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The Associate Life

in Union with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, Kansas

Loving God and the Dear Neighbor without Distinction

In this issue: o _
« Highlights of this Newsletter! Highlights of this newsletter!

» History of the CSJA Movement The purpose of the CSJA newsletter is to share

« 375 CSS) Federation MOTA information among all of the CSJ Associate

« Maxim of Perfection groups. This issue will include an introduction
e 2025-2026 Associate Goals to the history of the CSJA movement, the 375

e Did You Know? CSS) Federation event group photo, CSJA goals
« 2025 October Assembly for 2025-2026, 2025 October Assembly news,

e The Heart of Association and a revised publication schedule. With each

issue we intend for this newsletter to grow and
evolve. Stay tuned for new sections and feel free
to send your ideas and suggestions to Jo Foy,
csjakscommunications@gmail.com or

785.764.2129.

» Reading Resources

« Newsletter Publication Schedule
« U.S. Federation Associates FB pg
o Contact info Associate Team

« Save the Date(s)

Introduction to the History of the CSJA Movement

In the Associate “closet” in the parlor of Manna House the document was found which is the basis for this
introduction and subsequent articles on the History of the CSJA Movement. The document has no author
given and no date noted. However, it clearly describes the progression of decisions from 1983 to 2012. This
document is not unlike the review by Sr. Jean Rosemarynoski in our recent October Assembly of decisions
made over a 40 year period regarding CSJ properties. For each time period, the leadership mentioned will
place decisions and actions in the context of the Executive Council and/or Leadership Council.

» 1983-1987: Sr. Mary Savoie, President; Sr. Marcia Allen, Vice-President
In response to a 1983 Senate Resolution, The Executive Board appointed a committee in May, 1984, to
“produce a design for creating, developing and implementing non-vowed membership in the Congregation.”
Eighteen lay persons and seventeen Sisters met in January 1985. This co-membership program took the name
COMPANIONS IN MISSION. A mission statement was developed in April 1986, and the group agreed to meet
every two months in different locations with occasional 24 hour retreats. The objectives for 1987 were (1) to
invite 15 to 20 Sisters to meet to investigate the ministerial implications of Sisters’ involvement in the
COMPANIONS IN MISSION, and (2) to target 3 to 5 areas to start small cells of COMPANIONS IN MISSION.

The first committee members (Srs. Bette Moslander, Julia Norton, Betty Suther, Marilyn Wall, Anna Marie
Broxterman, Margaret Ann Buser, and Mary Kay Meyer) stated their vision for COMPANIONS IN MISSION in
this way:
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Intro to history of CSJA movement (continued)

We envision COMPANIONS IN MISSION developing as small independent cells. We will attempt to network the
cells through a newsletter which will be produced through the Communications Office. In this way, we will maintain
unity among the cells while allowing each group of COMPANIONS to develop somewhat independently. We hope
to arrange for an encounter of members from the different cells of COMPANIONS once a year so that they might
get to know one another and share inspiration.
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Sr. Sarah Ganser, CSJ; Catherine Seitz, CSJA; Dawn Desbien, CSJA, Susan LeDuc, CSJA, Gerry
Parker, CSJA; Jo Foy, CSJA; 375 CSS] Federation Event, Ministry of the Arts (MOTA), Lepuy Kitchen
background with each of us holding our “I Dream Of A World Where.. .. *

Maxim of Perfection
Maxim 4
(Maxims of the Little Institute)

Live, as much as you can, in such a way that
your life, in honor of the Holy Spirit, may be
a continual act of the most pure and perfect

charity that you are able to practice toward
God.
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June 4-8, 2025 — June Assembly, Concordia Motherhouse
2024-2028 CS) Associates’ Goals

2025 Report of Progress
presented by Catherine Seitz, Associate Team Leader

1. Increase Associate membership: currently, 24 active Associates and approximately 20
praying members; two new Associates, Anna Mitchell from Wichita and Naomi LaRouche
from Salina, made their first commitments at this years’ retreat; and one candidate,
Kathy Clark from Washington, KS joined the Concordia group; we are working on a new
brochure and a newsletter article to be used for inviting those who share the CSJ charism

2. Develop the role of a Communication Coordinator to work with the Associate Team: Jo
Foy, Associate from Newton, KS agreed to regularly write and share news and events for
Associates and Animators; see the article on p. 6 for the new publication schedule; 2.(a)
future ideas brainstormed: quarterly zoom meetings for all area groups to share group
news, State of the Heart/Order of the House, reflecting on Maxims, etc.

3. Become more actively involved with the Sisters of St. Joseph in Concordia: Associates are
invited to many of the Congregational events at the Motherhouse (New Year’s Eve retreat,
June Assembly, October Assembly, and other annual events open to the public)

4. Join in more Sisters of St. Joseph Federation events: as the CSS] Federation Working
Group organizes more regular zoom meetings, CSJ Associates will be invited to
participate with national and international Associates

5. Continue to grow in relationship within our Associate Team and with the Congregational
community: we ask that each Associate group ponder the following question — What can
Associates do to help with envisioning and transitioning for the future mission?

DID YOU KNOW?

The CSJ Vocation Office reported twelve (12) women in initial formation for membership:
First Vows, Sr. Walquiria Fontes Marques, Brazil and Sr. Ha Pham. Postulants, Nam Nguyen,
Mai Nguyen, Nhung Pham, and Chung Nguyen. Candidates, Heather Johnson, Thuy Nguyen,
and Tam Pham, Brazil. Pre-Candidates, Cassie Ernest, Hoa Pham, and Phuong Anh Bui Pham.

In addition, The CSS) Federation Vocation Office reported Sisters of Sr. Joseph Novices for
2025-2026: Annecy (3); Chambery (four provinces in India), 2™ year (12), 1° year (14), Pakistan 1%
years (2), Pakistan 2™ years (3); Lyon Egypt/Lebanon Region (1), St. Joseph Province, India (4),
Nava Jeevan Province, India (1), West Africa Region (3); Canadian Federation 1* year (1), 2™ year
(2); and US Federation 1 year (2), 2" (1).

Please keep these women in prayer as they learn and experience the charism of the SSJs.
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October Assembly, October 15-19, 2025

Associates are invited. The CS] Associates Handbook, p. 7, states that one of the benefits of being an
Associate is “invitations to attend liturgical and educational events, retreats and certain community
meetings related to mission, and of benefit to Associates.” The June Assembly and the October Assembly are
community meetings related to mission and of benefit to Associates. Please plan to attend in 2026. you will
be welcomed!

Wednesday, October 15. Assemblies begin with Supper on the Wednesday before the first full day. We
began with a prayer led by Sr. Sarah Ganser, Agregee, and a short history lesson about Father Jean-Pierre
Medaille and sharing the State of the Heart. What do you see of Jean-Pierre Medaille in yourself? What is
Medaille’s greatest influence on your life?

The Welcome from the Congregational President, Sr. Jean Rosemarynoski followed, where Sr. Jean
reviewed in brief the history of the Sisters of St. Joseph by contrasting and comparing the 375 years of SS)
history with the 250 years of U.S. history. She asked the question: “How is today similar to then?” Itis a
question to continue to ponder as this year of Jubilee continues. Sr. Jean suggested that as Pope Leo stated
recently, the Church needs Consecrated Life rooted in Christ. This is possibly a time of delving deeper into
our individual and communal interior lives, where Trust and Hope are the essence of Who We Are. After 375
years of service to the dear neighbor SSJs total 14,000 members in 6o countries.

Thursday, October 16. The first full day of October Assembly began with a prayer led by Mary Ray, CSJA,
and followed by silent reflection. Do you create opportunities for change in your life? How does change
inspire you? Who/What is a new vision to you? Our Thursday morning prayer time ended with the Senate
prayer: Holy Spirit, lead us into an unknown future filled with promise and possibility. God of adventure,
accompany us toward a horizon that we cannot see clearly, but which calls and beckons us forth. We open our
hearts to dream your dreams. We ask for the grace to let go of our fears and to step courageously into the future.
Amen.

The morning continued with Sr. Jean reviewing over 30 years of conversation and dialogue by the
Congregation about managing properties. In other words, the current need for decisions regarding
specifically the Motherhouse and Manna House of Prayer, did not just start in 2025. The conversations/
dialogue about managing properties began in 1993 and 1995 under the leadership of Sr. Marcia Allen,
President, and Sr. Betty Suther, Vice-President. More discussion, specifically about Silver City, NM,
properties occurred in 2000 under the leadership of Sr. Pat McLennon, Congregational President, and Sr.
Julia Norton, Vice-President. In 2008 the Hillside Convent was sold. Focus groups were formed in 2010-1011
to imagine the future of the Congregational properties (Sr. Marcia Allen, President; Sr. Beth Stover, Vice-
President) and long range planning began in 2012, 2014, and 2016 (Sr. Marcia Allen, President; Sr. Jean
Rosemarynoski, Vice-President). The El Paso house sold during Sr. Jean’s first term as Congregational
President (2016-2020). During the 2024 Senate the Congregation continued to discuss options for managing
properties, but there was no consensus for moving forward. Sr. Jean requested that the Circles take up the
questions in January 2025, which led to the consultation in March 2025 with representatives from each Circle.

Some actions resulted from the consultation. The Milford House sold quickly. There are known options for
the Archives. More Advisors have been identified that work with Congregations who are deciding what to do
with a decreasing vowed population and aging houses. Walk-throughs occurred with the ACS (Adorers of the
Blood of Christ) community in Wichita, and other possibilities have been identified. Catholic Charities,
Salina, KS, appears to be interested in Neighbor-to-Neighbor and/or the Thrift Shop next door.
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In summary, the questions being asked were: What is that Something that holds us together? What is at
the Core of SSJs? Individually and communally, what continues to hold my heart?

Fr. Hein Nguyen, Pastor of All Saints Parish in Wichita ended the day with a presentation on cultural
differences between Vietnam and the USA. Fr. Hein utilizes humor and storytelling to describe the
transitions he has made as a refugee from Vietnam, excelling at university and seminary, and leading
parishes in the United States.

Friday, October 17. The second full day of October Assembly began with a prayer from Sr. Robin
Stephenson. The Ecological Integrity committee led by Sr. Judy Stephens and Sr. Faye Huelsmann shared a
video (www.oceana.org) and other slides illustrating what is being done by the committee and what might be
done in the future. The question was asked: What is moving in you — the state of the ecological heart?
What is your personal response to a wounded creation? This introduction was further deepened by Sr. Janet
Lander’s Table process: What are you personally and as your local community choosing to do? When you
listen to what is being shared at your table, what are you being inspired to do? We were given time to share
and discuss our house commitments and they were collected. As a Congregation, then, we prayed the
Pledge of Commitment together (https://catholicnetwork.us/pledge-of-commitment-from-prayers-to-care-
for-creation-usccby/).

The Justice & Peace committee focuses on ending human trafficking with action and prayer. Jane
Wahlmeier sends by email a monthly prayer. Sr. Regina Ann Brummel focused our attention on the
reduction of federal assistance to Haskell Indian Nations University, Lawrence, KS, by the Trump
Administration, and its history as a boarding school. Sr. Judy Stephens works with local undocumented
families and stays current on what is happening now and what can be done now to assist them.

The Immigration committee hosted the event “Changing the Narrative” at the Motherhouse recently.
There were 65 people registered plus 35 Sisters in attendance. Sr. Dian Hall sponsored the Concordia Fall
Festival table recently. Catherine Seitz, Associate, supports and participates with Indivisible Manhattan. Sr.
Anna Marie Broxterman announced an event November 8" at the Motherhouse in the auditorium with
visitors who will update those in attendance on what is happening at the border.

SSJ Anniversary Celebration. The Congregational celebration of the 375™ anniversary of the founding of the
Sisters of St. Joseph in LePuy, France, in 1650 began in the afternoon of Friday, October 17 with “A Walk
Through History,” a play written by Postulant Nambu Nguyen and introduced by Sr. Marcia Allen. The Flame
from LePuy enacted the first 150 years of the communities of St. Joseph. The Flame Continues 19", 20, 21
Centuries narrated by Jodi Creten emphasized approximately 20 year cycles of transition and change from the
time the Carondelet Sisters arrived in Kansas, to the arrival in Newton, KS in 1883, and from 1883 to 2024, the
history of the Concordia Sisters of St. Joseph.

The play and historical readings, however, were just the beginning. At suppertime, we returned to the
auditorium for a several course meal served by the Vietnam Sisters. Sr. Dian Hall led us in singing well-
known, familiar songs from our childhoods, and in rounds! In addition, we sang “Holy Fire” by Sr. Kathy
Sherman, CSJ, a familiar song from the 375 event in Kansas City, MO this past July.
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Associates celebrate the First Profession of Vows as a Sister of St. Joseph with Sister Ha Pham, CS)
October 19, 2025, Nazareth Motherhouse, Concordia, KS
Celebrants were Fr. Barry Brinkman, Fr. Bao Nguyen, and Fr. Tuyen Nguyen
The Communion hymn Cam Men An Tinh was sung by a Vietnamese choir. The ceremony and luncheon
were attended by many friends and family.
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Sr. Ha Pham’s First Profession of Vows October 19, 2025 (continued)

Frlends of Sr. Ha Pham, CS)

CS) Associates attending
Sr. Ha’s First Profession of
Vows, Susan Leduc,
Catherine Seitz, Mary
Kenworthy, Myrna
Shelton, and Regina
Bicknell, Inquirer and
Motherhouse
Administrator

The Heart of Association
375 CSS) Federation Event, July 2025

Associates are called to a vocation that aches for reconciliation amid chaos. A vocation that
dares to dream of what’s possible, and calls on those willing to risk, to make the dream a
reality. The associate vocation asks that we know of life’s sorrows as well as life’s joys. The
associate vocation calls for willingness to see goodness even in the reprehensible.

This vocation asks associates to stand on the shoulders of those who came before us, to do
what needs to be done to help others. The associate vocation calls us to stand together in the
midst of chaos, as the one we truly are, and not look away from the pain of injustice. This
vocation calls associates to know it’s not what they do, but who they are that matters. The
associate vocation calls associates, individually and collectively, to be the presence of Unifying
Love in a fractured world! This grace of Unifying Love brings us to this place.
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READING RESOURCES

Life: My Story Through History--An Autobiography of the Life and Legacy of Pope Francis, 2024,
HarperOne, available in hardback, paperback, audiobook, and Kindle. Pope Francis guides us
through historical events and then elaborates on how those events touched his life.

Hope: The Autobiography, 2025, Random House, also available in hardback, paperback, audiobook,
and Kindle. Written over a number of years, Pope Francis gets very personal about his life, his
accomplishments, his rise to Bishop, and his surprising election as Pope to succeed Pope Benedict.

Newsletter Publication Schedule

The original schedule was going to follow the model of a magazine or scholarly journal, where a
draft would be produced early in the previous month and the final newsletter distributed
approximately the third week of the previous month. For instance, the January 2025 newsletter
(Issue 1) was written, reviewed, and approved in December 2024.

However, each issue in 2025 has missed major events. Therefore, what would have been the
October issue is being distributed in November, approximately November 15. This November issue
will cover any highlights of the October Assembly that are pertinent to Associates. The schedule for
2026 will be February 15, May 15, August 15, and November 15. The May 15 issue, for instance, will
include highlights from the Associate Annual retreat which typically occurs in March or April. The
August issue will cover highlights pertinent for Associates from the June Assembly. And so on.

Visit the CSS) U.S. Federation Associates Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1598951257668468

A Brief Report from the CSS) Federation Working Group

Members of the Associate working group met by zoom Monday,
November 17, to discuss and review a survey to be distributed to all
Associates in the United States. Catherine Seitz, Associate Team
Leader for Concordia SSJ Associates will be sending the description,
purpose, and link to the survey by email over the next few weeks. Please
be on the lookout for that email. The results of this survey will guide
the working group over the next year or so toward activities and
concerns of Associates from each congregation in the Federation.
The intention is to keep the survey open until the end of the year.
The working group gathers again January 22 to discuss the results.
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