W

e, Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, Kan., have a long history

of fostering unity and reconciliation in our service of the “dear neighbor.” Our neighbors include the
stranger, the undocumented and the refugee. We remember that we are daughters of immigrant families ourselves, as are most U.S. citizens. Urged by the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures and Catholic Social Teachings,
we call upon:

PRESIDENT TRUMP, HIS ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESS,

 Avoid any executive orders that single out Muslims or people of any religion. The U.S.
Constitution expressly states that those who are persecuted in their own countries
can seek refuge in our country.
 Allow vetted refugees from Syria the opportunity to resettle in this country.
 Oppose the Department of Homeland Security’s expansion of its ability to detain and
deport immigrants in the United States by compelling state and local law enforcement officers to act as agents of the federal immigration officers.
 Stop plans to build a wall on our southern border; it will stand as a serious breach of
goodwill with our neighbors to the South, particularly with Mexico.
 Continue to allow the 750,000 youth who have DACA status (Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrival) to remain in the United States and be granted a pathway to
citizenship.
 Develop comprehensive immigration reform legislation that is both compassionate
and constructive for families and our nation.
 Recognize the critical contribution made by the estimated 11 million undocumented
men and women who work on farms harvesting fruits and vegetables, in dairies,
hog and cattle operations, construction projects, in hotels and restaurants, etc. In
March 2017, the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy reported that “Undocumented immigrants contribute significantly to state and local taxes, collectively
paying an estimated $11.74 billion a year.”

PEOPLE OF FAITH.

Stand with us to work with individuals, churches, congregations and organizations to
become, as expressed by San Diego Bishop Robert McElroy, a “holy disruption” on behalf of the undocumented during this time when the processes of dehumanization are
accelerated. In the words of Pope Francis, we desire to work together “to be neither
paralyzed with fear nor shackled within conflict.”

OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM THE
THREAT OF DETENTION, DEPORTATION, AND/OR SEPARATION
FROM YOUR FAMILIES AND COMMUNITY,

“Be not afraid!” With artist and activist Sonia Sawhney, participant in the 2017 World
Meeting of Popular Movements, we say, “No matter what boat you came on… we are
now all on the same ship together.” We are each created in God’s image, deserving of
respect and a place at the table. We commit ourselves to walk with you, advocate for
you and offer hospitality if the need arises.

This statement was approved by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia Leadership Council on March 27, 2017.
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