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/ SAVE THE DATE(S) \

Wed, Jun 3 to Sat, Jun 6 - June Assembly,
Motherhouse (see the schedule in the
May/June CONNECTIONS)

Fri, Jun 5 - Dedication of Mound Street as
Novitiate House - Open House

Sun, Jun 7 - Jubilee, Motherhouse

Wed, Jun 24 - Meaningful Conversations
by zoom, 6:30-8pm

August, Manna House is closed for the
month of August for Sisters to refresh

October, Assembly at the Motherhouse -

check the CONNECTIONS for details

The purpose of this newsletter!

The purpose of the CSJA newsletter is to share
information among all the CSJ Associate
groups. With each issue we intend for this
newsletter to grow and evolve. Stay tuned for
new sections and feel free to send your ideas
and suggestions to Jo Foy,
csjakscommunications@gmail.com or
785.764.2129.
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“Put aside your old self” so that you can put on

the new,” (Eph. 4:22-24) and accordingly lead a life

dead to the world and to setf-love, full of
gentleness, humility of heart, true sincerity,
modesty, interior and exterior peace, and of
charity toward the neighbor; in a word, (a life)
completely modeled on the holiness and the

pleasing virtues of Jesus which you should develop

in yourself. Thus you can by grace draw many
people who will profit by your example and your
conversations.
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“With Maxims in hand, in Hope and in ever-growing-fullness, we are called out to the Dear Neighbor.”

CSJA 2026 retreat Order of the House
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CSJ Associates Annual Retreat, April 24-26, 2026, Manna House, Concordia, KS

Sixteen (16) active Associates, three (3) Inquirers, and one (1) Candidate met at Manna House for the CS)J
Associates annual retreat. One additional Inquirer was unable to attend at the last minute. Kathy Clark,
Candidate, made her first commitment. Stephanie Hudson celebrated 20 years of active Association with the
CSJs. Steve Seitz led us in singing with his strong voice and his guitar. Six (6) canonical Sisters joined us for the
weekend, and Sr. Marcia Allen led us in a study of the Maxims from her latest version, published in 2025, Love’s
Design: Growing Up in God’s Household Responding to Love. Sr. Luciene de Carvalho, who leads the Associate
movement in the Brazil mission also joined us for the retreat. The Brazil mission has over 50 Associates in six (6)
cities of the country of Brazil.

2026 Associates: front row, Joyce Mary Ray, Concordia group; Sr. Kathy Schaefer, Concordia group; Sr. Anna Marie
Broxterman, Manhattan/Topeka group; Gerry Larson, Western KS group; middle row, Sr. Janet Lander, Concordia
group; Jennifer Spangler, KCMO group; Myrna Shelton, Concordia group; Stephanie Hudson, KCMO group; Rosalita
Flax, Western KS group; Sr. Luciene de Carvalho, Brazil Associate Liaison; Susan LeDuc, Concordia group; back
row, Catherine Seitz, Manhattan/Topeka group; Gerry Parker, Salina group; Dawn Desbien, Western KS group;
Regina Bicknell, Inquirer, Concordia group; Kathy Clark, Concordia group; Anna Mitchell, Manhattan/Topeka
group; Brenda Bogner, Inquirer, Manhattan/Topeka group; Kathy Triplett, Inquirer, Manhattan/Topeka group; Sr.

Marilyn Wall, Concordia group; Susan Deges, Western KS group; Jo Foy, Concordia group; not pictured, Nancy
Pletcher, Inquirer

“With Maxims in hand, in Hope and in ever-growing-fullness, we are called out to the Dear Neighbor.”
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Associates, if you did not turn in your evaluation before leaving Manna House, please fill it out now,
and mail it to: Catherine Seitz, 3941 Forrest Lane, Manhattan, KS 66502.

Sr. Marilyn Wall recommends Kathy Clark for her first CSJ Associate commitment at the Motherhouse, Saturday,

April 25, 2026. Many Sisters and Vietnamese women were in attendance as we made our yearly commitments to
the Congregation. The Viethamese women then led us in singing “Holy Fire” a favorite from the 375 Eventin July

2025 to celebrate the 375" anniversary of the founding in 1650 of the Sisters of St. Joseph in LePuy, France.

Looking for Associate Stories

Our vision of this newsletter includes sharing not only how Associate groups are forming,
studying, serving, and creating community, but also how, when, what, and why individual
Associates are living the Associate Life. How did you hear about the CSJ Associate program?
What drew you into formation as a CSJ Associate? How does being a CSJ Associate benefit
your participation in your parish, your employment, your service, your relationships, and/or your
local community?

If you are willing to be interviewed for an article in this newsletter, please contact Jo Foy,
csjakscommunications@gmail.com or call/text 785.764.2129. Everyone is encouraged fo consider
this possibility. Thank you so much, Jo
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CSJ ASSOCIATE NEWS

This section will become a regular item in The Associate Life to keep us informed of the activities,
concerns, and joys of each Associate group. There are five (5) Associate groups in Kansas, one group in
Silver City, NM, one group forming in Oregon, and six (6) groups in Brazil. This issue will highlight the
Kansas City group and the Western Kansas group.

AR (35) Our Kansas City group of two (2) Associates may have the
North S fewest members, but they make a great impact with the
Kansas City | dear neighbors they serve. Stephanie Hudson and
o & i . Sugar Creek i
(70) Kansa$ Clty R ks {en.n‘lfer Spangler have supporteq each othejrfor decades
D @’ : in living and sharing the CSJ charism. As Animator,
= s
! St. Francis Xavier Stephanie reports they meet monthly in person and pray
luivira _ Catholic Church ‘ . .
Shawnee the State of the Heart, responding to community news
shared through Connections, Meaningful Conversation
Overland Park . .
ark ad zooms, email prayer requests, and a variety of CS)J
Lenexa | & |
0y _— resources.

In their meetings they also read and reflect on books such as Pope Francis’ book on Hope, Sr. Bette
Moslander’s book With Fire and Passion, and other inspirational readings. They are both prayer guides
with the Ignatian Spirituality Center, faithfully serve in their parishes, and attend personal workshops and
retreats.

Our Western Kansas group includes Associates who are — {
p-Stockton
spread out through Western Kansas and yet are extremely Hoxie— Hill City O Bogue
close to one another and God in living the CSJ mission.
o-Plainville

This small but mighty group has four (4) active Associates
with Rosalita Flax serving as Animator. The group meets

¢ Quinter _M
every three months and has traveled to different western @
Kansas communities for their meetings to make it '
accessible for all. They have also begun to meet by Zoom (= 2 hr 33 min

145 miles

and in Concordia so they can enjoy the participation of

their Holy Family Circle members. In 2025, the Western y
Kansas Associates have shared the State of the Heart,
meditated on the spirit of Thanksgiving, listened and Ness City O

reflected on future community changes and how to be the
best support during these transitions. Associate has also 183

attended personal retreats, prayed monthly novenas for community needs, and attended Catholic

diocese Masses and events.

v LaCrosse
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Sr. Marcia Allen, President, 91-95 Sr. Betty Suther, Vice-President, 91-95

CONTINUING HISTORY OF THE CSJ ASSOCIATE MOVEMENT

To recap, in the Associate “closet” in the parlor of Manna House a document was found that clearly describes the
progression of decisions from 1983 to 2012 regarding the CSJ Associate movement. It has no author and no date
noted. For each time period, the leadership mentioned will place decisions and actions in the context of the
Executive Council and/or Leadership Council.

Recall thatin the Fall of 1989 the AFA (Alternative Forms of Association) Committee identified a new mode of
affiliation, CSJ ASSOCIATES, and a pilot program of CSJ Associates developed with a Formation Reflection Guide.
This was Phase 1 initiated in Silver City, NM and Manhattan, KS.

e 1991-1995: Sr. Marcia Allen, President; Sr. Betty Suther, Vice-President

The program, CSJ Associate, enjoyed ten years of experimentation. Three orientation manuals, referred to as CS)J
Associate Reflection Guides, had been developed by the AFA Committee to serve in the education dialogue
between interested lay persons and the sponsoring members of the community. These manuals included topics
such as Heritage, Spirit & Spirituality, Mission & Ministry, Prayer, Formation, Membership and Evangelical
Counsels. The manuals were based on the belief that many people in the Church share the gospel-centered
spirituality of active and inclusive love which Sisters of St. Joseph understand as their particular charism.

In January 1992 the question of formal commitment of CSJ Associates was brought before the Executive Board. In
June 1992 the AFA Committee presented the various modes of association, allowing time for full discussion. CS)J
Associates from Silver City, NM attended. A year later, June 1993, the AFA Committee received approval from the
Executive Board to allow one year commitments for several CSJ-A’s as part of the on-going experiment. The 1995
End of Term report identified nine (9) CSJ-A’s having made annual renewable commitments. (continued on p. 6)

“With Maxims in hand, in Hope and in ever-growing-fullness, we are called out to the Dear Neighbor.”
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CONTINUING HISTORY OF THE CSJ ASSOCIATE MOVEMENT (continued)

Although the records do not capture the exact date/year commitments were made, we know that in the Fall of
1990, Phase | of the CSJ Associate Formation Reflection Guide was being used in the pilot program. Shortly after
Executive Board approval of one year commitments in June 1993, groups were already using Phase 1 & 2 Reflection
Guides. Writing the Phase 3 Reflection Guide began in October 1992.

The first group of CSJ Associates completed a three-year formation period before making their first commitment.
Therefore, sometime in 1994, nine (9) CSJ Associates made their commitment.

The first nine (9) CSJ-A’s were Karma Smith, Rose Vogan, Mary Kay Meyer (associated with Manna House Sisters);
Norma Richards, Jerry Richards, Dave Schwantes, Jayme Schwantes, Evangeline Flores (associated with Silver
City, meeting with Srs. Carmel Garcia & Anna Marie Broxterman); and Johnell Crimens (associated with EL Paso
under the guidance of Sr. Marquita Murgia).

The AFA Committee members 1991-1995 were: Srs. Carmel Garcia, Anna Marie Broxterman, Mary Fran Simons,
Betty Suther, Bette Moslander, Margaret Buser; Karma Smith and Norma Richards.

READING RESOURCES

How We Learn to Be Brave: Decisive Moments in Life and Faith, 2023, Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde, Episcopal Bishop of
Washington since 2011; available in hardcover, paperback, and Kindle editions. This book inspired the interview with
AnnMarie Sanders, IHM in the Winter 2026 edition of Occasional Papers (LCWR) which was discussed in Meaningful
Conversations April 22, 2026.

The Liturgy of Politics: Spiritual Formation for the Sake of Our Neighbor, 2020, Kaitlyn Schiess (pronounced “sheese”);
available in paperback and Kindle formats. From an evangelical theologian, Sunday school teacher, podcaster and lover of the
church in its many forms, Kaitlyn takes the reader through the rituals and structures of the church that focus a congregation on
the neighbor and those that do not.

ONLINE RESOURCES
“Moving Forward in Unifying Love: the Associate Vocation” Sr. Carol Zinn SSJ October 5, 2024 https://vimeo.com/813660774
This talk was sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston. Three takeaways from Sr. Carol’s message can be found at

https://www.csjboston.org/the-associate-vocation/.

198 Methods of Nonviolent Action can be downloaded in PDF form. This list was mentioned in the “Nonviolence and Civil
Disobedience in the Context of OQur Charism” zoom presentation by Sr. Deidre Griffin, Sr. Janet Lander, and Mark Roers, April
23, 2026. https://commonslibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/GeneSharp_198Tactics.pdf

Contact Information for the Associate Team

Catherine Seitz, ssize@yahoo.com, Manhattan, 785.564.9282
Susan LeDuc, ssnldc@yahoo.com, Concordia, 785.446.2829
Gerry Parker, gacparker@cox.net, Salina, 785.577.1650
Dawn Desbien, ddesbien@tregoeagles.com, 785.737.3622
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