage. I have never felt as safe, as loved, as valued
as I felt at Marymount.
don’t have enough room or time to list them all or

Trying to find other alums or info?

We don’t have an Alumni Office these days, but we’re still here to
help if we can — and we want to stay in touch!

 To order transcripts, go to http://www.fhsu.edu/registrar/transcripts/
 Go to the Sisters of St. Joseph website: www.csjkansas.org
 To follow us on Facebook, search for “Marymount College of Kansas Alumni”
 For other information, contact Jaci Morey Walsh at 785/823-2149. Please leave your name,
purpose of your call and the year graduated or attended.
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CSJ Reunion:
Reconnecting &
sharing memories
We are friends for life.
When we’re together the years fall away.
Isn’t that what matters?
To have someone who can remember with you?
To have someone who remembers how far you’ve come?

						— Judy Bloom
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2014 Motherhouse Reunion
September 19-21, 2014
REGISTRATION FORM
All attendees must complete registration form by September 1.
Please check:
I am:

□ a Former Member

□ a Former Student of the Apostolic School

Your Current Name: ______________________________________________________________

By CONNIE TAVANIS

I

sn’t that it? Having someone remembering with you... someone who was there, who shared so many experiences.
Our reunion will give us a chance to do just that, to reconnect to that part of our own lives — and to be with others who
know what we’re talking about.
Yes, we have all changed and perhaps even more importantly, the
Sisters of St. Joseph have changed and are more open and inclusive.
We can talk about all of that — and more! — in September.
I have asked some friends to tell me why they are coming and
what they hope will happen during our reunion.
Here are their responses:

“I

want to meet up with old friends and find out what they
have done with their lives. I also hope to be able to continue communication with them and get to know them again.”

			

“I

— Alyce Schamberger Quattlebaum, apostolic school

am coming because many of the persons who will probably come have been a significant part of my life and have
helped me become the woman I am today. I loved them then and to
meet them again will be a grace.”

			

“T

— Sister Mary Fran Simons

here are memories, relationships and experiences that
only other CSJs truly understand. The journey has definitely made us one. The reunion gives me a chance to reconnect
and catch up to see where peoples’ lives have led them.”

			

— Jean Sida (who was Sister Jean Michael)

“I

am really looking forward to seeing and being with the
many wonderful women who shared their lives with me. I
know there are stories to be told, laughter and tears to be experienced and the words of thanks from my old Irish heart to be
given.”		
— Kathy Couhig Goodman (who was Sister Michael Damian)

“W

e will renew acquaintances, meet new people and just
have a good time. Also, it will be wonderful for those
who were once members to see how vibrant we CSJs still are —
even though there may be a few more grey hairs.”

			

— Sister Bernadine Pachta, CSJ archivist

I hope everyone will help spread the word, get your registrations in, make hotel reservations and prepare for a fun weekend.
My thanks to you all — especially the reunion committee.

Birth Name: __________________________

Sister Name: _____________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________
Street Address			
City
State
Zip Code
Phone: ( _____ ) _________________ E-Mail Address: ________________________________
Name of Individual Accompanying You: ______________________________________________
Is this person planning to join the special “Companions Tour” on Saturday?

□ Yes

(There will be a small fee for this, which you can pay at the beginning of the tour.)

□ No

The registration fee of $60 includes your meals at the Motherhouse for the weekend:
Friday evening meal; Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner; and Sunday brunch.
A $10 fee will be charged per meal for each additional guest who wishes to eat at the Motherhouse.
______________________________________________________________________
Payment: Make check to Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia

Send completed form with payment by Sept. 1 to:

							
							
							
							
						

Amount Enclosed: $ _________

2014 Motherhouse Reunion
c/o Katie Macke
10008 Cleveland Avenue
Kansas City KS 66109-8708
(913) 579-1943
email: ckmacke@gmail.com

For more information on the Reunion,
visit http://www.csjkansas.org and click on Dorothy
Online registration and payment through PayPal is also available at www.csjkansas.org
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Saying ‘Sim!’ to God
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Looking across the line

Friends, family gather to celebrate

T

ERESINA, Piauí,
BRAZIL —The newest
Sister of St. Joseph of
Concordia professed her vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience
in a ceremony and celebration
at Our Lady of Victory Church in
Teresina on Feb. 8.
“I was so happy that I said
‘Yes’ to the love call that God
made to me,” said Sister Naira
Regina da Silva Ribeiro. “Now I
repeat the ‘Yes’ daily by continual contact with people, with God
and with all those in need.”
In Naira’s native Portuguese, the word for “Yes” is “Sim.”
Friends came from various places where Sister Naria
has lived or had worked, gathering to celebrate with her
and the 14 other Sisters of St. Joseph who make up the
Brazilian community.
“They came from the cities of Picos and Amaramte,
and from the parishes around Teresina, besides those of
the parish where I grew up, the Parque Mao Santa,” Sister
Naria said. “There were my friends — sisters, priests and

Sister Naira Regina
da Silva Ribeiro
poses with a
bouquet bearing
the word “Sim,”
signifying her “Yes”
to God’s call.
FAR LEFT: Sister
Naira carries the
statue of St. Joseph
the Worker into
Our Lady of Victory
Church as her profession ceremony
begins Feb. 8.

brothers — who
have been part of
my journey with the
Men and Women’s
Conference for Religious in Teresina.”
And, she added,
“I cannot forget my
family who were
with me on this day:
my lovely mother,
my younger sister
Denise, my three
brothers, along with
my godmother, my aunts and my cousins.”
Sister Naira, 24, came to the Sisters of St. Joseph as
an aspirant in 2010, became a postulant in 2011 and a
novice on Feb. 2, 2012.
She lives in Picos, Piauí, where she and three other
sisters work in 12 communities and are responsible for
Communion celebrations, leadership formation, religious
study and home visits. Sister Naira works primarily with
children, adolescents and young adults.
She is also studying to be a Portuguese teacher.

Brazilian sisters invited to launch new mission
By SISTER AUGUSTA MENDES BISPO

At the invitation of the parish priest, the
Sisters of St. Joseph have opened a new mission in the city of Caxias, in the neighboring
state of Maranhão.
Caxias is about 45 miles northwest of the
Brazilian sisters’ Regional House in Teresina,
Piauí.
Father Raymond Nonato dos Santos, known
as Father Beto, asked the sisters to work in six
designated neighborhoods, or communities,
within the Our Lady of Nazareth Parish.
They are poor communities, and the majority of the families have migrated from the rural
areas to the city so that their children could
study.
They share one strong characteristic —
their faith. The faith animates them and they

look to continue to journey in their faith.
Many priests and sisters have come from
Our Lady of Nazareth Parish and are serving
where God calls them.
Sisters Donna Otter and Lúcia Lima moved
to Caxias from Graca Aranha, Maranhão, in late
January and took part in a parish assembly
from Jan. 31 through Feb. 2.
They will eventually be joined by Sister
Alexsandra da Silva, who is currently studying at Kansas State University and living with
sisters in Manhattan, Kan.
Until her return, Sister Eleutéria Sousa da
Costa is visiting twice a month from Teresina.
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia opened
our first mission in Teresina in June 1963.
Since then we have served throughout the
region in northeast Brazil.

Sister — or Irmã, in her native Portuguese — Lúcia Lima, right, visits with a family
at their home in Caxias, Maranhão, Brazil, where the Sisters of St. Joseph have just
opened a new mission.
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The young
women from
Kansas try to
talk with Mexican
children on the
other side of the
chain-link fence
that marks the
U.S.-Mexico border near El Paso,
Texas. Sister Julie
Christensen, at
left, was able to
help with some
basic Spanish
translation.
BELOW:
Tracie Thibault,
foreground, and
Karlee Fischer
move a matress
as part of the
groups’ service
work in El Paso.

S

Story and photos by KATHLEEN NORMAN

pring Break is a time often associated
with a week of crazy and wild parties at
a vacation resort. But there was no partying it up last month for Brittni Hayes,
Karlee Fischer, Shelby Ferguson and Tracie Thibault.
These young women headed from Kansas to El Paso,
Texas, where they spent their Spring Break in a
“Border Experience” sponsored and coordinated by
the Sisters of St. Joseph.
Brittni, Karlee and Shelby are college students
while Tracie is in her last year of high school.
With support and assistance from volunteer
Kathleen Norman and Sisters Julie Christensen,
Anna Marie Broxterman and Christine Doman, they
explored life and culture on the U.S.-Mexico border
and saw firsthand the struggles of immigrants by
visiting shelters, agencies and cooperatives that
serve them.
Immigration has always been an issue in this
nation of immigrants. For more than 120 years, the
Statue of Liberty has been a symbol of freedom and
opportunity, saying “Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to breathe free...”
Depite being a country built (both literally and
figuratively) by immigrants, America has also been
home to anti-immigrant sentiment and discrimination toward whichever nationality had just arrived:
German, Irish, Italian, Chinese — and what’s more
prevalent of today, Mexicans (and other Latin
Americans).
During their time in El Paso, the Kansas women
visited shelters, did community service at an or-

sisters offer four ‘Alternatives’
This article recounts just one of four “Spring Break Alternatives” sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia last month.
This group of young Kansas women came from Barton Community
College, Kansas State University, Washburn University and Salina’s
Sacred Heart High School.
Two other colleges also sent groups to El Paso for a weeklong “Border
Experience.” They were Holy Cross College in Worchester, Mass.,
and St. Edward’s College in Austin, Texas.
Another group — this one from Our Lady of The Elms College in
Chicopee, Mass. — came to Concordia for a week volunteering here.
Those six students were hosted by Manna House of Prayer.

ganization that helps victims of human trafficking,
heard part of an asylum case in federal Immigration
Court, learned about work being done in Mexico by
religious communities, experienced a bilingual Mass
and toured an immigration detention center.
Each day shed more light on the complexities of
immigration — both legal and illegal.
One of the most profund experiences was visiting
part of the fence separating the U.S. from Mexico.
It was heart-wrenching for the Kansas women to
see the dismal conditions on the other side, but not
be able to do anything. It was a lesson in Catholic
social teachings, and may have helped them understand the need to put those principles into practice.
At the fence, a group of Mexican children came
up to that dividing line and began talking with the
women. It was a pretty basic conversation, but the
Kansans were able to find out the children’s names
and ages.
When the women eventually turned to leave,

the Mexican
children began
asking for a
dollar, just a
dollar. It was
hard for them
to leave the
children and
the fence —
and difficult for
them grapple
with the reality that a fence
separated the
children from a
better life.
They saw
how in many
ways the
border is an
arbitrary line drawn in the sand. On one side, there
is much prosperity and on the other side extreme
poverty.
This is especially true with El Paso, Texas, and
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, which for many years functioned as one city with fluid movement across the
border.
Through their weeklong expereince, they had a
chance to see that immigration is more than a social,
political and economic issue; it is a human issue.
“In Kansas, you don’t see what happens on the
border,” said Shelby. “This has completely changed
my perspective.”
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Coming Events
 YEAR-ROUND — Yoga at Manna House, with
Sister Julie Christensen. Every Tuesday and
Thursday at 4:45 p.m. and Monday and Wednesday at 4:30 p.m., at Manna House of Prayer,
323 E. Fifth St., Concordia. Classes are about
an hour and 15 minutes in length; bring a mat
and blocks if you have them. For information call
Sister Julie at 785/243-4428. Free-will offering.

S

ingle, Catholic women of all
ages are invited to a “Weekend
of Exploration” in April to
learn about the diverse forms of membership in the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Concordia.
Presenters at the event will explain
canonical and agrégée membership in
the 131-year-old religious community.
The weekend begins Friday evening, April 25, and continues until 1
p.m. Sunday, April 27, at the Nazareth
Motherhouse in Concordia.
For information or to register, contact Sister Jan McCormick at 785/4796795 or jmccormick@csjkansas.org.
Since the Concordia congregation
began welcoming candidates for agrégée membership eight years ago, 19
women have come to the community,
most as candidates for agrégée membership and two as canonical sisters.
The two forms of membership are
the same in almost every aspect, but
there are two significant differences:
 “Canonically vowed sisters” profess the three vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience, as defined by canon
— or Church — law. As part of the
vow of poverty, an individual sister
relinquishes all personal wealth and

income; at the same time, the congregation assumes complete responsibility for her economic well being for the
rest of her life.
 “Agrégée sisters” profess a vow
of fidelity to the congregation, but it
is noncanonical, meaning that it is
not governed by Church law and is
instead a private vow between that
sister and the Concordia congregation. And while it encompasses the
three canonical vows, they are applied
somewhat differently.
Also, canonically vowed sisters
have traditionally begun their religious life with a formal “formation”
during which they live as part of the
congregation. Agrégée candidates do
not leave behind their outside lives.
Instead, they meet with mentors and
study around their regular work and
life schedules.
During the Weekend of Exploration, interested women will have a
chance to meet both canonical and
agrégée sisters and candidates. There
are also presentations planned on the
history and spirituality of the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Concordia, plus Mass
in the Motherhouse chapel and time
for prayer and contemplation.

D

r. Bernard P. Prusak, a professor for historical and systematic theology at Villanova University,
will discuss “The Church in the Past,
Present and Future” during the annual Theological Institute in July. Dr.
Prusak is the author of “The Church
Unfinished: Ecclesiology Through the
Centuries.”
The program is set for July 10-13 at
Manna House of Prayer in Concordia.

The cost is $275 and
includes registration,
room and all meals.
For those wishing
to extend the Institute,
there is a four-day
contemplative retreat
dr. bernard
from July 13 to 17, for
prusak
an additional $275.
For registration
information, see the box at right.

 JUNE 8-15 — Directed Retreat, with Sisters
Marilyn Peot and Paula Drass and Manna House
staff, at Manna House. In a directed retreat the
retreatant meets, ordinarily once a day, with an
experienced spiritual director. Together they
discern the spiritual path on which the Holy Spirit
is leading the retreatant. The director suggests
Scripture passages that may assist in further
considering the spiritual journey and Christ’s call
to discipleship. Sunday, 5:30 p.m. - Sunday, noon
meal. Cost: $475.
 JUNE 17-24 — Making Lace for the 21st Century, at Manna House. This retreat is designed to
give individuals the experience of making bobbin
lace in a contemplative setting. No previous experience in lacemaking is required. You will also
gather daily for communal prayer, and together
you will ponder how the contemplative practice
of lacemaking fosters a life shaped by beauty
and devotion, by creativity and presence and
by sustainability, service and compassion — as
surely in the present century as it did centuries
ago in France. Directors are Ronna Robertson
and Sisters Janet Lander and Mary Jo Thummel.
Begins Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.; concludes Tuesday
at 1 p.m. Cost: $525 (plus materials).
 JUNE 19-21— Discover
Camp, at the Nazareth
Motherhouse. This camp is
specifically designed for girls
entering the sixth, seventh
and eighth grades. These
2½ days offer an opportunity
to have fun, learn more about the Catholic faith,
discover more of who you are plus meet others!
Camp fee $75; if needed some $25 scholarships
available upon request. Register by downloading the form at www.csjkansas.org/for-kids/ or
by contacting Sister Beverly Carlin at srbevc@
csjkansas.org or 785/220-7996.
 JUNE 25-29 — Quilting Marathon, at Manna
House. Have you been looking for some quality
time to combine relaxation, quiet reflection and
quilting? Sister Betty Suther will be your host for
some R&R as you spend time with other quilters,
learning from one another and enjoying the
prospect of completing some long overdue project. Begins Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.; concludes
Sunday at 1 p.m. Cost: $250; commuters: $110
(includes meals).
 WEDNESDAY, JULY 9 — Community Needs Forum “working lunch,” Nazareth Motherhouse,

from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. People from across
the community come together to discuss issues
facing Concordia and how they can cooperate
in finding solutions. Everyone is welcome to join
the process! Lunch is provided without charge
by the Sisters of St. Joseph, and those planning
to come are asked to RSVP to 785/243-2149 or
sisterjean@csjkansas.org.
 JULY 10-13 — Theological Institute: “The
Church of the Past, Present & Future,”
presented by Dr. Bernard P. Prusak. For details,
see story at left. “Commuter” and one-day rates
are also available.
 JULY 13-17 — Contemplative Retreat, at Manna
House. This four-day extension to Dr. Prusak’s
presentations will give retreatants the opportunity
to reflect on the input and participate in contemplative dialogue and communal centering prayer.
The directors are Sisters Carolyn Teter and
Dian Hall. Begins Sunday at 7 p.m.; concludes
Thursday at noon. Cost: $275.
 SATURDAY, JULY 19
— “The Gospel of John
Today,” at Manna House.
Some Biblical scholars
say that the other three
Gospels tell what Jesus
did and John explains why
he did it. Sister Dian Hall will lead you on a walk
through John’s Gospel, to delve into the soul of
Jesus’ life and ministry. There will be time for
sharing, reflection and prayer. From 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Registration: $45 (includes lunch).
 JULY 29 - AUG. 5 — “Discovering the Divine
Artist,” at Manna House. “You are God’s work
of art created in Christ Jesus…” (Ephesians
2:10) The Divine Artist is at work in all creation,
moment by moment, from the beginning and
always. Sisters Janet Lander and Dian Hall will
lead you in this divine unfolding of Love, as
you create with your hands and voices, minds
and hearts. Using various modes of creative
expression — including musical, artistic, poetic
and physical movement — you will be invited to
ponder the unfolding of God’s work of art in your
life and contemplate the Divine Artist at work.
Begins Saturday at 5:30 p.m.; concludes the
following Saturday at 1 p.m. Cost: $550 (includes
materials).
 AUG. 1-3 — Marymount
Theatre Reunion. For
information, visit the		
“Marymount College of
Kansas Alumni” Facebook
page or call Pam KerrihardSollars at 816/695-2748 or Barb
Evans Nichols at 913/209-4389.
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2014 Theological Institute focuses on
‘Church in the Past, Present & Future’

 APRIL 25-27 — “Weekend of Exploration,” at
the Nazareth Motherhouse, 1300 Washington
St., Concordia. For details, see story at left.

April 2014

Online registration is now available

for programs at Manna House of Prayer!

Go to mannahouse.org
Or, call 785/243-4428
or email retreatcenter@mannahouse.org

April 2014							

The Messenger				

Page 15

Sister Rosabel Flax: Jan. 9, 1950-March 5, 2014

S

ister Rosabel Flax, the first woman to
profess her vow as an Agrégée Sister of St.
Joseph of Concordia, died March 5, 2014,
in Abilene, Kan., after a two-month illness.
She was 64.
Rosabel was born Jan. 9, 1950, in Hays, Kan., to
Lucille (Dreiling) and Fred Flax. She grew up on a
farm north of Ellis and graduated from Ellis High
School. She earned her bachelor’s degree at Marymount College, Salina, and master’s at Fort Hays
State University. She spent 41 years as an educator,
teaching math and sciences classes in Marquette,
St. Joseph’s-Shawnee, Herndon, Palco, Plainville,
Lacrosse and Ness City. She was a principal in Plainville, Little River and Moundridge. She also taught at
Colby Community College and Cloud County Community College and was a member of the National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics.
After she retired as a high school principal in
Ness City in 2004, she said she “felt called,” but she
didn’t really intend to pursue a religious life. In an
interview in 2009, she said, laughing, “I was too old
to become a sister.”

Silver City
Continued from page 5.

Concordia, Mother Mary Rose Waller,
invited Sister Magdalen to come to
the Motherhouse for further discussions. After that visit, Mother Mary
Rose along with two other sisters
and Bishop Francis F. Tief traveled to
Silver City to meet the sisters there
and consider their proposal to merge
the two communities.
On Jan. 26, 1926, the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Silver City and their properties in New Mexico officially merged
with the Concordia community.
Within a month, seven sisters left
Concordia for the Silver City mission.
Sister Magdalen remained there, but
Sister Innocentia Brennan was appointed superior for the New Mexico
mission.
St. Mary’s Academy, which served
as a boarding school and eventually

But then she learned about a new form of
membership in the Sisters of St. Joseph, which was
approved by the congregational Senate in 2006.
She began two years of study and discernment, and
in June 2008 professed her vow of fidelity as an
Agrégée Sister.

Homecomings
By the time of her death, Rosabel had been joined
by nine other women who have professed their
vows as Agrégée Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia.
As the first, she had become an icon of that
movement for both the Concordia congregation and
for other communities. She helped write the first
policies, volunteered for several committees, spent
summers in Concordia helping at the Motherhouse
and Manna House of Prayer, helped in the recruitment of candidates, organized the annual Agrégée

a high school, flourished throughout
the late 1920s and ’30s. In the 1940s,
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
opened another parochial school
that was staffed by Sisters of St.
Joseph. Then, in 1966, St. Mary’s and
St. Vincent de Paul merged into one
parochial school. In 1973, a lay board
took over the combined school and
operated it until 1980.
As the need to staff schools
decreased, other ministries grew. In
the mid-1970s the landmark buildings on Alabama Street housed a
birthing center. Then they served as
a retreat center to host both Search
and Antioch retreats. Sisters serving
there also reached out as pastoral
and youth ministers in Hurley, Santa
Clara, Bayard and San Lorenzo, and
as campus ministers at Western New
Mexico University.
The late Sister Carmel Garcia was
instrumental in moving El Refugio,
a shelter for victims of domestic
violence, to what was then called
St. Mary’s Center in the late 1980s.

Information Day and last
year volunteered to be one
of the congregation’s vocation directors.
Rosabel continued to
live in Ness City and was an
active member of Sacred Heart Parish and Sacred
Heart Altar Society there.
Survivors include her mother; her sister, Paula
Dinkel and husband Allen; and nieces, Emily Gibson
and husband Jason and their daughters, Delaney
and Dakota, Wendy Dinkel and husband Ryan Conrade, and Macey Dinkel. She was preceded in death
by her father.
Her funeral was March 8 at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Ellis, Kan., with burial in the church cemetery.
We deeply mourn her passing. But we can be
confident that her spirit is still with us, with her
determination that the agrégée movement continue
and grow strong, that it enhance the Concordia congregation. We can continue to rely on her love for us,
her community!

When the shelter outgrew the space,
Sister Carmel was instrumental in
raising money to build a new shelter,
where Sister Rosemary Farrell continues to work as director of counseling and a play therapist.
In 1990, the Guadalupe Montessori School moved to the St. Mary’s
campus and recently purchased its
building and grounds there. Meanwhile, the local Catholic parish purchased some of the sisters’ land that
was west of the Montessori school.
By 2006, when the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Concordia celebrated their
80th anniversary of service in Silver
City, the “campus” on Alabama Street
was made up of St. Mary’s Spirituality Center, Joseph House and Marian
Hall.
At that time, Sister Rita Plante was
director of the spirituality center.
Today she continues to serve in
Silver City, where she has lived for 13
years, as a volunteer chaplain at Gila
Regional Medical Center. She takes
part in a weekly Peace Vigil and in an

informal “downtown walking ministry” with her dog, Alex.
Sister Rosemary Farrell will also
remain in Silver City, where she has
lived and served for 25 years. In
addition to her responsibilities at El
Refugio, she is the choir director at St.
Francis Church Newman Center, and
has been coordinating volunteers and
others at St. Mary’s Center. In January,
Sister Rosemary was inducted into the
Martin Luther King Jr. Hall of Fame,
sponsored by Western New Mexico
University and Grant County Community Agencies and Organizations.
Sisters Rita and Rosemary also
both work with CSJ Associates in the
Silver City area.
In recent years, numerous faith
groups have used Marian Hall and
St. Mary’s for meetings, retreats and
even regular services.
Holy Trinity is part of the newly
formed Anglican Diocese of the
Southwest, which consecrated its first
bishop, the Rev. Mark Zimmerman, in
El Paso at the end of February.

Sisters of St. Joseph
Nazareth Convent & Academy

Manna House of Prayer

PO Box 279
Concordia KS 66901
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presents

The Church in the Past,
Present and Future
with Dr. Bernard Prusak

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Dr. Prusak is a professor for historical
and systematic theology at Villanova
University and the noted author of
“The Church Unfinished”

Thursday, July 10 to Sunday, July 13
at Manna House of Prayer, Concordia

The 2014 Theological Institute at Manna House is a residential
program; “commuter” and one-day fees are also available.

Snapshots of events at the Motherhouse and Manna House of Prayer

All the news that didn't fit

Register at mannahouse.org/retreats/
or call 785/243-4428
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FAR LEFT, TOP: Sister Julie Christensen
shares a laugh with senior girls from Sacred Heart High School in Salina, during
their annual day retreat at the Nazareth
Motherhouse April 3.
FAR LEFT, BOTTOM: Sister Jean
Befort, facing forward at center, leads a
relaxation exercise during the first-ever
“Refresh Your Spirit” retreat at the Nazareth Motherhouse, for women who take
part in programs and volunteer at the
Neighbor to Neighbor center.

AT LEFT: Volunteer Kathleen Norman, at right with back to
camera, recruited singers to make up the impromptu “12
Days Chorus” (directed by Sister Philomene Reiland and
accompanied on the piano by Sister Dian Hall) during the
congregation’s November Assembly to perform “The Twelve
Days of Giving,” which she wrote. You can hear the song at
www.csjkansas.org/twelve-days-full/

LEFT: Concordia High School physics
teacher Jonathan Baxa, standing,
organized the cardboard boat races in
the Motherhouse swimming pool March
26. His freshman students built and raced
14 two-person boats made entirely out
of cardboard and tape to test the physics
principles they’ve been studying.

Keep track of all our
events & projects at
http://www.csjkansas.org and
facebook.com/CSJKansas

